ENGAGE REGIONAL MEETING WEST MIDLANDS 18 September
Held at The Pump Rooms Gallery, Leamington Spa

Present:

Jessica Hartsorn, Rugby Art Gallery

Anna Dolecka, Museum of the Jewellery Quarter

Laura Broadhurst, The Herbert

Claire Turner, The Ikon Gallery

Jim Morris, Freelance artist

Nicky Mcintosh, Nadia Wazera, Chloe Johnson – Pump Rooms Gallery, Leamington Spa 
Trevelyan Wright, Compton Verney
Current Activities:

Pump Rooms – Leamington Spa

Main focus is in informal learning, holiday workshops with temporary shows

Work in partnership with different schools. Have learning packs which focus on KS1/2

Use the MLA Teacher Placement scheme which has worked very well, looking at ethnographic, geography elements of curriculum

Opening event with each new temporary show aimed at families

Meet the artists/curators

IKON

Getting much more into the swing of regular family activities at the weekends and half-terms

Starting to develop bookable workshops in the school holidays

Explore funding from engage to develop programmes for deaf and disabled audiences

Rugby Art Gallery

Working on a project called ‘Pure Cinema, with young people and also doing animation and film activities for the Big Draw

Have got an MLA grant to do a loan box around the theme of citizenship

Working with Age Concern through Made in The Middle

Herbert

Developing new education resources for the gallery re-opening

Piloting PDA trails and videoconferencing

Collaboration with Wolverhampton on children in conflict

Jim Morris

Doing puppet-making at the Herbert on the theme of creative families.

Working with family groups caring for a disabled child

Working at the Walsall Leather Museum

Museum of the Jewelley Quarter

Working with exhibition Earth’s Riches, jewellery fro the natural world and developing resources for families.
Just finished summer holiday activities programming exploring different materials – working in glass, straw, metal etc. 

School workshops with Brilliantly Birmingham for environmental workshops. Starting a project linking Montsarrat and Iranian Christians with the Jewellery Quarter exploring issues of gated communities.

Compton Verney

Held Young People’s Summer School accredited by Artsaward, v successful.

Part of explore project with Walsall and Ikon.

Activities weekends for families over the summer including collaborations with Stans Café and 7inch cinema.

Secured funding from EU for collaborative project on family photographs with Museum of Budapest and Fratelli Alinari photographic archive Italy.

Lots of life drawing classes for schools in autumn with The Naked Portrait

EVENTS

There was a feeling that a version of the recent briefing events on the education sector would be very valuable within the W Midlands: changes to the national curriculum; the 14-19 agenda; Specialist School Status; Extended Schools. Black Country School Improvement Partnership might be able to help with this.
An event exploring Outreach – what is it? Role of freelancers? Why should galleries/museums do it? Handling collections and resources that can go out.

An event exploring the youth service agenda and young people not through schools and colleges – how can we be as pro-active and confident in working with youth centres, groups as we are with schools. Two examples; the Pop galleries at Wolverhampton; Gallery 37 and Jack Shuttleworth at the Herbert.
There were good links in Claire Mitchell – youth arts at GOWM.

Storytelling and narrative plus role in gallery interpretation.

We then looked at questions for the Directors in Discussion event on October 10th. Key ones were:

Where does education sit within the region’s galleries and museums

What does outreach mean for building-based organisations?

How can Gallery Guides/Visitors contribute more effectively?

What are the directors early memories of visiting museums and galleries?

Date of Next Meeting:
Directors In discussion event, Weds October 10th, Compton Verney

12;00 noon – 1:15pm followed by tour of The Naked Portrait

RSVP to trevelyan.wright@comptonverney.org.uk

