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When Art and Context leads to Meaning – International Artists’ Practice, Education and Interpretation

engage International Conference 21-23 November 2007

Meaningful Encounters

1. Grappling with diversity: the All Saints Project and the Inspire Programme - Errol Francis/Artist and Inspire Programme Manager

Errol will give an overview of two projects in which he has been involved.  In the All Saints Project he was artist in residence within an NHS service.  This project was about making an intervention into medical practice and the history of its treatment of minorities within a treatment setting.  In the Inspire Programme he is the Programme Manager and is coordinating a programme that is aiming to change the ethnic composition of the workforce in museums and contemporary art galleries in London.  He will outline the challenges and opportunities that have been presented by these two very different situations.

2. Dr Veronica Sekules/Head of Education, Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Carmen Mörsch/Consultant Documenta 12, Lewis Ames and Laura Blake/Members of the East Enquire Group

Following from the enquire group’s highly successful ‘What’s Your Ritual’ project in the Spring of 2007, we took up Carmen Mörsch’s invitation to offer part of it as an event for the ‘Lunch Lecture’ programme at Documenta, Kassel.  We will tell the story of how the project developed and what was involved in taking it abroad.  We would like to discuss wider issues with participants about collaborative development of projects across organisations and between different interest groups, especially where the projects are run by or aimed at young people. 

3. Using creativity to establish dialogue about identity - Angie Kotler/Strategic Manager, Schools Linking Network

This session will include a presentation of some examples of school linking work with primary schools in Bradford and then invite participants to try an activity for themselves and discuss the effects and impact of this activity both on themselves and how they might use it with young people if appropriate.

4. At Home in Europe - Sharon Bailey/Director, ISIS arts and Clymene Christoforou/Director, ISIS arts

ISIS Arts will talk about their international residency programme, focussing on their recent European project; ‘At Home in Europe', a project initiated by ISIS Arts (UK) and partners BEK (Norway), InterSpace (Bulgaria) and RIXC (Latvia).  Daily, more and more European people decide to live in other European countries.  With a shifting concept of nationality it becomes increasingly important to consider what it means to be European. Is there such a thing as European Identity and how does it relate to national identity?  ‘At home in Europe’ considers cultural celebration and cultural assimilation within a European home (land). The project invited artists from European partner countries to look at what is culturally European and what is culturally national when viewed from within Europe but outside a national experience.  For example: What makes a Bulgarian, ‘Bulgarian’ when viewed by a Latvian?  What makes a Norwegian, ‘Norwegian’ when viewed by English person?  Where are we different and what do we share?  ISIS will show examples of work produced during the project.

5. Pamela So/Artist and Henna Nadeem/Artist

Henna Nadeem uses photographic collage to explore the effects produced when two disparate cultures and visual languages collide; combining found kitsch tourist imagery with traditional Islamic and Japanese patterns to produce ‘jewel-like works’.  Pamela So is also interested in pattern and she re-interprets the designs found on English and Chinese porcelain in Museum Collections through large paper installations.  The artists will present a skills based session around their different paper cutting techniques, and will discuss contemporary art practice and cultural diversity; ways in which different cultural heritages and contexts have influenced their art practice and how this changes over time.

6. Exploring Different Faiths and other storytelling projects - Jenny Siung/Chester Beatty Library, Dublin

In January 2000 the Library appointed its first Education Officer to develop a coherent programme complementing the collection.  In recognition of the Library's unique role as a National Cultural Institution, a diverse cultural programme has emerged and continues to develop, which acknowledges the changing profile of the Irish population and the need to address issues such as diversity and multi/inter-culturalism.  This is being achieved through the public programme of exhibitions, lectures, demonstrations, workshops for children and adults, tours, music events as well as collaboration with a variety of local and European/International partners.  The presentation will look at educational projects with children and young adults over the course of the past few years with particular emphasis on the 'how to', 'why' and 'where does this lead us from here' questions that arise when working with communities, schools and the school curriculum.  Work has addressed cultural themes as well as religion, history, geography and music in the form of storytelling and expression all of which have been influenced by the collections. 

7. Anna Vass/Education and Outreach Co-ordinator, Gasworks Gallery, Erika Arzt and Juan Linares/Artists

Erika Arzt and Juan Linares work collaboratively and responsively, exploring the inclusion of communities in the development of their projects, which take the form of temporal spaces and site specific works.  Through this approach, the artists themselves become as much a part of their project as the people they work with and the results become significantly spontaneous and involved on a local scale.  The unpredictable outcomes of their projects demonstrate how open systems can gather form and momentum through collective activity, whilst inadvertently addressing more complex social and political notions of community living.  This is the first residency collaboration between Gasworks and TrAIN, the Research Centre for Transnational Art, Identity and Nation and the artists will be based in the studio environment at Gasworks and contribute to the academic and research environment of the University of the Arts.  Previous and ongoing projects have included work with residential communities in Colombia and Spain.

8. Artist’s Interpretation of Heritage – Rural Print Project, Conwy County Borough Council Museums Service - Gwenno Jones/Arts, Culture and Events Manager, Flintshire County Council

The presentation will demonstrate how the project provided an opportunity for local schools and community groups to meet two professional artists, observe their work and create their own work, how it raised awareness of art in general and attracted a new audience into Conwy’s museums.  Due to the success of this pilot project they intend to continue the rural print tour and extend the residency to 6-8 months to allow time for further development and interaction with the community.  Eleri Jones was the first artist and his residency took place in 3 Museums; Sir Henry Jones Museum, Llandudno Museum and Llanrwst Almshouses.  Eleri’s work was exhibited from May-August at the three venues.  The residency included interaction with the local community, Master classes, School Workshops and Community workshops.  Steffan Jones-Hughes’ residency ran from November-March 2007 at two museums; Llandudno Museum and Llanrwst Almshouses.  The residency included; interaction with the local community, printmaking workshops with Yr 10 and 12, an adult dry point workshop, talks and Master classes.  

9. Is there a magic formula? - How can we share what we do in the most effective and appropriate way with schools and teachers? - Judy Thomas/Programme Manager Learning and Inclusion, Liverpool Biennial, Bec Jones/Bluecoat Gallery and Deborah Riding/Tate Gallery

With increased cultural offer and so much available for schools, it seems to be getting harder to reach teachers – not easier.  There are so many initiatives and schemes happening all over the country that, in essence, do the same thing.  Is there a magic formula or an ideal model of partnership that really works?  This session will explore issues that affect the work we do with schools; the impact of ‘Every Child Matters’ and the pressures placed on cultural partners and teachers.  It will look at cross-curricular issues and question how we attract teachers who are not in the traditionally creative subject areas.  We will explore different approaches, objectively think about what we are doing to encourage dialogue and participation with teachers and how we can encourage them to work in partnership with us to shape and direct relevant yet rich programmes.  The outcomes of the sessions will be written up in a report that will be shared with other interested parties.

10. The “One Mile” project - Kate Grey & Sarah Munro/Artists, Collective Gallery, Edinburgh.
The Collective Gallery is an established artist run gallery in Edinburgh, which has been developing its outreach activity.  This includes the current “One mile” project; a three-year programme introducing groups and individuals who live or work within a one mile radius of the Collective Gallery to artists to make work of mutual interest.  The geographical nature of the project has resulted in the gallery having the opportunity to work with many different ethnic and cultural groups and individuals, some of who have been involved with the project for several years.  Artists Kate Grey and Sarah Munro have been involved with the project from its inception and will discuss its development and outcomes, since the project is nearing completion, as well as some of the specific artist-led projects.
