Involving Young People (Leanne Turvey)

Notes on the session by Barbara Taylor

Leanne’s session involved the group in research that she is carrying out, through her work, to look at strategies to enable young people to be genuinely involved in the planning and delivery of projects. 

She asked the group

· Why involve young people?

· To what extent can they be involved?

· How far should we involve them and what issues might limit their involvement?

· What are the implications for the role of the artist, who is generally the person who comes up with the ideas?

Leanne described 2 projects where she is exploring these issues:

‘Factory’  3 -4 day project for group 13 -18 years, an autonomous community arts group working with 2 artists on radio piece, responding to sound work – young people dissatisfied with final outcome as not fully involved in decisions.   

‘The Works’ project with very local children, aged 6 – 14, 2 artists, 4 artists volunteers involving curating, sound, drawing, live art, performance. Proving more successful as consulting young people about what they want to do, and also how much control they would like. How can Leanne hand over more responsibility to the group so that they can drive the project and develop a programme of events for the gallery’s local community audience. 

Leanne involved the summer school group in considering what they through the young people what want and what they had actually asked for. The idea of having a say in what happens is very new to them and they would like more control, but lack the experience. They were encouraged to plan their own workshops but couldn’t. Leanne needs to find ways to increase their abilities so that she can step back in a staged way. 

The young people want a framework and a degree of management in order to enable good behaviour and for every participants voice to be heard – whatever their age or experience.  
Leanne is now planning a new programme where the artists will work with the young people to devise their own workshops. The young people want more information, a greater choice of materials, and to work with ideas that they connect with – in this case food, ring tones and animation.

The group of young people sent their comments to summer school with Leanne and the group were asked to send back their ideas for activities that the young people could engage with and develop their workshops from. 

Leanne is keen for the young people to continue this open dialogue and post it on the web based University of Openness, to take it out of the gallery education world into an academic and professional arena.   

