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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  



11 December 2007

EIGHT GALLERIES TO FOCUS ON DISABLED AND DEAF PEOPLE  IN SPRING 2008
From an open submission, eight galleries in the West Midlands, London and Wales have been chosen by Shape and engage to participate in a national pilot programme.

explore gives eight galleries in England and Wales the chance to focus on disabled and deaf people as audiences, participants and artists.

Chief Executive of Shape, Steve Mannix said ’This is a great chance for disabled and deaf people to get involved in their local gallery, in a programme designed with them.’

According to The Mayor of London’s Cultural Strategy April 2004 ‘Disabled people are much less likely to attend cultural venues…. only 50% went to an art venue at least once a month compared with 74% of the total population.’

Director of engage, Jane Sillis said ‘explore gives galleries the time and resources to identify and remove on the barriers that might prevent disabled and deaf people using galleries. 

‘Disabled and deaf people still face barriers when visiting a gallery, whether its physical access, thinking ‘its not for me’ or the attitudes of staff. We want explore to give disabled and deaf people confidence to visit and engage with galleries and for galleries to be confident with disabled and deaf people. Galleries can be more accessible.’ said Steve Mannix.

The programme will include training for gallery staff and artists, gallery projects for deaf and disabled people and a ‘key findings’ publication. The publication will serve as a useful toolkit and benchmark for cutting edge inclusive practice.

‘The research and training is a direct request from our members’ said Jane Sillis.

explore is made possible by a grant from The Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust through The Ann Rylands Special Project.  
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About explore

explore gives eight galleries in England and Wales the chance to focus on disabled and deaf people as audiences, participants and artists. The galleries will be working in cluster groups and will aim to develop more inclusive approaches; ultimately becoming more welcoming to disabled and deaf people.

explore is made possible by a grant from The Sir Jules Thorn Charitable Trust through The Ann Rylands Special Project.

The eight galleries are:

London

Four Corners, www.fourcornersfilm.co.uk
Space Studios, www.spacestudios.org.uk
West Midlands

The New Art Gallery Walsall, www.artatwalsall.org.uk
Compton Verney, www.comptonverney.org.uk    

Ikon Gallery, www.ikon-gallery.co.uk
Wales

Wrexham Arts Centre, www.wrexham.gov.uk
Oriel Davies Gallery www.orieldavies.org
Oriel Mostyn Gallery www.mostyn.org
About Shape

This year Shape celebrates 30 years of pioneering the active involvement of disabled and deaf people in all aspects of the arts and creative industries.


Shape’s key aims are:

· To increase participation of disabled and deaf people as audiences for the arts, culture and creative industries;

· To increase the amount of disabled and deaf people employed or taking a leading role in positions of influence in the arts and cultural sector;

· To support creative and cultural organisations to achieve best practice in participatory work with deaf and disabled people;

· To support and promote the presentation of quality practice by disabled and deaf artists.

For enquiries:

Taryn Ozorio

Senior Marketing Manager

Shape – disabled and deaf people and the arts

Telephone 020 7619 2612

Mobile 079 362 40882

E mail taryn@shapearts.org.uk 

Website www.shapearts.org.uk 

About engage
engage, the National Association for Gallery Education, is the lead organisation promoting access to, enjoyment and understanding of the visual arts through gallery education. engage has over a thousand members in 17 countries. Our members include gallery, museum and arts professionals, teachers, artists, freelancers and policy makers. engage has active programmes in Scotland, Wales and England. engage works in four areas:

advocacy and partnership - working to build wider recognition of the value of gallery education and to influence policies and resourcing in galleries and arts education. 

research and programmes - developing research programmes with galleries and key partners such as higher education institutions and schools.  

training - providing training opportunities to promote good practice and helping practitioners pursue careers in gallery education and arts education. 

support - supporting engagemembers through peer support, networking and professional development.  engage shares practice, ideas, jobs and opportunities through its website and through publications such as the twice yearly journal and special project publications.

engage is supported by Arts Council England, the Arts Council of Wales and Scottish Arts Council.

For enquiries: 

Jack Fortescue

Publications, Website and Marketing Officer

engage, the National Association for Gallery Education
Telephone 020 7490 4690

E mail jack.fortescue@engage.org
Website www.engage.org 
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