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Abstract - Knowing Looks: Spectators, Art and Visual Awareness

How far are art educators prepared to accept that spectators always already know as much as they need to know? What are the implications of such a shift towards the spectator as the source of meaningful knowledge concerning the works of art with which they engage? In this paper, David Dibosa explores the impact of the emerging field of Visual Cultures on approaches to museums and galleries. The importance of recognising the role of museums and galleries as, first and foremost, tools of the self-identificatory strategies of their viewers is discussed. In particular, the paper draws on the work of French thinker, Jacques Rancière, to emphasize the primacy of the spectator as transmitter of knowledge.  As theoretical as it is practical, the paper proposes further means of making fuller use of spectators’ awareness within art education practices.
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