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Future Perfect: Art, Gallery Education and Regeneration

engage/enquire International Conference 2009

4 - 6 November, London

Conference Programme

Wednesday 4 November

1.00 – 15.30
Optional pre-conference field trips

The Artist As Co-Researcher*
Walking through Serpentine Gallery's Edgware Road Project
with Janna Graham, Eleanor Farrington, Chris Jones, Amal Khalaf, Cressida Trew and Karen Mirza


Feral Arcadia Field Trip*


A visit to Beckton Alp with muf, a collaborative practice of art and architecture



V&A MUSEUM OF CHILDHOOD


16.30 onwards
Registration

17.15


Welcome
Jane Sillis, Director, engage

17.30
Future Perfect: An Introduction
Jonathan Banks (Chair), Malcolm Miles and Claire Doherty

This opening session will examine some of the key issues for the role of arts and culture in understanding and redeveloping places. The keynote speakers, both leaders in their field, will introduce the most urgent issues for artists, educators, curators, commissioners and policy-makers. Exploring regeneration in Liverpool and Barcelona, Malcolm Miles will question whose city is renewed, whether redevelopment is the same as regeneration and whether cultural production is complicit or resistant to such processes? Drawing on her curatorial experience of One Day Sculpture, Heather and Ivan Morison’s The Black Cloud and her approach to working in Weston-super-Mare and Oslo, Claire Doherty will question whether the ubiquitous self-reflexive approach to regeneration has become as ‘ornamental’ as the convention of the monumental place-making. If so, what are the alternatives?
Whose Utopia? Culturally-led regeneration in post-industrial cities

Malcolm Miles, Professor of Cultural Theory, University of Plymouth

Dreaming Awake: When critical and spectacular engagements collide

Claire Doherty, Director, Situations, University of the West of England

Chaired questions and discussion moderated by Jonathan Banks, Chief Executive, ixia

19.00


Session ends

19.15 – 20.30
Evening drinks reception and an opportunity to see the Wonderland exhibition by East London Printmakers

Thursday 6 November

TOYNBEE STUDIOS

09.00 onwards
Registration and tea/coffee

09.30


Welcome
Jane Sillis, Director, engage

Ghost Milk: A Requiem for the Age of the Grand Project 

Iain Sinclair, writer


A personal account, touching on walking as exorcism, virtual versus actual, memory fugues, allotments, hospitals and viral cities. 

10.15


Break for tea/coffee

11.00


How do you beat the system?

Claire Doherty (Chair), Paul Domela, Reem Charif, Clare Cumberlidge, Marijke Steedman

Working in the context of regeneration involves negotiating complex systems. What are the implications for the development of art and education projects within these contexts? How can the tensions between the aspirations of those driving regeneration and artists and arts organisations be made productive? What are the lessons learnt from previous projects? Do you try to beat or change the system, or work within and through the parameters of a regeneration agenda? This session examines three ways in which curators and artists have worked within different contexts to develop innovative programmes and projects. 

Paul Domela will discuss how engaging art, people and place not only brings new approaches to the art process but also new collaborations, new subjectivities and new communities. Febrik will present how they place emphasis on the regeneration of public spaces and their ability to negotiate the right to space of previously unrepresented groups such as children and young people, through their work in the complex institutional system within the refugee camps in the Middle East. Clare Cumberlidge and Marijke Steedman will share reflections on commissioning new art within a ‘cliff edge condition’ on the borders of east London and the financial City. 

Beyond Learning and Inclusion

Paul Domela, Programme Director, Liverpool Biennial

Topography for Play

Reem Charif and Mohammad Hafeda, Febrik

Cliff Edges – Curating on the Edge of the Institution

Clare Cumberlidge, Co-Director General Public Agency and Marijke Steedman, Head of Education, Whitechapel Gallery

Chaired questions and discussion moderated by Claire Doherty, Director, Situations
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch at Standard Balti House, Brick Lane

14.30


How do you keep it going?




Paul Domela (Chair), Adam Sutherland, Kerstin Bergendal

The motivation, as well as the language, of regeneration schemes often seems to mix the priorities of short-term gain with the creation of a new kind of future. How might artists and arts organisations offer an alternative by working over a longer period of time within a specific place? What might an artist’s and arts organisation’s role be in developing a different idea of the future for communities? In this session, an artist and a curator will each explore recent and ongoing projects where they have worked through longer-term processes.

Grizedale Arts has been developing contemporary projects for many years in rural Cumbria. Here Adam Sutherland will focus on a programme of work in rural Japan commissioned as part of a regeneration scheme for the region. Art Plan Trekroner is a twelve-year project that aims to integrate public art commissions into a new urban development in Roskilde in Denmark. Artist-Curator Kerstin Bergendal has established an open brief for artists to work within a highly pre-determined planning process for the region. She will explain how to enable critical local discussion, to insert open possibilities for the unplanned, and for commissioned artistic interventions to be realised within a prescribed environment with a view to questioning the planning process.  

Seven Samurai

Adam Sutherland, Director, Grizedale Arts

Challenged Negotiation - Art Plan Trekroner  

Kerstin Bergendal, Artist

Chaired questions and discussions moderated by Paul Domela, Programme Director, Liverpool Biennial

16.00


Session ends




Tea/coffee
16.30 – 17.30
Soapbox (Toynbee Studios auditorium)

Meetings for engage Scotland and Wales members, Freelancers and enquire participants in Toynbee Hall.

WHITECHAPEL  GALLERY

18.00 – 18.15
Welcome
Achim Borchardt Hume, Chief Curator, Whitechapel Gallery

18.30 – 19.30
engage AGM, Creative Studio, Whitechapel Gallery

20.00 – 22.00
Conference dinner, La Tasca, Spitalfields*

Friday 7 November




VARIOUS VENUES

10.00 – 12.00
Breakout sessions (See separate document for details of breakout sessions and lunch venues)

12.00 – 2.00

Lunch, tea/coffee

2.30 


TOYNBEE STUDIOS
The Future for Art and Regeneration

Michael Prior (Chair), Kerstin Bergendal, Charlie Tims, Synthia Griffin

Concluding the conference, three speakers have been invited to present their ideas for how arts practice and arts organisations might continue working in the context of regeneration. What should we expect? What can we be planning for? What can we make happen?

Each contributor will speak for 10 minutes, with discussion to follow chaired by Michael Prior, Future Perfect Conference Programmer.

Kerstin Bergendal, Artist

Charlie Tims, Researcher and Demos Associate

Synthia Griffin, Curator: Regeneration and Community Partnerships, Tate Modern

Observations




Sophie Hope

Throughout the conference, Sophie Hope has considered the discussions, questions raised and debates amongst delegates. Here she will give a final response.




Closing remarks

Jane Sillis, Director, engage

4.00


Conference ends

* Please note that these events are only for those who have pre-booked and paid an additional charge.

