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Abstract

‘Miwon Kwon has suggested that the site of work is now the discursive field in which it operates.  She suggests that work can travel around the global biennials because of a universal language of art that defies the specificity of place and time’.  

My presentation will explore and challenge this statement through looking at work by national and international artists.  Although some artists explore universal themes in their work, others are responding to a particular cultural, social, political or geographical context, and it is how we negotiate this when we present and interpret art from other cultures, which can assist or hinder our understanding of it.

Biography

Since April 2007 Yasmin Canvin has been practicing as an independent curator, prior to that she worked at Ikon Gallery, the Mead Gallery, Angel Row Gallery and most recently at Bury St Edmunds Art Gallery.  She responds to artists’ practice and works collaboratively with them to produce exhibitions that address social, cultural and aesthetic issues.  Recent exhibitions have included AfterShock: conflict, violence and resolution in contemporary art; photography, video and painting by 16 international artists including Ian Charlesworth, David Farrell, The Atlas Group, Shilpa Gupta, Alfredo Jaar, Jittish Kallat, Amar Kanwar and Dave Lewis, and Paper Cuts, paper installations and video by 8 international artists including Peter Callesen, William Kentridge, David Miles, Annette Schröter and Simon Woolham exploring narrative, cultural histories and vulnerability.  As the Lead Curatorial Fellow for Arts Council England East, she managed a two year Curatorial Professional Development Programme, which enabled galleries across the region to broaden the cultural diversity within their artistic programming. 

