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Artworks Children’s Art Day 

Grants for Galleries 2004

A report on the grants programme managed by engage 

for the Clore Duffield Foundation

Great ! Can we do it again ? (pupil)

De-mystified the art world while retaining its magic (teacher)

One of the most rich and successful projects we have ever achieved (gallery educator)

Usually you just have to sit in class and listen to the teacher, but when there’s different people and you can actually look at different pieces of artwork, it’s really good (pupil)

I’m gonna be an artist man! I’m gonna make lots of money! (pupil)

I had to be persuaded initially as I had much trepidation, however, I gained so much confidence in terms of teaching Art and Design & Technology as a result (teacher)

The children can now see their potential role within the arts, as active participants and as healthy critical on-lookers. The art world has been de-mystified for them while still retaining its essential magic! (teacher)

The children were full of surprises and helped me to look at the artwork from a different perspective (artist)

Artworks Children’s Art Day - Grants for Galleries 2004

Introduction

The grants programme for gallery education projects, funded by the Clore Duffield Foundation, was managed by engage for the fifth year involving a wide range of galleries, artist studios, arts centres, museums, schools, youth groups and other community organisations in locations throughout the UK from Armagh, to Aberdeen and from Llandudno to Leeds. 

For five years, the Artworks programme, devised and funded by the Clore Duffield Foundation as part of its support for visual arts education in the UK, has been driven by three key concerns: 

1.
The need to raise the status of art & design in schools 

2.
The need to increase the level of funding and other resources for art & design in schools 

3.
The need to ensure sufficient opportunities and funding for schools to visit galleries and employ artists-in-residence 

engage has successfully managed the grants programme for galleries for the last five years, supporting gallery education projects throughout the UK for children up to age 18.

engage has a track record of managing grants programmes for galleries and museums funded by Heritage Lottery Fund and the Department for Education and Skills over the last five years.

The Programme

Over 130 applications were received for this popular programme with 53 projects from throughout the UK selected for funding. Activity took place on and around Artworks Children’s Art Day on 1 July and the weekend of 3 – 4 July 2004. Galleries and museums worked with school, community and family groups to provide opportunities for children to engage with art and artists first-hand.

The Projects

Statistics from the evaluations completed by the galleries show that the following people were involved in the 53 projects:

· 1241 children aged 3 – 17

· 71 gallery staff

· 70 artists

· 61 schools

· 199 other adults including teachers, parents, volunteers and support workers

· 12 other groups, including community groups and special interest groups

The projects all demonstrated the value for children of working with galleries, art and artists. They also showed benefits for others involved such as teachers, artists and the galleries themselves. The evaluations completed by the galleries showed the outcomes set out below:

For the children

· Children in many projects benefited from working directly with practicing artists

· Children responded well to different learning styles and new environments

· Children learnt new practical and teamworking skills and developed confidence in their abilities

· Children became motivated and inspired by their expriences

· In several cases the children’s work was displayed in the gallery after the end of the project

For the schools and teachers

· Teachers gained ideas from activities to take back to the classroom

· Schools and teachers learnt about what galleries can offer and became more familiar with the spaces and resources

· Teachers learnt new skills and approaches

· Some projects fitted in with curriculum targets and inputted into coursework

· Teachers gained confidence in talking about and working with art and artists

· Two schools were prompted to think more seriously about using IT and digital media in art lessons

For the artists

· Artists learnt from working with each other and gained from each other’s experience

· Artists learnt how to look at artworks differently through working with the children

· Artists were able to develop their relationships with both the schools and the galleries

· Artists gained experience in devising and leading activities

For the galleries and museums

· Galleries gained new audiences through family participation in projects

· Galleries were able to pilot new activities and target new user groups

· Galleries, schools and children welcomed being part of a national programme

· Galleries developed new and strengthened links with schools and community groups

· Galleries were able to demonstate the value of comtemporary art as a resource and the benefits of working with artists

· Children returned to the galleries with familiy and friends

· Galleries learnt more about working with particular groups e.g. special needs

· The funding allowed many galleries to work with special needs groups which had more associated support costs

Quotes from the projects

Children

It was so good I’d have paid to do it all again !

I learnt to look at things differently. When some boring things are put together right, they can look amazing

I really enjoyed the workshop and have learnt a lot about the artists. I am going to come to the gallery with my parents another time

I was a bit worried about taking Art GCSE at first but I thought I would give this a go … I’m really glad I came along today

Usually you just have to sit in class and listen to the teacher, but when there’s different people and you can actually look at different pieces of artwork, it’s really good

Art doesn’t need to be serious like flowers, portraits etc, but can be fun

It will enrich the rest of my artwork for the future

That was great! Can we do it again?

It gives you a chance to do things you can’t do in school

I’m gonna be an artist man! I’m gonna make lots of money!

Teachers

I had to be persuaded initially as I had much trepidation, however, I gained so much confidence in terms of teaching Art and Design & Technology as a result.

The different multi-sensory activities offered allowed students to experience and explore at their own pace

Certain pupils, normally very quiet, ended up contributing so much to the group discussions

It was inspirational for the boys to be able to meet and work with real artists

Perhaps the most lasting and valuable element of this project is that the children can now see their potential role within the arts, as active participants and as healthy critical on-lookers. The art world has been de-mystified for them while still retaining its essential magic!

A really good experience for children and staff alike, gave us some ideas to use in future art lessons at school

We had always thought Photoshop would be too difficult for the kids, but now I know they’re capable I want to put in a bid to get it on the PCs in the art room

Artists

Pupils made moving, creative and insightful connections with the exhibits through their own artworks and observations

The children were full of surprises and helped me to look at the artwork from a different perspective

It was good to see the children pull away on the bus clutching a microwave oven they had made!

Gallery Staff

It was one of the most rich and successful projects we have ever achieved

The children were totally absorbed, it was such a focused and positive experience, the children enjoyed the whole thing

Parents

We’re going to do lots more art at home and get messy!

List of Galleries involved and Grants Received

20-21 Visual Arts Centre, Scunthorpe


Yorkshire

£475
Abbot Hall Art Gallery, Kendal



North West

£500
Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth


Wales


£500
Angel Row Gallery, Nottingham



East Midlands
£450
Armagh County Museum, Armagh


Northern Ireland
£500
Aspex Visual Arts Trust, Portsmouth


South East

£500
Astley Cheetham Art Gallery, Stalybridge

North West

£500
Baltic, Gateshead





North


£450
Banbury Museum, Banbury



South East

£450
Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Birmingham

West Midlands
£500
Bearpark Community Association, Bearpark

North


£500
Black Swan Arts, Frome




South West

£500
Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford


Yorkshire

£500
Charleston Trust, Lewes




South East

£500
Chisenhale Gallery, London



London

£500
Crafts Council, London




London

£450
Cranleigh Arts Centre, Cranleigh



South East

£265
Derby Museum and Art Gallery, Derby


East Midlands
£420
Falmouth Art Gallery, Falmouth



South West

£475
Ffotogallery Wales Ltd , Cardiff



Wales


£500
firstsite, Colchester





East


£500
Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh



Scotland

£500
Gainsborough's House, Sudbury



East


£200
Geffrye Museum, London




London

£450
Holburne Museum of Art, Bath



South West

£500
Huddersfield Art Gallery, Huddersfield


Yorkshire

£500
Hunterian Museum & Art Gallery, Glasgow

Scotland

£500
Ikon Gallery, Birmingham




West Midlands
£500
inIVA, London





London

£475
Island Arts Centre, Lisburn




Northern Island
£475
King's Lynn Museums, King's Lynn


East


£500
Leeds City Art Gallery, Leeds



Yorkshire

£500
Livesey Museum, London




London

£500
Llandudno Museum, Llandudno



Wales


£500
Mercer Art Gallery, Harrogate



Yorkshire

£500
National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh

Scotland

£500
Oriel Davies Gallery, Newtown



Wales


£500
Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock



South East

£375
Park Gallery, Falkirk





Scotland

£400
Peacock Visual Arts, Aberdeen



Scotland

£500
Project Ability Ltd, Glasgow



Scotland

£435
Pump House Gallery, London



London

£500
Q Arts, Derby





East Midlands
£480
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich

East


£500
South Shields Museum & Art Gallery, South Shields
North


£500
Spacex, Exeter





South West

£375
Studio Voltaire, London




London

£500
Study Gallery, Poole




South West

£500
The Lowry, Salford





North West

£500
Towner Art Gallery and Museum, Eastbourne

South East

£500
Wolsey Art Gallery, Ipswich



East


£500
Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Wolverhampton

West Midlands
£400
Worcester City Art Gallery and Museum, Worcester
West Midlands
£500
20-21 Visual Arts Centre, Scunthorpe


Yorkshire

Year of the Garden
Number of children involved: 24 pupils from Year 4

School/group participating: Lincoln Garden’s Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Sarah Curtis, Education and Outreach Officer
Artist(s) involved: Pete Rogers

Others involved: Annette Ford and Jean Fox, teachers, 2 parents

Project Summary

The children involved in the project were selected from the year group for their good behaviour over the school year, however, this did not mean that they necessarily had a great ability in art.

The project, which celebrated the Year of the Garden consisted of two visits – one to Normanby Park to visit the Victorian walled garden to meet one of the gardeners, the other to 20-21 Visual Arts Centre to explore contemporary automata created by Andy Hazell.

In the garden, with the artist and the gardener the children learnt about movement and growth, about how a garden works and what a gardener does, and there was also some time for sketching. In the gallery the children learnt about automata and the artist explained how to construct a crank and what kinds of movement could be achieved and how their sketches and ideas could be transformed into moving mechanical objects. 

The following day at school each child worked on creating their own unique automaton with support from the artist, teachers and project co-ordinator. The automata produced were derived from the children’s exploration of the walled garden and were shown to the rest of the school in a final assembly.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project provided an opportunity to demonstrate the value of contemporary art as a resource and the benefits of working with artists.

· Useful links were made between art, design and technology and science.

· Now the benefits have been proved, 20-21 hopes to continue to work with the school.

· Teachers gained skills and knowledge from the experience

Quotes from the Project

I had to be persuaded initially as I had much trepidation. However I gained so much confidence in terms of teaching both Art and Design and Technology as a result. I would welcome the opportunity in the future. (teacher)

Abbot Hall Art Gallery, Kendal



North West

View Finders
Number of children involved: 12 aged 8 - 12

School/group participating: Grizedale Forest 'Artyfax' Saturday Club and Abbot Hall’s Saturday Art Club
Project Co-ordinator: Kate Morgan, Education Assistant
Artist(s) involved: Caroline Eustace and Anji Archer

Others involved: Grizedale Arts, Yukie Ishiguro, Ania Grom-Yoncali and a parent

Project Summary

Planning sessions developed the theme of looking at landscapes from different viewpoints – the natural landscape of the forest and the imagined or observed landscaped in paintings and sculpture.

The project involved members of two art clubs working together in each of their venues. The first visit was to Grizedale Arts (a forest based arts centre) where the children explored the sculptures in the forest and the surrounding landscape. They created miniature landscapes using strips of card and natural materials, using viewfinders to find interesting compositions. The children also made their own natural sculptures in the forest.

The second session was based in Abbot Hall Art Gallery where the children were able to view various artworks ranging from Barbara Hepworth sculptures to traditional local landscape paintings. They created their own miniature landscapes in shoeboxes using a range of materials e.g. broccoli for trees! as well as painting and drawing.

Work and photographs of activities from both sessions were displayed at Abbot Hall for Children’s Art Day.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The art clubs have very little funding and the project allowed an outside visit and extended activities.

· Working in a new environment was a great experience for the children and some excellent artwork was produced.

· The clubs would like to work together again on a more sustained project in the future.

Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth


Wales

Boys who Sew - Past and Present
Number of children involved: 57 pupils from Years 4 and 5

School/group participating: Ysgol Liwyn yr Eos
Project Co-ordinator: Cath Sherrell, Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Becky Knight

Others involved: Mary Stenhouse and Anne Williams, teachers

Project Summary

The Boys who Sew exhibition had great potential for a project with its mix of colourful imagery, technical interest and issue based work. The artist chosen, Becky Knight, had experience of producing quilts as well as being a workshop leader and community artist.

The children visited the gallery on Children’s Art Day in two groups, each spending an hour and a half in the gallery. They looked at and discussed the work in the exhibition with Becky Knight, which contained textiles from different parts of the world created by different groups e.g. soldiers, sailors, and prisoners.  The children were given worksheets and made drawings, which would inform their work back at school.

After visiting the gallery, the groups went to the education studio for further discussion with the artist who showed the children some of her own work and historical examples of men sewing.

Back at school, over 4 days, the pupils worked with the artist in small groups to create individual quilted squares using both hand and machine stitching.  All the individual pieces were sewed together to create a final quilt, which was displayed in the arts centre and the school.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils were able to work with an artist and to see contemporary and historic textile work

· The project challenged traditionally held viewpoints and opened up new areas of work for the school and pupils

· The pupils benefited from this extra input which was a positive experience for them

Quotes from the Project

They worked fantastically – even the macho boys loved the bright warrior costumes (teacher)

First the children were surprise that quilts had been made by prisoners, particularly grown men. But then they started thinking about what it really meant to be in prison, and the fact that there would be a lot of time to fill. (artist)

It was absolutely the best thing we’ve ever done – the most inclusive thing. Everyone was buzzing with it. Some of the children have social and behavioural problems, with very poor teamwork skills. However, they all worked together really well on this project. (teacher)

Angel Row Gallery, Nottingham



East Midlands

Artist-led Sensory Sessions

Number of children involved: 6 pupils aged 9-11 and 4 pupils aged 11 - 13

School/group participating: Rutland House School
Project Co-ordinator: Katy Culbard, Visual Arts Access Officer
Artist(s) involved: Carly Williams

Others involved: Vanessa Peacock and Diane Walker, teachers

Project Summary

Pupils at Rutland House School have a range of physical and learning difficulties and the project was designed to meet their individual needs. The artist met with teachers and pupils before the project to observe their learning styles and to find out about their different types of disabilities in order to plan the session effectively.

Two groups from the school visited the gallery and each spent about an hour with the exhibition. The exhibition by marc Camille Chiamovicz included sculpture, installation, printing and photography. The pupils explored the exhibition and the gallery through sensory activities. Activities were kept quite simple e.g. pupils could listen to recorded sounds of everyday items e.g. telephones, handle objects such as coke cans and take Polaroid photographs of each other and the gallery. Soft paintbrushes, lengths of different fabrics, and cellophane provided tactile experiences. Curtains of bells, wooden beads and fluorescent chiffon were also installed in the galleries and the pupils were pushed through them in their wheelchairs.

The aim was to make the sessions stimulating in terms of concentration on sounds, textures, movements, smells, and to focus on introducing the pupils and staff to the gallery space itself as a new environment in which to be and learn.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The grant allowed for extra planning time, enabling the gallery to work effectively with the school, also extra materials could be purchased.

· The school is now confident enough to work with the gallery again

· Gallery staff learnt about new ways of working

Quotes from the Project

The varied activities provided suited the needs of all our students (teacher)

The different multi-sensory activities offered allowed students to experience and explore at their own pace (teacher)

Armagh County Museum, Armagh

Northern Ireland

Vision Armagh
Number of children involved: 8 aged 11 - 14

School/group participating: SPRING and REACT
Project Co-ordinator: Catherine McCullough, Curator
Others involved: Roma Carlisle, Youth Project Worker SPRING, Karen Marshall, Youth Development Worker REACT, Mary Prunty, art tutor

Project Summary

The project was planned with representatives from both groups and the gallery. SPRING (Social Partners for Reconciliation and Investment in New Generations) is a Nationalist/Roman Catholic group and REACT (Reconciliation Education and Community Training) is a Unionist/Protestant group and this would be the first time that both groups worked together. The project would be based in the museum and led by art tutor Mary Prunty.

A planning meeting with some of the children involved was based around the questions ‘What is it like to live in Armagh?’, ‘What could it be like to live in Armagh?’ and ‘What would you like to see in Armagh?’. There were a lot of negative comments about the lack of facilities and things to do but also comments about it being historical.  Discussions centred on the Mall, due to be refurbished, and the old Gaol, which has been unused since 1986. The children investigated the history of both these areas including looking at old maps and discussed how the sites might be used in the future e.g. leisure/entertainment/community uses.

All the children attended the two-day sessions over Children’s Art Day where they worked in groups to create large panels based on their ideas for the Gaol and the Mall using a variety of media. They also had a chance to explore the Mall further and input this experience into their artwork. The final panels were put on show in the museum and a launch was held where the children introduced the project.

Benefits & Outcomes

· This was the first time any of the children had worked in the Museum and for some it was a first time visit.

· Children returned to the museum with their parents to see their work

· Although there were some tensions between the two groups, they did manage to work together and they had a positive reaction to their work.

Aspex Visual Arts Trust, Portsmouth


South East

Eye in the Sky
Number of children involved: 16 Year 9 & 10 pupils

School/group participating: St Luke's Church of England Secondary School
Project Co-ordinator: Susie Clark, Education & Outreach Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Roy Brown

Others involved: Sonja Elkins and Patsy Bello, teachers; Mandy Smith, Luke Marsh and Charlotte White, gallery staff.

Project Summary

The project involved a group of students visiting the gallery where they saw the exhibition ‘30KM’, a video installation by Simon Faithfull. Gallery staff and artist Roy Brown talked to the pupils about the exhibition and showed them the video which involved a weather balloon with a camera attached. This was followed by a full day workshop back at school with the artist. After discussion the exhibition they had seen the artist introduced the workshop activity. The students constructed their own balloons out of gold foil in small groups. These were then inflated and released outside with micro cameras attached that transmitted images of the school buildings and surroundings to a monitor in the classroom.

There were some problems throughout the project of lack of school commitment and understanding of the project, which meant that fewer pupils were involved than originally planned and that the workshop session did not go entirely to plan. There were also problems with discipline within the school. However, those that did take part had a positive and memorable experience.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The participants gained first hand experience of working with contemporary art and an artist. 73% of participants found the project inspiring and wanted to work with an artist again

· Pupils made links between Art and Design & Technology and were able to work collaboratively

· The gallery would like to work with the school again but with more planning time to emphasise the value of gallery visits and programmes

Quotes from the Project

I liked all of it (pupil)

It was really fun (pupil)

I would definitely do it again (pupil)

Astley Cheetham Art Gallery, Stalybridge

North West

An Animated Adventure
Number of children involved: Year 6

School/group participating: Ridgehill Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Polly Hitchens, Education Facilitator
Artist(s) involved: Alison Hempstock, Animation Specialist

Others involved: Joanna Thomas, Gallery Educator, Catherine Krupinski, Art Co-ordinator

Project Summary

The aim of the project was to give the children the opportunity of working with new techniques and media, and of working with an artist. The artist was involved in the development of the project from early stages.

After an introduction to the gallery, artist Alison Hempstock told the children about her own practice and showed them examples of the different techniques she had used to create short film animations. She then talked in more detail about the specific techniques for producing animation the group would be using.

Initially the children made their own zoetropes which were filmed, they went on to learn about and create animations using 16mm film and projection equipment.  On the second day in the gallery the group continued working and produced animations around the theme of the Olympics. All the elements were brought together into one collective film ‘An Animated Adventure’ which was shown at a special preview for family and friends in the gallery.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils were very inspired and motivated by the new techniques and results, and also from being in a new environment.

· The grant allowed the gallery to run a much longer project than is usually possible.

· The gallery hopes to be able to organise other similar projects in the future.

Quotes from the Project

This trip has been fantastic and I would love to come again (pupil)

I can’t wait to see my zoetrope (pupil)

It was a fantastic experience for our children. They have worked so hard and really extended their imaginative skills (teacher)

Baltic, Gateshead






North

Issues and Art
Number of children involved: 16 Year 11 GNVQ students

School/group participating: Whickham School
Project Co-ordinator: Judy Thomas, Education Programmer
Artist(s) involved: Sally Madge

Others involved: Grace Maran, BALTIC Crew, Caroline Downington, teacher

Project Summary

This artist-led project was designed to address some issues and concerns recently highlighted in the school relating to racism and identity. Thorough planning with all involved ensured that the subject matter was dealt with sensitively.

Judy Thomas and Grace Maran visited the school before the gallery session to prepare for the day.  The students worked with North East artist Sally Madge at the gallery to engage with contemporary art. They were asked to respond to the current Susan Hiller exhibition through performance and visual art. One task was to create their own unique ‘identity box’ based on an object, photograph and text of their choice.

The students responded very well to the tasks and worked with a positive group dynamic. This was the first time teachers had sent the students really engaging as a whole group.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The students continued their discussions from the session on the journey home and back in school.

· The event has strengthened the relationship between Baltic and the school, which has indicated it would like to continue working with the gallery

· Teachers benefited personally from working with an artist and gained new ideas and different approaches to working.

Quotes from the Project

The day was really inspirational and it showed many people that art isn’t just paintings and drawings, but your own imagination (pupil)

I learnt a lot about myself and the other people in the group (pupil)

It was a very different type of art than I’ve done before, but I enjoyed it! (pupil)

Banbury Museum, Banbury



South East

Working With Dinosaurs
Number of children involved: 8 pupils aged 8 - 9

School/group participating: Frank Wise School
Project Co-ordinator: Dale Johnston, Events & Temporary Exhibtions Officer
Artist(s) involved: Emma Reynard

Others involved: Sean O’Sullivan, Lara Hughes and Dean Cooke, teachers

Project Summary

This was the first time the museum had worked on a project with a special needs school so it was a learning experience for all involved. Planning included finding out about the different children’s abilities as well as a risk assessment.

Emma Reynard created a chicken wire frame for the dinosaur that the children were able to build upon with mod roc and decorate with paint, fabrics and papers. The idea of creating a dinosaur linked to the museum’s summer exhibition ‘Jurassic’ and the finding of dinosaur tracks in the local area. Local press and radio covered the day and the sculpture was put on show in the museum foyer over Children’s Art Day weekend and throughout the summer.

Benefits & Outcomes

· Special needs pupils were given an opportunity to work with a professional artist in a museum setting.

· The school would not have been able to afford this workshop if it hadn’t been funded.

· Museum staff have found out more about how special needs schools operate and how inspiring art can be.

· The school and museum hope to work together again

Quotes from the Project

We had a brilliant day working with Emma on the dinosaur (teacher)

It is great to see Melanie working on a project like this and enjoying herself (parent)

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Birmingham

West Midlands

Cushions & Contrasts
Number of children involved: 10 aged 11 - 16

School/group participating: Chadsgrove Special School
Project Co-ordinator: Brian Scholes, Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Lizzy Bean and actor Susie Willets

Others involved: Mrs Frizzel, teacher, Doreen, classroom assistant, Terry, driver; 2 gallery assistants and 2 student placements

Project Summary

Planning involved selecting works from the collection that had potential to be explored in a multi-sensory way. Lizzy Bean sourced handling objects to go with them and Susie Willets developed ways to introduce these objects into her lively storytelling style. This multi sensory approach raise questions about new ways of interpreting the collection and how to make it accessible to those with a wide range of learning disabilities.

At the gallery the group were introduced to three paintings through storytelling, role-playing and handling objects. The children listed and joined in with the stories behind the paintings and had the opportunity to feel objects similar to those shown on the canvas. Later the children took part in a practical activity  - decorating cushion covers with a variety of fabric squares with a range of tactile qualities e.g. smooth, furry, shiny. These were glued onto the cushion covers and some children made shapes and letters to add to their designs. Finally the children gave their cushions a scent by adding a few drops of essential oil. The activity worked for children of all abilities and the range of designs varied widely, showing individual flair.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project enabled the education department at the gallery to try out new activities and to broaden its outlook on interpretation.

· The gallery has developed a handling collection relating to specific paintings as the result of this project which it hopes to develop

· The project strengthened the relationship between the gallery and the school

Black Swan Arts, Frome




South West

Festival
Number of children involved: 57 year 3 pupils

School/group participating: Vallis First School
Project Co-ordinator: Louise Betts, Education Development Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Ann Chinca, artist, Annabelle McFadyen, performer

Others involved: Julie Baker and Fiona Kennard, teachers

Project Summary

Two meetings between artists, gallery staff and teachers prior to the project ensured all went to plan. The project began with a gallery visit to see the exhibition of Carlo Chinca’s photography of pantomime and Ann Chinca’s masks. This was followed by a gallery workshop looking at the history of masks and how they are made. The children made basic mask designs in preparation for further work.

Artist Ann Chinca visited the school the following day making masks with the children to be used in the street theatre at the weekend. The masks were decorated to reflect emotions and feelings using colour and texture.

On the following day Annabelle MacFayden ran a drama workshop at the school developing characters for the pupils in response to the masks they had made. They created short performance pieces which were performed at the gallery at the weekend. At the weekend a workshop was also run for families of the participants in the gallery.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project brought together children and their families with a local gallery, practicing artists and arts related practice.

· The children’s confidence and abilities were developed during the project.

· The gallery used the project as a starting point for developing a longer-term relationship with the school.

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford


Yorkshire

Spirit of Saltaire
Number of children involved: 26 Year 6 pupils and 10 Year 10 pupils

School/group participating: St Bede's Catholic Grammar, St Anthony's Primary
Project Co-ordinator: Claire Ackroyd, Arts Education Consultant 
Artist(s) involved: Karen Hood, theatre designer

Others involved: Angela Cook, Ian Robinson, teachers, Tracey Uren, gallery educator, student placement, student volunteers, school support staff

Project Summary

The aim of the project was to design a stage set inspired by Saltaire and David Hockney’s work and to create performance pieces within it. After much planning, the project started with visits from both schools with their teachers to Saltaire village where the pupils made sketches of the local architecture and visited Salts Mill where they saw David Hockney’s paintings and theatre sets.

Pupils from both schools, working with artist Karen Hood, then spent four days working together to create and paint the stage set using ideas from their sketchbooks, and also working on group drama pieces.

On the final day, Children’s Art Day, a different class of Year 5 pupils from St Anthony’s school was invited to take part in drama improvisation workshops. This began with brainstorming about Saltaire past and present. The children were then split into groups and were given particular paintings to focus on e.g. Signing the Register or Industrial Landscape. They used these to develop characters, poses and words and recreated scenes in tableau form with characters which gradually came to life. These pieces were then performed in the stage set to other pupils, staff and gallery visitors.

The stage set was kept on display in the gallery after the end of the project.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The children learnt how to make decisions and implement changes to their work as it continually evolved.

· The children connected with the paintings on a personal level through developing their character roles developing new skills in performance arts.

· Teaching staff became more confident in looking at and talking through artworks.

Quotes from the Project

It was so good I’d have paid to do it all again (pupil)
Charleston Trust, Lewes




South East

Breaking the Boundaries
Number of children involved: 15

School/group participating: Willingdon Community School
Project Co-ordinator: Chloe Garner, Visitor Manager
Artist(s) involved: Erin Burns

Others involved: Fionnuala Rodgers, teacher

Project Summary

The school wanted to use the project to develop the pupils’ skills in collage and to work with an artist. Also, having recently received Visual Arts College status, the school hoped to use the project as the first step towards a longer artist led project with Charleston.

The project took place over one day – the pupils visited Charleston and spent time in the house and garden drawing and sketching and also choosing materials to use in their collages. Erin Burns had introduced the pupils to her work and to various techniques and materials that could be used to make interesting collages. Erin also talked to the pupils about being an artist in the real world and about working imaginatively and creatively.

The pupils used photos of the house and gardens as starting points for creating collages using unusual materials such as glass, wooden boards and coloured Plexiglas sheets to build them upon. The finished pieces were exhibited at Charleston over Children’s Art Day weekend.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project was very successful but could have benefited from more time at Charleston

· The grant enabled Charleston to work with an artist and to use unusual materials

· The teacher saw the day as an excellent opportunity to work with an inspiring artist

Quotes from the Project

I learnt that you can use nearly everything to make art (pupil)

I learnt to look at things differently. When some boring things are put together right, they can look amazing (pupil)

The students worked in a very sustained, interested, positive way throughout the day (teacher)

Chisenhale Gallery, London




London

Factory
Number of children involved: 11 aged 6 - 13

School/group participating: 'Signs of Life' from Bromley by Bow Centre
Project Co-ordinator: Leanne Turvey, Education Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Lottie Child and Hannah Rickards

Others involved: 7 volunteers including parents, artists, students.

Project Summary

The aims of the project were - to consolidate links with the community group, to provide practical opportunities for local children, to enable local children to create their own work responding to contemporary art with professional artists.

An initial planning session involving the participants included drawing from sounds, a visit to the exhibition ‘Atlas’, a large video projection, at the gallery, and planning for the two-day radio project. During this session the participants collected images, sounds and changes. Part of the planning was a visit to a Radio 4 van and a talk to a presenter and technician, which enabled everyone to think about the practicalities of producing a radio show.

Two days were then spent, writing, creating and rehearsing the radio show. The project was directed by the children involved with artists and gallery staff acting as ‘staff’ to help out as needed. Various activities took place, all of which were recorded e.g. the children talking about their journey to the gallery all at once and individually, personal introductions, writing down noises heard in a silent room, listening to the installation whilst blindfolded. Different parts of the show were: a Big Brother script, jokes, songs, instrumentals, and a sound piece made in response to ‘Atlas’.

The finished 90-minute show was broadcast a couple of days later on Resonance FM and also played back in the local community centre for family and friends.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery and Signs of Life hope to develop a longer term relationship with long term projects

· The children were challenged to use their imagination and skills to create the radio broadcast

· The children were empowered to make things happen for themselves

Quotes from the Project

With your idea and someone else’s idea you can make a completely different idea (participant)

Everything that I wanted to happen went well and was right (participant)

The best bit was being blindfolded, and meeting the radio 4 man (participant)

Crafts Council, London





London

Surface and Substance
Number of children involved: 13 Year 9 pupils

School/group participating: Highbury Grove School
Project Co-ordinator: Marnie Hardy, Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Jean Campbell and Basil Olton

Others involved: Philip Diggle, teacher, Frances Walsh, Islington Learning Plus

Project Summary

The project focused on the work of ceramicist Richard Slee and was aimed a group which had had little opportunity to engage with galleries. Head of Art Philip Diggle attended an education evening about the exhibition prior to the project, and other planning meetings took place.

The first session took place in the Richard Slee exhibition. Pupils were encouraged to make links between particular pieces and an everyday object. This led to more drawing and discussion activities. Another session took place in the Making it Yours exhibition, a display of items providing insight into design, materials and inspiration in ceramics. The boys discussed the wide range of uses of ceramics and then made thumb-pots from clay to experience the feel and texture. The pupils then worked in small groups to investigate the audiovisual and handling elements of the exhibition and a visual database of contemporary craft. Basil Olton showed images of his own work and talked about his career, which resulted in lots of questions and discussion.

In the afternoon the pupils worked on creating their own designs for a vessel inspired by what they had seen and discovered throughout the day thinking about functionality, about the reasons for their design, but still being imaginative. They converted their drawings into 3D maquettes using a variety of materials and made presentations about their designs to each other.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery developed a new relationship with Highbury Grove School, which was a first gallery visit for most of the pupils.

· The pupils gained a first hand experience of working with an artist and they developed their skills and vocabulary in discussing contemporary craft as well as practical and design skills.

· The teacher received ideas for future projects and arranged for the artist to run follow up sessions in school.

· The project contributed to the schools Artsmark Gold Award.

Quotes from the Project

Students made moving, creative and insightful connections with the exhibits through their own artwork and observations (artist)

Certain pupils, normally very quiet, ended up contributing so much to the group discussions (teacher)

I have learnt how to make and draw the way artists think of drawing a picture. Fantastic! (pupil)

Cranleigh Arts Centre, Cranleigh


South East

The Singing Bowl

Number of children involved: 9

School/group participating: Apple Orchard School
Project Co-ordinator: Helen Cundy, Director / Lesley Jones, Exhibition Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Jono Retallick and Richard Miller

Others involved: Diana Montgomery, teacher

Project Summary

The school was for boys with behavioural problems who had been excluded from schools and homes, so the sessions had to be carefully planned in consultation with the teachers and artists to meet their needs. It was decided that the project should be run as two half-day sessions to allow for short attention spans.

The first session was spent in the gallery led by Lesley Jones who introduced and discussed the work of Anne Symes which was being exhibited. Anne Symes’ work finds inspiration form the written word, which is then developed with images. Lesley and the other two artists also talked about and showed examples of their work. After a discussion, the pupils worked in the studio at the Arts Centre using poems or song lyrics as a starting point for their own poetry, and then this led to the creation of 2D and 3D work. The pupils were able to choose which materials they used including, coloured clays, fabrics, papers and textiles. The artists were on hand to advise and help out as necessary. The final pieces were brought together to create a group piece.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project enabled the arts centre to develop the relationship with the school and to give the pupils the opportunity to work together with artists.

· The artists learnt from working with each other and gained from each other’s experience.

Quotes from the Project

It was inspirational for the boys to be able to meet and work with real artists (teacher)

It was very informative being mentored by such an experienced teacher (artist, about other artist)

Derby Museum and Art Gallery, Derby

East Midlands

Victorian Sentiments
Number of children involved: 29 Year 1 – 3 pupils and 27 Year 5 – 7 pupils

School/group participating: Reigate Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Louise Dunning, Assistant Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Bernie Rutter

Others involved: Jenny Fawcett, teacher, Ian Carpenter, Hands-Up Co-ordinator, deaf interpreter, two assistants, 10 carers/teachers

Project Summary

Ian Carpenter of the Hands-Up project helped the gallery to identify a school with a mixture of deaf and hearing children, some with Special Educational Needs. The artist was also involved in early planning of the project in order to devise suitable activities.

In the morning Year 1 – 3 pupils attended and in the afternoon Year 5 – 7 pupils attended the workshop. On arrival, the pupils were taken into the Victorian exhibition and the artist talked about the paintings, greetings cards and porcelain on display. The children were encouraged to examine the objects and to look around. They were then split into two groups which later swapped activities. Group A were given a card cutout of one of the following – teapot, show, vase or handbag. They then stuck anaglyptic shapes onto the card to make a decorative pattern. Once done, their shape was passed through an embossing press so that the outline of the shape was embossed onto paper. In Group B four of the pupils dressed up in Victorian costume and their fellow pupils made sketches of them. They then used their drawings to design a silver circular card on a gold doily. They also decorated vase shapes with floral patterns. The children were able to take their work back to school with them.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project enabled the children to work within a gallery space and to produce their own pieces of art to take back to school

· The children engaged with the exhibition of Victorian paintings, Derby porcelain and Victorian greetings cards

· The funding enabled the Museum to work with deaf children by affording an interpreter and an artist.

Falmouth Art Gallery, Falmouth



South West

Surrealist Hat-Making & Mad Hatter’s Tea Party
Number of children involved: 60 Year 4 pupils

School/group participating: St Francis School
Project Co-ordinator: Claire Fuller, Education officer
Artist(s) involved: Roberta Mathieson

Others involved: Jane Leaver, Mr Buckley, Miss Woodland, Helen Roberts, Mr Druff, teachers

Project Summary

The planning for the day focused around creating a special and memorable celebration for the children and promoting an interest in art and the gallery. The workshops took inspiration from the ‘Surrealists on Holiday’ exhibition and the theme of ‘Dreams’.

The workshop took place on one day – the pupils explored the exhibition and discussed the work. They were introduced to the ideas of Surrealism and the playfulness and humour behind this artistic movement. The pupils used post-its to identify their favourite work. The pupils then discussed their dreams and were encouraged to use lots of weird and wonderful images from their dreams to create their own Surreal Dream box or hat. These were made using various materials including coloured paper, streamers, raffia, beads, glitter, pom-poms etc. The workshops were brought to close by a Mad Hatters tea party with ‘sponge’ cakes and furry teacups where the children could exhibit their work.

Benefits & Outcomes

· Many children came back to the gallery at the weekend with their parents/families.

· The teachers were able to follow up this activity at school.

· The children gained confidence in expressing themselves without fear of getting it wrong.

Quotes from the Project

This was a great opportunity to experiment with different materials and work with an artist like Roberta (classroom assistant)

I think that the art gallery was smashing. We had a great time making the hats – including the grown ups (pupil)

I wish school was as funny as this every day! (pupil)

Ffotogallery Wales, Cardiff





Wales

Zoo
Number of children involved: 5 aged 14-16

School/group participating: Fairbridge
Project Co-ordinator: Lisa Edgar, Education Development Officer
Others involved: Phil Coals, Fairbridge, Victoria Tillotson, Ffotogallery, 3 volunteer supporters, 2 group leaders

Project Summary

Fairbridge is an organisation supporting young disadvantaged people who have been excluded from school, or who are at risk of exclusion. The project was designed to link into issues affecting their lives such as restrictions, exploitation and social responsibility.

The project began with the young people visiting Bristol Zoo for a day. They took part in a series of practical and written exercises as well as structured discussion. The exercise linked into activities to promote empathy and social responsibility which are important aspects of the Fairbridge programme. The young people identified animals they felt most empathy with and then found out more about their chosen animal and to create a series of photographic portraits and video footage based on their research.

Follow up workshops were held at the gallery where the young people looked at other artists’ work on an animal theme and considered notions of anthropomorphism and visual metaphor. They created a short video film including visuals and recorded interviews. The final film was screened alongside an exhibition of the young people’s photographic work at the gallery.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The students gained new skills which they want to pursue further

· The gallery developed stronger links with Fairbridge

Quotes from the Project

All the young people involved thoroughly enjoyed the sessions (Group leader)

firstsite, Colchester






East

No Horizon: Exploring Line & Form
Number of children involved: 14 pupils aged 8 - 13

School/group participating: The Windsor School
Project Co-ordinator: Laura Davison, Education & Access Officer
Artist(s) involved: Denise Jaques

Others involved: Kim McAvoy, firstsite, Mirian Fitzgerald, teacher

Project Summary

The Windsor School caters for pupils with learning difficulties. The artist Denise Jaques created an installation in the art room at the gallery reflecting the exhibition ‘No Horizons’ by Emma Woffenden. The installation included long strips of paper hung from the ceiling, an oil slide projection, music, and bubbles.

The pupils explored the installation in the art room in a number of ways mainly based around sound and touch. They made drawings and paintings on the strips of paper. On subsequent days, in classes, the pupils worked with the artist decorating canes with different textured papers and had lunch outside with the canes set up around them. The pupils also explored the main exhibition in the gallery which included a variety of materials. The different environments gave off different moods. They also explored a dedicated interactive space.

The artworks created by the pupils from Windsor School were taken back to the school where Denise created a new installation with their artwork enhanced by music and the projector. Information panels about the project and video documentation of the workshops accompanied this. Teachers, parents and governors were invited to view the installation.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project enabled the gallery to build on and develop links with the school. They will be working together in the future to offer advice on access to the gallery for special needs schools.

· Teachers involved found the approach and working methods of the artist was developmental for them professionally.

· Teachers gained confidence in working with installation art.

· Pupils enjoyed exploring the exhibition and interacting with the artwork.

Quotes from the Project

It was obvious the children had really enjoyed themselves (artist)

The children were full of surprises and helped me to look at the artwork from a different perspective (artist)
Fruitmarket Gallery, Edinburgh




Scotland

Faith and Place Schools Education Project
Number of children involved: 50 P3 and P4 pupils

School/group participating: Fort Primary School and Bonnington Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Tracy Morgan, Education Manager
Artist(s) involved: Tony Nolan

Others involved: Jane Davidson, Education Assistant, Rose Islambolipoor, Mairi McDonald, Anna Stevens, Susan Thompson, Lizzie Low

Project Summary

The project was based around the exhibition ‘The Lamp of Sacrifice, 286 Places of Worship, Edinburgh’ by Nathan Coley – hand made, scaled cardboard models of all the places of worship listed in the Edinburgh Yellow Pages. The project involved each school visiting the exhibition, the showcase event and eight sessions in each school. None of the pupils involved had visited the gallery before, and this was the first time the gallery had worked with either of the schools. The pupils worked with artist Tony Nolan throughout the project. They visited the exhibition and then researched places of worship in their own school communities. They took photographs, made drawings and created 3D scale models. The finished work was shown at the gallery in a showcase event along with documentation of the project and presentations by some of the pupils.

Benefits & Outcomes

· Pupils developed their understanding of numeracy, language, art and religion whilst working with a professional artist in their schools.

· The pupils had a first hand experience of working with art and artists.

Quotes from the Project

A truly memorable experience for all, perhaps the most lasting and valuable element of this project is that the children can now see their potential role within the arts, as active participants and as healthy critical on-lookers. The art world has been de-mystified for them while still retaining its essential magic! (teacher)

I learnt that it’s harder than it looks to make a model, but I still did it. (pupil)

I learnt how to use a digital camera and what a scalpel was and how to make my own cardboard house (pupil)

Working with the gallery and artists has provided a very valuable link and great experience for the pupils (teacher)
Gainsborough's House, Sudbury



East

Learning About Lithography
Number of children involved: 6 aged 11 - 15

School/group participating: Hillside Special School
Project Co-ordinator: Alex Maroon, Print Workshop Technician
Artist(s) involved: Andrew Curtis

Others involved: Jan Aries and Karen Pilgrim, teachers

Project Summary

The pupils who were involved in the workshop had severe learning difficulties so these had to be taken into account when planning the session. Alex Maroon and Andrew Curtis both visited the school in advance to meet the pupils and introduce the project.

The pupils spent a day at the gallery, which started with Andrew Curtis showing them some of his work and talking a little about lithography. The pupils then had a chance explore and draw from the two current exhibitions ‘An Exotic Menagerie’ prints by Michael Rothenstein and ‘Sculpture in the Garden’ assisted by the gallery staff and teachers. In the afternoon the pupils transferred their drawings onto lithographic plates made of card and learnt how to print from them. They took it in turns to roll on the ink and to put them through the etching press.

The pupils learnt about a technique which was not available to them in school and gained from working with practicing artists in a cultural space.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery gained knowledge about working with children with special needs.

· The pupils enjoyed a memorable experience in a gallery

· The teachers gained new ideas to take back into the classroom

Quotes from the Project

They were all really good and it was great to be able to show them a technique that they would not normally learn about in school (artist)

It was brilliant, we are very grateful for this opportunity that the children had to spend the day with a real artist – they got a great deal out of it (teacher)

Geffrye Museum, London





London

Contemporary Crafts
Number of children involved: 28 workshop participants + 15 adults

School/group participating: South Haringey Primary School – Parental Involvement Group, Cardinal Pope School, Whitmore Primary School, Burbage Primary School, Randall Cremer Primary School, Horizon Special School.
Project Co-ordinator: Alison Lightbown, Education Officer: Access and Public Programmes
Project Summary

As these workshops were aimed at family audiences, the museum education staff visited various local schools, both parents’ evenings and school assemblies both to find out about the types of activities that families and children would like and to recruit participants. The workshops took place on Children’s Art Day weekend inspired by the ‘Flock n’ Roll’ exhibition. This exhibition focused on contemporary design and wallpaper’s re-emerging importance in modern interiors. Freelance artists led both workshops.

The first ‘Funky Fabric’ workshop was aimed at children aged 6+ and their parents/carers. The children explored the exhibition and made drawings of patterns and shapes, applying these ideas to their own designs. They made hand printed fabric wall hangings. The second ‘Off the Wall’ printmaking workshop was aimed at children aged 10+ and their parents/carers. They used the exhibition as inspiration for their own designs and made individual large scale ‘drops’ of wallpaper. They printed designs on and added layers of different textures and colours. Two new quizzes around the exhibition were also developed and were available over the weekend and throughout the summer holidays.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The children engaged with contemporary design and used their own creativity to develop their own works of art.

· The children learnt new techniques through working with practicing artists and developed their self-esteem.

· The museum developed stronger links with several local schools.

Quotes from the Project

I would love to come back and do more (participant)

I loved making my drawings and printing (participant)

Holburne Museum of Art, Bath



South West

Moving Pictures
Number of children involved: 20 pupils aged 15

School/group participating: Somervale Secondary School
Project Co-ordinator: Cleo Witt, Museum Education Officer
Others involved: Helen Hewitt, expressive arts tutor, Jo Harrison, freelance gallery educator, Trish, textile advisor, Daisy and Jenny, dance tutors

Project Summary

The project involved 10 GCSE Expressive Arts students (in the dance part) and 10 GCSE Textiles students (creating the costumes). The project was inspired by an exhibition of photographs and videos of the dancer Rudolph Nureyev.

All the students visited the gallery and discussed the Nureyev exhibition with the dance tutors and a former dancer and also looked at figurative images in the exhibition of 20thC art at the museum from which they made drawings. They then went to a nearby hall where the dance students began to create the dance work and the textile students drew them and thought about how costumes could be made. The students spent two further days at school working on the dance piece and creating textiles and costumes for the performance. The students returned to the museum where they performed their piece for an invited audience. They performed again back at school the next day.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery developed a new way of working – dance inspired by the exhibition

· Students gained a huge sense of achievement from the project and worked well together

· The tutors had an opportunity to collaborate in a new way across and outside of the curriculum

Quotes from the Project

It was one of the most rich and successful projects we have ever achieved (project co-ordinator)

Huddersfield Art Gallery, Huddersfield

Yorkshire

Talking Heads
Number of children involved: 80 aged 8 - 18

School/group participating: Fairfield School, Hartshead Moor School, Longley School, Lydgate School, Nortonthorpe Hall School, Ravenshall School, Turnshaws School and Highfields School.

Project Co-ordinator: Ami Hallgarth, Education & Outreach Officer
Artist(s) involved: Andrew Sanderson, photographer, Debbie George, mixed media artist

Others involved: Local Education Authority, Dewsbury College, Andrew Heath-Beesley, Improvement Officer for the Arts

Project Summary

After much planning with all involved and the production of a selection of laminated copies of Andy Warhol prints for each school, the project got underway. Two of the groups consisted of pupils with severe learning disabilities, and the others included pupils with moderate learning difficulties.

The projects took place in the schools over several weeks and used the Andy Warhol images as starting points for discussions about famous people, the different uses of colour and how the prints were made. Each school group took part in a two-hour workshop with photographer Andrew Sanderson. Pupils took digital photographs of each other and some used their favourite personal items or clothes in their pictures.  All the photos were put onto disc and the favourite ones were printed and mounted onto hardboard. In another two-hour session with artist Debbie George the pupils were able to transform their portraits using texture and colour.

The project co-ordinator collected the work from all the schools and scanned the pieces and used them to create eight large banners, one for each school. The work was also used to create posters and invitations for the exhibition of the work at the gallery. Documentary and preparatory work was also on show. 

Benefits & Outcomes

· The banners were later toured around the schools involved and may also be exhibited in other venues

· Relationships were established between the schools and the gallery and some teachers are working with the gallery to develop resources for their pupils to access on future visits.

· The exhibition raised awareness of the different special schools in the area.

Quotes from the Project

A really good experience for children and staff alike, gave us some ideas to use in future art lessons in school (teacher)

It was excellent, it was good to work with the artists and I hope I can do it again … its good to have artists coming into school, it makes the lessons very interesting (pupil)

My hair looks like that Marilyn Monroe poster (pupil)

A bullet-proof project design that could cope with a wide range of abilities and outcomes (teacher)

Hunterian Museum & Art Gallery, Glasgow


Scotland

Whistler's World
Number of children involved: 38

School/group participating: Greater Easterhouse Lone Parent Forum
Project Co-ordinator: Monica Callaghan, Head of Education
Artist(s) involved: Tadhg McKendry, artist/sculptor

Others involved: Anne Louise Cheyne, Lone Parent Forum, 12 other Forum staff

Project Summary

The project took place over five sessions leading up to Children’s Art Day. The youth group was involved in the planning of the project from early stages so was able to take ownership of it. The sessions were led by artist Tadhg McKendry with Monica Callaghan. 

The group took a while to get used to working with new people, but became more familiar and increased in confidence throughout the project. The first session involved looking at the Whistler online resource to get ideas for activities. It was decided that portraits and costume might be interesting themes to use. This was followed by drawing activities. The second session include continuous line drawings, and making features and faces into paper sculptures. The third session was a clay workshop where the young people made clay heads. They went on to create wire figure sculptures in the next session. The final session was a tour of the gallery, museum and zoology museum, drawing activities and animal handling sessions.

Each participant was able to produce several artworks during the project which were then displayed in the community centre.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project raised expectations and aspirations of the young people and increased their confidence whilst developing new skills.

· Awareness of opportunities for young people and families to work with cultural organisations was raised.

· The project developed new potential audiences for the gallery which also gained feedback on the Whistler website.

· The gallery and the Greater Easterhouse centre plan to work together again in the future.

Ikon Gallery, Birmingham




West Midlands

Heavier than Air
Number of children involved: 20 Year 6 pupils

School/group participating: George Dixon Junior and Infant School
Project Co-ordinator: Nikki Shaw, Education Assistant
Others involved: Hugh Heaven and two other teachers, Esther Nightingale and Jo Jones, gallery staff

Project Summary

The school involved is an inner-city primary school with a multi-cultural intake of children who speak more than 11 official languages, some from families seeking asylum and in temporary accommodation. The project was based around the exhibition by artist Paul Ramirez-Jonas, who often works with found objects, tinkering with them, deconstructing them, in order to reconstruct a quirky and often humorous installation or automaton. 

The first day saw the pupils visiting the gallery and taking part in a tour and discussion about the exhibition. During their second visit, the pupils took part in a practical workshop. They designed and made their own sculptural objects from a range of materials, and created collaborative kites.  

The work produced was exhibited in the square outside the gallery. Each piece had a disposable camera attached and passers-by and visitors were encouraged to take photographs of the work and of themselves interacting with the installation. Visitors were also able to take away a sheet of kite designs. After the weekend, the sculptures and the photographs were displayed together in the gallery. The pupils gave a tour of their exhibition to family, friends, teachers and other pupils.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The children’s talk and exhibition proved to be very successful and the gallery plans to use this model in the future.

· The gallery plans to continue to work with the school in future projects.

· The outside exhibition drew in more visitors to the gallery, particularly families.

Quotes from the Project

I really enjoyed the workshop. I have learnt a lot about the artists. I am going to come to the Ikon Gallery with my parents another time (pupil)

It is great to involve young people in design like this – it makes the art gallery very enjoyable and accessible (visitor)

I enjoyed it a lot. I liked making kites, and working with my friends (pupil)

The project gave the children an excellent insight into the world of creativity and art, especially that art is not necessarily representative or just drawing (teacher)

inIVA, London







London

Meet my Carer!
Number of children involved: 26 pupils aged 3 - 5

School/group participating: Hanover Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Indie Choudbury, Curator (Education & Research)
Artist(s) involved: Rebwar

Others involved: Julia Gray, Nursery Teacher, children’s guardians

Project Summary

The project took place over four half days in the school and in the gallery. The children worked with artist Rebwar looking at houses, homes and identities. The sessions involved storytelling, working in small groups to make houses, building a story together, talking about and meeting carers, talking about the difference between a house and a home, songs and creative play.

The work created by the children was mobile, interlocking homes created using cardboard boxes and a variety of domestic and art materials. These were stacked and installed in the gallery space, and each was individual – an ideal house and a house of their own. They also used CD cases to create portraits of their guardians using a range of decorative materials such as buttons, sequins, beads and shells.

Other family, friends and teachers were invited to see the exhibition in the gallery.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project fostered a new relationship with the school and built links with new audiences.

· The children were able to engage with contemporary art and to experience working with a practising artist.

· The gallery was seen to be a welcoming and nurturing environment whilst the scope of the project’s range fusing play, role play, storytelling, artwork, song and creative movement exemplified the potential for positive interactions in a classroom environment.

Quotes from the Project

A house is where anyone can live; a home is where I live (pupil)

My house would be built of chocolate ! (pupil)

King's Lynn Museums, King's Lynn



East

Top Gear: Making Monster Millinery
Number of children involved: 12 Year 10 pupils

School/group participating: Ethel Tipple School
Project Co-ordinator: Eleanor Hill, Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Gemma Goodall, textile artist

Others involved: Graham Shelton, teacher

Project Summary

The aim of the project was to engage teenagers with learning and behavioural difficulties in working with the museum. The group spent two days in the museum working with textile artist Gemma Goodall. They explored the museum’s millinery collections using sketchbooks to examine shapes, materials and functions. The pupils then went on to create their own hats with technical advice from the artist, responding to the museum collection. The work was continued on another day back in the classroom.

The project was quite challenging for some of the pupils who had short attention spans. This was also the first time the museum had done art and design work with a secondary school.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils were able to use the work they produced in their GCSE equivalent exams.

· The project raised the awareness of the teachers as to the resources available for art and design through the museum.

· The school has invited the artist to work there independently on further projects.

Leeds City Art Gallery, Leeds



Yorkshire

Tourist for a day
Number of children involved: 24 Year 2 pupils

School/group participating: Spring Bank Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Amanda Philips, Senior Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Karen Babayan

Others involved: Jo Ward and Andy Blakeley, teachers, 9 parents

Project Summary

The project took place over three and a half days at school, in the gallery and on public transport, which required much planning and risk assessment.

Initially the artist Karen Babayan visited the school to introduce the project and to try out information gathering with the pupils by walking around the school grounds drawing and writing in sketchbooks, taking photographs and using a video camera. This was followed by a day’s gallery visit. The pupils used public transport to reach the gallery and made sketches, notes and took photographs during the journey. Before entering the gallery the stopped to draw the surrounding buildings and experienced a sound piece which was outside the gallery. Once inside, the pupils were given a tour of the Joache Woodrow and Stephen Willats exhibition and explored and gathered information from other parts of the gallery. They were also able to go out onto a balcony to see Leeds from an alternative viewpoint. The group worked with Karen Babayan who projected images from their sketchbooks onto two large rolls of corrugated card. The pupils traced these onto the card. More information gathering took place on the journey back to school.

The pupils spent four more half days on the project back at school. They painted the collaborative images on the large cardboard rolls, created large collage maps of their journey using coloured tissue paper, photographs and photocopies of sketchbook drawings and also created a written account of their journey and visit to the gallery. The finished work was displayed in the school hall for others to see.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The children gained self-esteem through having their work on show and also experienced the gallery for the first time.

· The artist hopes to set up an after-school art club

· The school has gained some large artworks to display in the school hall

· Pupils, teachers and parents are now more familiar and confident in visiting galleries and working with art and artworks.

Quotes from the Project

My most favourite thing in the whole gallery was the balcony (pupil)

It was great, really great. We heard two sounds. One was loud, one was quiet. We saw lots of things. The paintings were my best. I drew lots of things, I have lots of favourites (pupil)

It couldn’t have been better (pupil)

Livesey Museum, London





London

I am an Artist!
Number of children involved: 9 children aged 2 – 24, 5 parents

School/group participating: KIDS Home Learning Southwark
Project Co-ordinator: Rebecca Birch, Museum Officer 
Artist(s) involved: Suzy Tutchell

Others involved: Sally Livings, KIDS

Project Summary

KIDS aims to encourage families to go out and take part in activities within their local community and many don’t do art at home. Families were invited to attend through the KIDS network. The children involved in the scheme have some behavioural difficulties or language delay which can affect learning in mainstream schools.

The project took stimulus from the Taking Part Exhibition, an exhibition of children’s artwork from local schools including sculpture, video, textiles, painting. The families spent a day at the museum. They worked with the artist to make creative textile pieces using domestic materials e.g. flour and water paste, washing powder and washing up liquid to create resists, and also some art materials such as inks and paints. The activity was designed to be replicable at home. Children made individual pieces and then worked together to make a collaborative piece.

The day included a picnic lunch and a celebration of the work where children were given stickers and balloons.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project made links with new audiences for the museum.

· Children and families gained a first hand experience of working with an artist.

· Parents who attended plan to more art activities with their children in future.

· The museum hopes to work more with KIDS in the future and to build it links with other local organisations such as Sure Start and Contact a Family.

Quotes from the Project

We’re going to do lots more art at home and get messy! (parent)

Joshua hasn’t stopped talking about it … he is very proud of his picture (parent)

Llandudno Museum, Llandudno




Wales

Printing Portraits from the East
Number of children involved: 94 Key Stage 2 pupils

School/group participating: Ysgol Morfa Rhiannedd, Ysgol Tudno, Ysgol Ffordd Dyffryn
Project Co-ordinator: Gwenno Eleri Jones, Art and Museums Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Steffan Jones Hughes, printmaker

Others involved: 9 teachers/parents

Project Summary

The project was based around four Japanese prints in Llandudno Museum and the three Welsh-speaking schools were selected in collaboration with the LEA in Conwy. 

Each school had a day’s workshop split between the museum and school. The workshop began with a visit to the museum to see the rare Japanese Ukiyo-e prints ‘Pictures of the floating world’, woodblock prints from the 18th century. The pupils discussed the content of the images and the history behind them. They then made quick sketches of each other using the prints as inspiration and using similar background patterns and shapes in their own drawings. Back at school, artist Steffan Jones Hughes worked with the group. He showed them some of his own work and talked about different techniques and influences. The pupils went on to create monoprints using photocopies of their drawings and patterns from ripped paper. They produced colourful prints reminiscent of the Japanese wood block prints.

A selection of the pupils’ work was displayed at the museum and was featured on a local BBC TV programme as well as in local papers.

Benefits & Outcomes

· Involving an artist in the project inspired the pupils and gave them a memorable experience.

· The schools have shown interest in visiting the museum again.

· As a result of the media interest that exhibition received many local visitors.

Mercer Art Gallery, Harrogate



Yorkshire

Sculpting the Landscape
Number of children involved: 14 Year 9 pupils

School/group participating: Nidderdale High School
Project Co-ordinator: Janine Taylor, Audience Development Officer
Artist(s) involved: Keiko Higashi

Others involved: Judy Wallace and Denise Tindale, teachers

Project Summary

The aim of the project was to introduce students to the vocabulary of art and artists, to working with new materials, to gain an overview of different sculptural techniques with the aim of creating pieces of work for the school grounds. The workshop focused on ways of using recycled and found materials in a range of sculpting techniques. The group consisted of pupils intending to take Art at GCSE .

The pupils spent a day at the gallery which was facilitated by the project co-ordinator and led by the artist who also works at the Yorkshire Sculpture Park. After an introduction to the day, the students tried out different techniques  - sand casting, including preliminary sketches, techniques and actual castings using found materials; making small stone sculptures using white pebbles in natural and unnatural surroundings; willow sculptures, created in groups and sited alongside other sculpture outside the gallery. All the activities took place in the gardens surrounding the gallery. They also had an opportunity to see sculpture and other exhibitions inside the gallery including pieces by David Mach and work by Julia Barton outside the gallery. The artist encouraged the pupils to discuss the work they had created and to question where and why the pieces had been arranged or sited in particular places or ways. At the end of the day the sculptures were dismantled and the materials taken back to school to be used in further work there.

A reporter from BBC local radio visited the workshop and talked to the students about their work.

Benefits & Outcomes

· Pupils gained confidence through taking part in the workshop and working with the artist and gallery staff

· Feedback from teachers was very positive and the school hopes to work with the gallery again in the future

· The gallery learned about the value students place on meeting people who work in an art environment, whether artist or gallery staff

Quotes from the Project

Keiko pitched the information just right for the students … these ideas are quite complex, but they were all understanding the principles behind them … (teacher)

I was a bit worried about taking Art GCSE at first but I thought I would give this a go … I’m really glad I did come along today.. (pupil)

Usually you just have to sit in class and listen to the teacher, but when there’s different people and you can actually look at different pieces of artwork it’s really good.. (pupil) 

National Galleries of Scotland, Edinburgh


Scotland

Exploring Paolozzi
Number of children involved: 10 young people aged 10 - 17

School/group participating: various schools in Lothians and Edinburgh
Project Co-ordinator: Mary Kilpatrick, Community Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Juliana Capes, Emily Learmont

Others involved: Mairi Graham, Visiting Teachers Support Services, Lynn Lymer, Visual Impairment Support Teacher, Leo Kowolik, art historian, Jackie McNamee, assistant artist

Project Summary

The project was planned by the gallery education officer along with the support teachers to meet the needs of the visually impaired children. The children who took part were both sighted and visually impaired. The visually impaired children invited sighted friends to attend the session with them. The project was planned around the exhibition Paolozzi at 80.

The group visited the gallery and were given descriptive and touch tours of the Paolozzi exhibition by the artists and the art historian. These were followed by a clay sculpture workshop in the education room. This was inspired by Paolozzi’s approaches to sculpture. Each participant made a realistic head by feeling their own features and then a made a robotic or monstrous head. They then cut them up and combined them to create two unusual heads which they were able to take home with them. During the day the project co-ordinator talked to the children about what they thought of Paolozzi and his work and what they might like to do in the future at the gallery.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The funding enabled the gallery to provide a high adult to child ratio which ensured the project went well

· The gallery plans to invite the group back to work with another exhibition later in the year

· The inclusion of sighted children in the project was appreciated by all and promoted an inclusive approach to learning.

Quotes from the Project

They were delighted and inspired by the chance to touch part of the exhibition, and clearly gained a lot of understanding about Paolozzi’s sculptural techniques. (artist)

Art doesn’t need to be serious like flowers, portraits etc, but can be fun (pupil)
Oriel Davies Gallery, Newtown




Wales

In the Picture
Number of children involved: 17 Year 5 and 6 pupils

School/group participating: Banw Primary CP School
Project Co-ordinator: Claire Martin, Education Officer
Others involved: Delyth Jones, Head teacher, Mari Owen Arad Goch theatre company

Project Summary

The project was an investigation through drama of the work by Shani Rhys James in her exhibition ‘The Black Cot’. The theatre company Arad Gogh is based at Aberystwyth Arts Centre and works in both English and Welsh which enabled a Welsh-speaking school to take part. The artist Shani Rhys James is local to the Newtown area, so the pupils were already familiar with her work.

Mari Owen made an initial visit to the school to meet the pupils and head teacher and also to lead a preliminary session there. The pupils then spent a day in the gallery working with Mari. When they arrived, the pupils were able to explore the exhibition on their own, The large-scale paintings in the show explore ideas of fears and anxieties around childhood memories and domestic scenes. Once they had looked round Mari led a discussion about the artist and her work. Then the practical work began with warm up exercises followed by observation and further discussion of the work, examining different aspects including use of colour, style of painting, the identity of characters and the significance of particular objects portrayed. This led to further exercises including improvisation and creating frozen tableaux of the works. The pupils split into groups and created their own interpretations of the paintings using a few limited props.

The project offered participants a fresh and original approach to looking at painting. The pupils remained focussed throughout the day and worked well together. They contributed imaginative ideas and made links with other stories within their reading experience.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project helped to strengthen the gallery’s relationship with the school.

· The project will provide a model for future ways of working with an exhibition.

· The pupils have taken their experience and new skills back to the classroom.

Quotes from the Project

When can we come again ? (pupil)

Although it was hard work, I thoroughly enjoyed the day (Mari Owen)

It demonstrated that there are many ways to introduce children to contemporary art (project co-ordinator)

Oxfordshire Museum, Woodstock


South East

Behind the Scenes at the Museum
Number of children involved: 9 Year 12 pupils

School/group participating: The Malborough School
Project Co-ordinator: Valerie Wardlaw, Museum Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Iona Fabian and Clinton Osbourne, animation artists

Others involved: Nigel Atkinson, teacher

Project Summary

The project involved a group of A Level Art students and was designed around the idea of what happens to objects in a museum when the lights go out. The pupils spent two days in the museum working on the project. On the first day the pupils had a chance to look round the museum and were introduced the project. The artists introduced the techniques involved in animation and showed examples of other projects. The pupils selected objects from the museum handling collection to tell their short stories with. They created storyboards for their films and started to make models to use in them. 

On the second day the pupils continued working on their models and background sets and their animation sequences were filmed. The students had worked in groups and created three short films about the objects in the museum coming to life and escaping from the cases to dance and run about! A special viewing was arranged where pupils could bring their families and friends along to see the finished films.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils developed new skills which they will be able to use in their art work, they also developed their ability to work with others

· The project created new links with the school and interest in future projects

· The gallery hopes to run animation workshops for other school groups in the future.

Quotes from the Project

It will enrich the rest of my artwork for the future (pupil)

I really enjoyed working with an animator, you really start to appreciate how things are produced (pupil)

Enjoyable, fun, interesting, informative (pupil)

Park Gallery, Falkirk






Scotland

Flour Power
Number of children involved: 40 aged 5 - 12

School/group participating: First for Kids -Falkirk Out of Schools Club Network
Project Co-ordinator: Heather Sharma, FEA Placement Arts Development Team
Artist(s) involved: 2 student artists, 2 professional artists

Others involved: 8 adult helpers, ADM Mill, Matheson’s Bakers

Project Summary

The children involved in the project all came through the Falkirk out of schools network as the activity took place during the school holidays. All the materials – flour, semolina, atta, fish and animal feed were donated by local businesses.

The project took place over one day. The children initially visited exhibitions in the gallery led by the four artists in different groups. They made sketches and discussed ideas and responses to the exhibits. Then they went outside to work in 3 sites in the grounds using flour, semolina, atta, fish food etc. The children worked in groups and developed artwork based on what they had seen in the galleries. One of the exhibitions featured ‘robots’, so one of the images was based around that idea. Another group created a 20ft gremlin in response to a Grimm’s Fairly Tale book that they looked at in the gallery. The 3rd area was a scene containing 6 giant swans, a princess and a wicked witch! The children worked closely with the different artists and tried out new techniques and ways of working. The final works were photographed and the children were able to take home their research drawings and paintings.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project gained a lot of public interest on the day for the gallery and was also featured in a local paper

· The project strengthened the links between the gallery and First 4 Kids

· The children had an inspiring and memorable experience using new media and working with artists

Quotes from the Project

That was great! Can we do it again? (participant)

Peacock Visual Arts, Aberdeen




Scotland

Space Place
Number of children involved: 12 children

School/group participating: Kaimhill School, Marlpool School, Beechwood School
Project Co-ordinator: Susan Grant, Education Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Charlie Hackett, Grays School of Art

Others involved: Fiona Doring, Gallery Education Co-ordinator, Louise Baxter, Cultural Co-ordinator, Mohamed Ashreen Abdullah, Yannis Christodoulou, Voon Chin Wong, Mel Cook, Caroilin Liston, Verity Hocking, Chrisanne Baird, Justin Robinson, Aznul Shahid, assistant tutors

Project Summary

Planning sessions were used to develop a practical multimedia workshop using investigative architectural techniques, including model making and collaged manipulation of images. The tutors were architects or artists involved in architecture. The children taking part had a mixture of physical and learning difficulties. The project linked into proposals for a new arts centre for the city.

The project took place over two days and commenced with an interpretive session in the gallery’s ‘Streetworks’ exhibition and the work of other architects. This gave an insight into the practice of architects, some of whom were present as volunteer tutors, and allowed the children to develop ideas based around their own experiences of architectural spaces. The workshop then allowed the children to work collaboratively with the architects and artists to come up with design ideas for their ‘ideal’ art centre that would appeal to them and all their needs. Issues of access, interior design, interactivity, facilities etc were all considered. Activities included drawing on the floor, making large-scale collages, model building and photography.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project developed new links between the three schools and the gallery which is the only contemporary art provider in the area.

· The children were able to engage with architecture and art and work with professional artists and designers.

· The ideas developed during the workshop will feed into the brief for the design of the new arts centre

· Architecture students gained experience of planning a workshop and working with young people

Quotes from the Project

I liked making models. It was fun. Drawing on the floor was also fun. (pupil)

It gives you a chance to do things you can’t do in school (pupil)

One to one help was excellent (teacher)

Project Ability, Glasgow





Scotland

Romantic Raptures
Number of children involved: 14 children aged 3 and over

School/group participating: Glasgow YMCA’s asylum seekers and refugee project 
Project Co-ordinator: Elisabeth Gibson, Artistic Director
Artist(s) involved: Rita Currens, 3 other artists

Others involved: Lorna Allen, YMCA, 4 parents

Project Summary

The project was designed to encourage families living at the YMCA to make use of Project Ability and its workshop and exhibition programme. The exhibition used was by Rita Currens, a self-taught artist who uses a wide range of media in creating her work, including glass, textiles, ceramics, printmaking and painting.

The project was advertised through posters put up in the centre and flyers given out to families with children. A bus picked up the group to take them to the session. Once they arrived they visited the exhibition. This was followed by a two-hour practical workshop. The children and their parents were able to try out three different techniques in small groups using the theme of animals. The glass-painting group used Perspex – each participant created a design which they traced and coloured onto the plastic. The printmaking group worked using polystyrene plates to create their images. The fabric-painting group worked on their design using fabric paints, pens and glitter on T-shirts. 

The project was a new experience to the participants, for many it was a first visit to an art gallery or artist’s studio.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The feedback from the group was extremely positive, and despite some language barriers, all the participants enjoyed the workshop and would like to attend similar events.

· The gallery plans to deliver an arts service to the YMCA residents and continue to programme visits to galleries in Glasgow.

· The success of the event encouraged the gallery to programme other events as part of the exhibition programme to encourage new audiences.

Pump House Gallery, London




London

Palm Mapping
Number of children involved: 15 Year 6 pupils

School/group participating: Furzedown Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Sandra Ross, Acting Curator/Manager
Artist(s) involved: Simon Faithfull and Russell Martin

Others involved: Michaela Truscott, teacher, Karina Kjoeller, gallery intern

Project Summary

The group spent a day at the gallery during Simon Faithfull’s exhibition ‘Vanishing Point’ of work concerned with creating personal maps of places and journeys, often using new technologies. After looking round the exhibition with Simon Faithfull and Russell Martin, an artist educator, they discussed the work on show and the artist’s ideas. The pupils were then shown how to use palm pilots and were given an opportunity to practice.

The pupils split into four groups, with a palm pilot each as well as sketchbooks, and were given a map of the park surrounding the gallery. They worked together to explore the park and to look for particular features such as the bandstand and the pagoda and also other things that interested them, like an unusual tree or a dog. The pupils recorded these using the palm pilot and other drawings.  On their return to the gallery the drawings were downloaded from the palm pilots and multiple copies printed out. The drawings were then grouped geographically and aesthetically, resulting in the group curating their individual drawings and printouts into one large collaborative collage on the floor. This became a large collaborative map of the area around the park and the school. The pupils continued working, creating imagined routes, adding drawings of areas they knew well and from their imagination. A large wall piece was also created using post-its to reflect the idea of pixels on the palm pilot screen. 

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project went a great way in developing the relationship between the school and the gallery.

· The pupils had a first hand experience of art and direct contact with two artists, they also gained new skills, particularly in new technologies which they could take away and develop.

· The gallery benefited through having a valuable experience in facilitating and developing an innovative new media educational project which raised the profile of the exhibition as a whole. 

Quotes from the Project

The opportunity of having exhibiting artist Simon Faithful explain his work gave us a very unique and inspiring insight into contemporary art (teacher)

We had a fab day doing things with you and have learned a lot (pupil)

I enjoyed working alongside an artist. My favourite part was using the palm pilots – we all loved the day (pupil)

We persuaded Mrs Wilson to buy palm pilots for the school (pupil)

Q Arts, Derby






East Midlands

Optical Illusions
Number of children involved: 19 aged 3 - 16

School/group participating: Derby Deaf Families Group
Project Co-ordinator: Louise Clements, Exhibtions Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: 4 artists

Others involved: Janet Wardle-Peck, Deaf Families Co-ordinator, 4 gallery staff from the programming team, Sarah Gatford-Ball, BSL interpreter

Project Summary

The project was led by four artists who have experience of delivering workshops to the deaf community in Derby. The activities they facilitated were all optical illusions including illusion flick-book, zoetrope, traumatrope, motion cards, impossible objects, anamorphic art, ambiguous images and more. All the activities were accessible to all ages and were popular with the young people and adults alike. Participants were able to finish the pieces within the time of the workshop and take their illusions home with them. The four artists had a series of different illusions that the participants could make, see and have a go with.

The workshop took place during the Disinformation exhibition, in the gallery space. The exhibition contained work looking at science and light through video and installation. The participants were able to look around the gallery in between activities or when they needed a break. The workshops were also open to members of the public throughout the day and 63 people of all ages took part.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The participants were very positive about their experience and had a great sense of achievement. 

· The children gained practical art skills, communication and socialising skills through participatory activity.

· The gallery hopes to organise future events for the group and other BSL interpreted workshops.

South Shields Museum & Art Gallery, South Shields
North

Curiosity Cabinet
Number of children involved: 18 Year 9 pupils

School/group participating: Jarrow School

Project Co-ordinator: Helen Orr, Learning Officer
Artist(s) involved: Sharon Wilson

Others involved: Cath Mills, teacher, the school’s Work Related Training Officer

Project Summary

The pupils used the museum’s collections for inspiration during this project which took place over four days in the museum. 

In the first session the group was introduced to how collecting began to the idea of the curiosity cabinet and how museums as we know them evolved. A variety of handling objects were provided ranging from Victorian toys to pottery and stuffed turtles. The pupils group these to create a display, then, through discussions with the artist, thought about alternative groupings such as might be used in a Curiosity Cabinet. The pupils were also asked to make drawings of objects listed as being in a cabinet without seeing them. These drawings were later used on the invitations to their exhibition. The group were treated to a ‘special’ refreshment introduced to the country by the collector Hans Sloane. This was actually cocoa made with hot water. The pupils were introduced to the idea of exploring the unknown and learned about the ‘Enlightenment’. The main part of the project for the pupils was to create their own cabinet of curiosities. The artist sourced a variety of objects from charity shops and car boot sales - such as Barbie dolls, plastic skeletons, shells, boxes, talking fish - which the pupils changed, decorated, manipulated and rearranged to create their own ‘curiosities’. 

The finished curiosities were displayed in a cabinet in the museum and the pupils made imaginative labels for them on ‘aged’ paper. The pupils and friends and family were invited for a special viewing of the work.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The project fitted into national curriculum areas of ‘visiting a museum or gallery’ and ‘personal places, public spaces’.

· The museum developed an excellent relationship with the school through this project.

· The project has fed into others run by the museum.

· The cabinet proved to be very popular with visitors to the museum.

Spacex, Exeter






South West

Flowers on the Move
Number of children involved: 14 aged 2 - 11

School/group participating: Planet Rainbow, Buddle Lane Family Centre
Project Co-ordinator: Hannah Reeves, Education & Outreach Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Jenny Mellings and Attila Mustafa

Others involved: Parminda Southcott, Planet Rainbow, 8 parents and grandparents, Anna Cosgrove, gallery staff

Project Summary

Planet Rainbow is a recently formed support group for families of mixed cultural heritage, the first of its kind in Devon. The theme of the project was gardens and flowers.

The group made a visit to Killerton House whose garden was designed by 19th C nurseryman John Veitch. The children gathered fallen leaves and petals, looked at flower displays and made sketches. They also discussed the garden with the artist including its historical context, which included British Empire trade routes. After a picnic lunch in the gardens, the group returned to the gallery to make animated dancing figures, inspired by 19th C dances/garden parties, using an array of leaves, flowers and seeds. They worked together to create two animations – all ages could join in, the younger children making simple backgrounds and the older children making more complex figures.

The group planned to return to the gallery to see screenings of their animations.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery was able to make links with a new group through the project, offering them a free workshop.

· The activity worked well for the mixed age family group.

· Two members of the group joined the gallery’s Saturday art club.

Quotes from the Project

Art can be boring but I like this (participant)

Studio Voltaire, London





London

‘After-Aftermath’ Craig Fisher Soft-Sculpture Workshop
Number of children involved: 17 Year 10 Art GNVQ students

School/group participating: Kingsdale School
Project Co-ordinator: Thurle Wright, Education Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: 2 artists from Studio Voltaire

Others involved: Pat Randall, teacher, 1 other teacher

Project Summary

The class worked with was a low ability set from a predominantly low socio-economic background, from an urban school. The project was based around Craig Fisher’s large-scale soft-sculpture installation made specifically for the gallery.

The students visited the gallery for half a day where they looked around the installation and took part in a short discussion with two artists. They then split into groups in which they came up their own filmic stories prompted by ideas from the exhibition. All the ideas were reported to the whole class who then chose the best idea as the basis for their installation. This final story featured a complicated heist of a Peckham gambling den, the day being saved by ‘Gambit’ a leather clad superhero with lethal playing cards.

Over the following week in school the students worked with their teacher drawing ideas and discussing props and other ideas. The two artists then spent a day in school with the group. They re-capped on ideas discussed in the gallery and then started on creating the installation. The students worked in small groups using foam, MDF, fabric, card, photocopies, sacking, newspapers, plastic, sequins etc, playing with scale and transposing materials and contexts. Some students got so carried away with what they were creating that they stayed after school to finish.

The students’ work was installed in the gallery and the students and friends and family were invited to an evening opening event. This was the first time many of the students had come into contact with a small gallery or contemporary art. The students were delighted with their installation.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The school was very positive about the project and planned to install the students’ work in the school.

· Studio Voltaire hopes to build an educational room so that it can undertake more education work

Quotes from the Project

I’m gonna be an artist man! I’m gonna make lots of money! (student)

This is way cool. I could do this you know (student)

We never knew Jennifer was good at art (brother)

It’s shown them a different world and a different aspect to art. It’s opened their eyes a bit (teacher)

Study Gallery, Poole





South West

Sculpsonic
Number of children involved: 20

School/group participating: Winton Boys School and Rossmore Community College
Project Co-ordinator: Sandy Wilderspin, Art Education Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Andy Kirkby

Others involved: Pete Wilkin and Sue Johns, teachers, 3 parents

Project Summary

The day was planned around the exhibition ‘Kinetic’ and the aim was to provide a series of creative challenges for pupils and their families to design and make three sculptural works that either made sound or investigated new ways of drawing. The project was led by artist Andy Kirkby and facilitated by gallery staff.

The pupils worked in three groups in response to three different creative challenges: To design and make a sound sculpture from assorted scavenged junk and building materials; To create a pendulum drawing machine to produce a large scale ‘chaotic’ drawing; To transform a fellow pupil into a human drawing machine which could be operated by other people. The group rotated around these different challenges developing and evolving the previous group’s ideas. Pupils from different schools worked together and parents had opportunities to work with their own children as well as being part of a larger team.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The event engaged young people and family groups in an unusual first hand experience of art and an artist

· This was the first project the gallery had run with Rossmore School. It also strengthened the existing relationship with Winton School.

Quotes from the Project

I never worked like that before, but was it art!! (participant)

I never knew about the Study Gallery before today…I’ll be back! (participant)

I thought the machine that made strange noises was mad (participant)

I liked it when the poles were tied to my arms and other people made me move to draw (participant)
The Lowry, Salford





North West

Shiny Happy Buildings
Number of children involved: 16 aged 4 - 5

School/group participating: All Souls RC Primary School
Project Co-ordinator: Fay Taylor, Visual Arts Education Manager
Artist(s) involved: Isobel Pickup

Others involved: Julie Bainbridge, teacher, one other teacher

Project Summary

The gallery decided to work with a reception class group as it did not have formal provision for this age group in its normal programmes. The project took place during a morning session to allow for short attention spans.

The children visited the gallery and were introduced to the project and its themes – colour, shape and texture. They were split into three groups, each with an adult. Their first task was to explore the building and its architecture using an activity sheet and make rubbings from textured surfaces they came across. After a story session on the themes of the day, the children were introduced to the next activity. The artist had drawn some large outlines of a temple, a skyscraper and a castle, which the children then worked to fill using collage. They discussed the different buildings and what happened in them and then began to work using a variety of materials of different shapes, colours and textures including their rubbings.

For most of the children this was their first visit to an art gallery, and they were excited about visiting the building. They had the experience of working with an artist and trying out new techniques and using interesting materials, developing skills they then took back to the classroom to explore further.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The teachers were very positive about the event whose success was demonstrated by the level of enthusiasm and concentration among the children.

· The school has expressed an interest in being involved in other future projects.

· The work produced by the pupils was displayed in the gallery over the summer.

Quotes from the Project

The whole experience was wonderful …the children were well focused and loved doing the rubbings (teacher)

The children learned observation skills – looking for pattern and texture, appreciation of texture, shape and space. They learned how to cooperate and encourage others (teacher)

They really enjoyed it and seemed excited to be involved with the activities as well as by the experience of the visit… the planning of the project was good and the activities lasted the right amount of time for the children’s concentration (artist)

Towner Art Gallery & Museum, Eastbourne

South East

At Home with Art
Number of children involved: 15 mixed age and ability students

School/group participating: Hazel Court Special Needs School
Project Co-ordinator: Natalie Walton, Education Officer
Artist(s) involved: Caroline LeBreton and John Coles

Others involved: Sarah Pinhargad, teacher, 4 year 10 pupils from Causeway School, 2 learning support workers, 1 member of gallery staff

Project Summary

The project was based around the gallery’s temporary programme of exhibitions looking at works of art that reflect or manipulate the domestic environment, playing with expectations and the familiar environment. 

The project took place over two days and was based in the school as taking the pupils out of school would have been problematic because of their range of needs. A work of art from the gallery’s permanent collection was taken into the school by the artists and shown to the pupils. Images of other works from the collection, all around domestic themes, were projected onto the wall of the classroom. 

The aim of the practical activity was to create a domestic setting within the school by creating a three-dimensional environment for the pupils to physically interact with, a space that would allow the pupils to create their won domestic room. The more able pupils created the main structure of the room, furniture and appliances and others concentrated on painting and decorating the different elements of the scene. The group discussed their own homes with the artists and were encouraged to think about particular activities that took place in different rooms and to bring in pictures of their homes for the second session. The pupils all worked well together and produced a series of rooms within a stage-like structure complete with appliances and furniture, including a microwave, sink, sofa etc.

At the end of the session the pupils had engaged so completely with the work that they wanted to be part of it and to take elements of it home with them.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils were encouraged to work both independently and as part of a group, great success was witnessed where pupils of mixed ability worked together as a team, supporting each other.

· The pupils developed their confidence and their skills and abilities throughout the project

· The relationship between the school and the gallery was strengthened with plans to visit the gallery in the future.

· The project showed the benefits of using works of art from the collection in schools

Quotes from the Project

It was so good to see the children pull away on the buss clutching a microwave oven they had made (artist)

The children were totally absorbed, it was such a focused and positive experience, the children enjoyed the whole thing (support worker)

It was interesting and good to see such language-based work (support worker)

Wolsey Art Gallery, Ipswich




East

Rose Tinted Glasses? - Digitally Manipulating the Landscape
Number of children involved: 19

School/group participating: Thurleston High School
Project Co-ordinator: Catherine Richardson, Arts Resource Officer
Artist(s) involved: Mark Dixon, Tess Glanville

Others involved: 1 volunteer, 1 teacher

Project Summary

The school group involved had been preparing for the project all term by working on the theme of landscapes in their art lessons. The group spent a day at the gallery for the project. They were introduced to a traditional Constable landscape in the collection and discussed its social history. The pupils were then introduced to the exhibition ‘Sights Unseen’ billboard landscapes by Paul Collinson displayed around the part in which the gallery is situated. As they explored the exhibition, the pupils discussed the use of perspective, photography, text, scale and site to interpret the issues raised by the billboards.

Once back in the gallery, artist Mark Dixon demonstrated how digital manipulation can dramatically change the meaning or effect of an image. The pupils then worked in pairs using Photoshop on computers to manipulate their own landscape images they had brought in with them, with support from the artists. At the end of the day, each pair left their favourite image on screen and the whole group discussed the images. Many of the images incorporated text as had the images in the exhibition.

The artist returned to the school for a short follow-up session to finalise the images and agree an order for their display in the gallery over the summer.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The gallery was able to create a new link with a local secondary school and to use its new Lottery-funded digital equipment.

· The pupils and teacher appreciated having a whole day to spend on an art project rather than just timetabled sessions.

· The pupils developed their understanding about digital and contemporary art and learned new digital media skills.

Quotes from the Project

Their outputs showed lots of effort, both in learning new skills and thoughtful content (artist)

I am pleased to have introduced some young people to a new way of working perhaps (artist)

We had always thought Photoshop would be too difficult for the kids but now I know they’re capable I want to put in a bid to get it on the PCs in the art room (teacher)

Wolverhampton Art Gallery, Wolverhampton
West Midlands

Movement in Colour
Number of children involved: 8 Year 5 pupils

School/group participating: East Park Junior School
Project Co-ordinator: Su Booth, Access & Interpretation Co-ordinator
Artist(s) involved: Adrian Clamp and James Heritage

Others involved: Lyn Chivers and Mrs Orme, teachers

Project Summary

The children who took part were all non-readers with short attention spans and were selected to take part in the project to build confidence and encourage them to express themselves through art. Both teachers specialise in Special Educational Needs and teaching the deaf. The project was based on ‘Rainbow’, a temporary exhibition for children based on colour.

The group spent one day at the gallery. The artists introduced them to the exhibition ‘Rainbow’ and to a particular screenprint by Bridget Riley, looking at how the optical effect was achieved. They took part in an activity drawing patterns based on the Bridget Riley images. They then selected their favourite pattern, traced it onto acetate and then used an OHP to copy the design onto a large canvas. Later the pupils looked at colour – how combinations can create optical effects, receding and strong colours, and opposite/complementary colours. They used these ideas in choosing the colours to use on their canvases and took guidance from the artists on not mixing up the two colours.

Meanwhile each pupil had a chance to create a ‘spin painting’ helped by one of the artists and a teacher. They each created their own large disc using a potter’s wheel mechanism set up by the artist. The pupils were able to select and add their own colours to create their paintings/

Both creating large canvases and spin paintings were new experiences for the children involved and they all found it very enjoyable.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The pupils developed new skills and built their confidence

· The work produced was visually strong and the school planned to display it

· The gallery used the spin painting activity for other public drop-in sessions as it was so successful

Quotes from the Project

I liked the spinning pictures best (pupil)

I learnt you need to keep inside the lines to make a better picture (pupil)

Pictures that look easy can be difficult to draw (pupil)

Worcester City Art Gallery, Worcester

West Midlands

Nature and Nation - a child's view
Number of children involved: 100 aged 4 - 7

School/group participating: Dines Green Primary School and other familes
Project Co-ordinator: Angela  Bishop, Finance and Administration Officer
Artist(s) involved: Jaques Nimki, Connie Harpur and Nina Coulson

Project Summary

The project was divided into two parts – one session for the school group and another day of drop-in public workshops. Artist Jaques Nimki led the workshops with support from the other artists. Jaques Nimki works with weeds and uses them to make very delicate and intricate drawings.

The first session took place in the school. The artist talked to the pupils from a reception class about his work and about weeds in general and then the children went on walkabout to choose their own weed to work with. The children each made a badge-size miniature drawing of their weed which was later made into a badge. They then did bold line drawings of their weeds and created collages from them using a range of other materials. The second session was open to these pupils and their families as well as other members of the public and was held in the gallery at the weekend. Children were able to take part in similar activities including drawing a different weeds and wild flowers using different media as well as making badges and collages.

Benefits & Outcomes

· The free public workshops attracted some new audiences for the gallery

· The children learnt new skills and the teachers found out about new ways of using and working with art

