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Abstract
From June to September 2007, the 12th edition of Documenta, regarded as ‘the most important exhibition of contemporary art’ (www.documenta12.de) took place in Kassel, Germany.  For the first time, education played a prominent part in the framework of this event.  One of the most significant educational projects was the “Local Advisory Board”, a group of around 40 local experts from different professional, social and ethnic backgrounds, which functioned as a forum for consultation, created links between Documenta and different local communities and developed its own activities accompanying the exhibition.  Carmen will outline the concept of the educational programme of documenta 12 and its significance in the German context.  She will use the activities of the “Local Advisory Board” and their interface with other Documenta 12 educational projects to address the question of meaningful participation of local audiences within an international art event of enormous scale.
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Carmen Mörsch is an artist, educator and researcher and an associate professor at the Institute for Cultural Studies: ART-MEDIA-TEXTILES, Carl von Ossietzky Universität Oldenburg, Germany, since November 2003.  Current research includes: artists in museum and gallery education; collaborative practices in art and education; transcultural and gender perspectives in cultural education.  

A selection of collaborative projects in-between art, education and research include: Kunstcoop©: seven artists developed a programme of “artistic art mediation” for the NGBK art association in Berlin; concept, realisation and research on KunstKur: participatory art projects in Lohmen, a small village in Germany; research and evaluation of pilot project ‘Kinder machen Kunst mit Medien/Children making art with media’, a project funded by the Ministry of Research and Education, Germany; concept and realisation of retrospective exhibition of the collaborative practice of English artist Loraine Leeson; research and evaluation of pilot project Interface Art/Mediation, initiated by the Association of Free Art Schools in Lower Saxony, Germany; and research and evaluation on the educational programme of Documenta 12, Kassel.
