National Children’s Art Day 2002

Report on the galleries and museums 

grants programme managed by engage 

on behalf of the Clore Duffield Foundation

‘I saw art everywhere’

‘The benefits were fantastic and immeasurable’

‘Both teachers and pupils were amazed’
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Quotes from the projects

‘I learnt how artists see things’

pupil Gallery Comes to School project

‘There is more about art than just painting a picture’

pupil City Gallery project

‘I saw art everywhere’

pupil Barber Institute of Fine Arts project

‘It was good to work with a professional artist, he gave us confidence.’

pupil Harris Museum and Art Gallery project

‘I took pictures I would not normally take.’

pupil Impressions Gallery project

‘The benefits were fantastic and immeasurable.’

teacher, 20-21 Visual Arts Centre project

‘The sense of achievement they [pupils] felt at the end of the project was wonderful.’

teacher, Alfred East Art Gallery project

‘It was good for the pupils to work in a different environment’

teacher The Lowry project

‘Both teachers and pupils were amazed at the different means and methods for interpreting the paintings.’

project co-ordinator Firstsite project

Executive Summary

Aim

The aim of the programme was to enable galleries and museums to reach out to local schools and groups and to initiate and organise exciting and innovative first-hand experience of art and artists for National Children’s Art Day

Outcomes

53 innovative new projects took place around National Children’s Art Day targeting children throughout the UK, including:

· direct experience of art and artworks

· contact with professional gallery and museum staff and artists

· planning and input involving teachers

· links to work in the classroom

· experiences of visiting galleries and museums 

The National Children’s Art Day grants programme involved:

· 1744 children aged 3-16

· 121 teachers

· 70 artists

· 162 others e.g. gallery/museum staff, parents, classroom assistants

Conclusions

The grants programme delivered exciting and unique benefits to all participants and has stimulated:

· More positive attitudes to art and galleries and museums among children

· New links with schools and teachers

· New opportunities for galleries and museums

· More interest in National Children’s Art Day.

Overall outcomes for participating children included:

· Increased learning in subject areas e.g. art & design, history, IT

· Improvement of class related skills e.g. literacy, visual awareness, critical reasoning

· Development of personal and social skills e.g. teamworking, self-confidence, motivation, creativity

· Hands-on experience to develop practical art/craft, dance, writing skills

· Positive experiences of galleries, museums and arts professionals.

Overall outcomes for teachers involved included:

· New skills and ideas to take back to the classroom

· Experience of working with other educational and arts professionals

· Increased understanding of the resources of galleries and museums

· Benefited by being involved in a national event.

Overall outcomes for galleries and museums included:

· Opportunity to try ‘something new’ due to funding

· Experience of working with new schools, age groups and ranges of ability

· Reaching new audiences including parents and families

· New sustainable relationships built

· Opportunity to use the project model in future programmes.

Projects List

Gallery / Museum



School / Group


Amount Awarded

20-21 Visual Arts Centre, Scunthorpe
Haxey Church of England Primary
£450

School
 

Aberdeen Art Gallery, Aberdeen

Causewayend Primary School
£500
Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth
Ysgol Ysbyty Ystwyth


£450
Alfred East Art Gallery, Kettering

Brambleside Primary School

£450
An Tuireann Arts Centre, Portree

Elgol Primary School


£700
Arnolfini, Bristol



Elmfield School


£500
Aspex Gallery, Portsmouth


Purbrook Park School


£450
Astley Cheetham Art Gallery, Stalybridge
Hare Hill Primary School

£500
Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Birmingham
Anderton Park School


£500
Barbican House Museum, Lewes

St Anne's Special School

£475
Bermondsey Artists' Group, London

Alfred Salter Primary School

£500
Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery
St Anne's RC Primary School

£340
Bury Art Gallery and Museum, Bury

Broad Oak High School

£450
Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford

Cavendish Primary School

£500
Central Museum, Southend on Sea

Priory School



£280
City Gallery, Leicester, Leicester

Ravenhurst Primary School

£425
Crescent Arts, Scarborough


Newby and Scalby Primary School
£480
Duff House Country Gallery, Banff

Macduff Primary School

£475
Embrioderers' Guild, Hampton

Latchmere Junior School

£270
Ffotogallery, Cardiff



Ysgol Pencae



£500
firstsite, Colchester



St Anne's County Primary School
£450
Focal Point Gallery, Southend-on-Sea
Westborough Primary School

£470
Gallery Comes to School, Church Stretton
Longnor CE Primary School

£600
Harris Museum and Art Gallery, Preston
Holy Family Catholic


£450






Primary School
Hastings Museum and Art Gallery, Hastings
New Horizons Behaviour

£450






Support Unit
Henry Moore Institute, Leeds


Lawnswood Secondary

£450






and Tonic, art therapy

Ikon Gallery, Birmingham


Streetsbrook Infant School

£500
Impressions Gallery, York


All Saints RC School


£475
Kingsgate Workshops Trust, London

Salusbury School,


£400






Brent After School Refugee Club

Kirklees Community History Service,

Spring Grove Junior School, 

£500

Huddersfield




Wiberlee Junior School 
Llantarnam Grange Arts Centre, Cwmbran
Llanyrafon Primary School

£450
Museum of the Jewellery Quarter,

Brookfields Primary School

£350
Birmingham
National Glass Centre, Sunderland

Havelock Primary School and 
£500






Dame Dorothy Primary School


New Art Gallery  Walsall, Walsall

Green Rock Primary School

£500
Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham

Waldegrave School for Girls, 

£500

Orleans House Octagon Art Club 


Potteries Museum and Art Gallery,

St Joseph's RC Primary School
£450
Stoke on Trent
Pump House Gallery, London

Oak Lodge (school for profoundly
£600






deaf children)
Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter
St James high School


£425
Royal Society of British Sculptors Gallery,
Our Lady of Victories 


£475

London




RC Primary School 
Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich
Oriel High School


£475
Scottish Maritime Museum, Irvine

Harbour Arts Centre 'Art Class'
£450
Serpentine Gallery, London


Hill House School, Hampton School, £450

Dulwich College, North Westminster Community School
South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell
Ranelagh School


£390
Spacex Gallery, Exeter


Royal School for the Deaf

£500
Study Gallery, Poole



Corfe Castle First School

£500
Taigh Chearsabhagh Trust, North Uist
Graigston and Eoligarry Schools
£450
The Lowry, Salford Quays


Buile Hill School


£450
Timespan Art Gallery, Helmsdale






£470
Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery,
St Catherine's Primary School
£440
Carlisle 

Welfare State International, Ulverston
Lowick Church of England School
£460
Wolsey Art Gallery, Ipswich


Raeburn Infants School,

£450






Murrayfield Primary School
Worcester City Museums and Art Gallery





£500
Wysing Arts, Bourn



Arbury Primary School

£475
Summary of Funded Projects

20-21 Visual Arts Centre, Scunthorpe
Making your Mark
Number of children involved 24 aged 8-9
School/group involved Haxey Church of England Primary School
Artist/s involved a dancer and a printmaker
Others involved 2 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Sarah Curtis
Project Summary

The school was chosen in consultation with North Lincolnshire Learning Services as an isolated rural school which would benefit from this project.  Planning involved the gallery, teachers and artists.  A day of activities in the gallery on National Children's Art Day led by the artists involved the 24 children in dance and printmaking. The hands-on exhibition 'Inside Art', which was aimed at primary school children looking at why artists draw and paint, was used as inspiration for the activities. The short sessions focused on particular colours and shapes resulting in a performance and some large mono-prints. The final dance piece was performed by the children to a group of year 2 pupils from the school using the prints as a backdrop whilst the performers had also printed coloured shapes onto their arms and legs.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children gained creative and teamwork experience and developed their dancing and printmaking skills.  Although intense, the day was very positive and was enjoyed by all involved.
Quotes from the project

Headteacher 'The benefits were fantastic and immeasurable. It pulled the whole class together.' 'It was lovely to see the children all pulling together as a team and continue the same activity for an extended period.'

Aberdeen Art Gallery, Aberdeen
Treelines
Number of children involved 60
School/group involved Causewayend Primary School
Artist/s involved 5 artists, 1 scientist
Others involved 2 teachers, 4 volunteers
Project Co-ordinator David Atherton
Project Summary

Planning was carried out with teachers and the gallery. Although the school had been involved in previous projects the classes themselves had not.  The project linked trees and nature to art and involved the artists working in school for 2 days and a day at the gallery.  On National Children's Art Day, the pupils started at the Conoca Natural History Centre and studied the lifecycle, shapes, environments etc. of trees there, led by a scientist.  This was followed by a visit to the gallery where the pupils looked at various paintings and artworks featuring trees and then undertook their own artworks in scupture, printmaking and painting with guidance from the artists.  During the day the pupils communicated with pupils participating in another tree-based project at Duff House Gallery by computer-link.  The day ended with the pupils launching decorated biodegradable balloons containing treeseeds and some of their artworks.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The project was able to maintain the interest of several pupils with behavioural problems and poor attention spans. The gallery plans to involve the school in an international project with Norway and France.  The pupils will also feature in an exhibition next summer.
Quotes from the project

'I would very much recommend this programme to another school, the combination of art and science around the theme of trees gave the day a theme and purpose.' teacher

Aberystwyth Arts Centre, Aberystwyth
National Children's Art Day
Number of children involved 35 Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2
School/group involved Ysgol Ysbyty Ystwyth
Artist/s involved Susan Adams and Helen Kozich
Project Co-ordinator Cath Sherrell
Project Summary

The project was planned in consultation with the school and the curator of the exhibition (also an exhibiting artist). The whole school visited the gallery and was split into 2 groups to work with the exhibition 'Something Funny in the Woodshed'. The Key Stage 2 pupils worked with Susan Adams and discussed the exhibition in detail.  The pupils each chose 2 or 3 works and wrote short pieces about them - these were used as labels next to the works in the gallery.  They also had a practical sculpture session using the works as inspiration. Key Stage 1 pupils worked with Helen Kozich and looked at some bright portraits in the exhibition and their titles and then painted their own portraits and created meaningful titles for their work. The pupils were all invited back to the gallery for an open day with their parents where they acted as guides around the exhibition.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The exhibition covered some diffucult issues such as death and mental illness and the head teacher found this a useful opportunity to talk about them.

Alfred East Art Gallery, Kettering
Choose Art
Number of children involved 31 year 5 pupils
School/group involved Brambleside Primary School
Artist/s involved Gary Price-Hunt
Others involved 3 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Su Davies
Project Summary

The project was planned with the gallery, artist and teacher building on the gallery's previous experience of working with schools - this was the first project the gallery had done with a primary school.  The children all chose an artwork from the gallery's collection and, over a series of days, worked with the artist and gallery staff to make their own interpretation of their chosen painting e.g. using a similar technique, medium, subject matter.  At the end of the project the children wrote labels for their chosen artwork and their own pictures which were hung in an exhibition in the gallery.  A private view was held for family, friends and members of the public.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

This project has laid foundations for a future relationship with the school.  The gallery staff learned about the abilities of primary school pupils and curriculum.
Quotes from the project

'The project has been a truly special experience for the children. The sense of achievement and self worth they felt at the end of the project was wonderful' teacher

An Tuireann Arts Centre, Portree
Mhairi Corr's Figures
Number of children involved 20 aged 5-11
School/group involved Elgol Primary School
Artist/s involved Mhairi Cross & local artist Mandy Silver
Others involved 1 teacher, 2 volunteers
Project Co-ordinator Johnny Gailey
Project Summary

Planning of the project involved the headteacher, artist and the gallery education officer - this was particularly important as the whole of the school would be taking part including a wide age range. The school spent 3 days at the gallery working with the artist and gallery staff. On day 1 the children explored the gallery and the exhibition of Mhairi Corr's 'Robust Individuals' - humorous characters made from papier mache.  They then wrote stories in smaller mixed-age groups, encouraged by the artist, using Mhairi's figures and Superheros as inspiration.  The children used a character from their stories to turn into a sculpture. After Mhairi had demonstrated the papier mache techniques, the children spent the rest of their time at the gallery creating their own figures in their small groups.  These started as cardboard armatures which were then built up with coloured pulp. The project was originally planned to be 2 days long, but because the children hadn't finished their figures it was decided to extend to an extra day.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children worked together well in mixed-age groups, helping and delegating easily.  They were motivated throughout, were able to use their imaginations and gained self esteem and pride in their work.
Quotes from the project

'Yesterday we couldn't make brown [paint], but now we know how to' pupil
'I liked it too much!' pupil

'I felt the workshop was challenging, very original and extremely good fun.  I am quite sure that Mhairir's visit will leave a lasting impression on the children.' Headteacher

Arnolfini, Bristol
Shimmering Substance with Elmfield School
Number of children involved 34 aged 7-14
School/group involved Elmfield School
Artist/s involved Aaron Williams
Others involved 2 teachers & other support staff/communicators
Project Co-ordinator Leiza McLeod
Project Summary

The planning involved an Inset session for the teachers from Elmfield school as well as planning sessions involving the artist. Extra planning was needed to ensure the needs of the deaf pupils were met as it was the first time the school had visited the gallery. The primary pupils aged 7-10 visited on one day and the secondary aged 12-14 on another and they all returned together on National Children's Art Day.  On the first days the groups spent the morning in the gallery looking at and discussing the exhibition 'Shimmering Substances' (non-representational art focusing on materials, textures etc.) led by the artist (who is also deaf) and gallery staff interpreted by sign language. This involved some tasks involving experiementing with different materials and what happens if you twist, stretch, cut etc. and also looking at how the artists used different materials and textures.  Their initial experiments were photographed.  In the afternoon, back at school, they continued to work with different materials in pairs to make their own artworks which were photographed under the direction of the pupils. On National Children's Art Day the pupils displayed the work they had made and had a chance to see some of the artist's own work.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children were very impressed to meet a deaf artist and it boosted their self esteem.  They were very proud of the work they had produced.

The gallery gained experience of working with a deaf group and is looking a providing sign language interpreters in the gallery.

Aspex Gallery, Portsmouth
But is it Art?
Number of children involved 20 year 9
School/group involved Purbrook Park School
Artist/s involved Simon Poulter
Others involved 1 teacher, 2 gallery staff
Project Co-ordinator Susie Clark
Project Summary

The project was planned with the gallery, artist and teacher - this resulted in the decision to work over two days with a group of 20. The first visit to the gallery invovled a talk about the exhibition 'Performance Related Pay' by the Exhibition Organiser.  This was followed by 2 full workshop days led by the artist.  The workshops involved using computers and various graphic design and sound editing software programmes.  The pupils developed designs for fantasy mobile phones which were visualised on the computers using the software, and ring tones were also created.  Once finished, the designs were projected in the gallery.  
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The pupils gained experience of contemporary art and of working with new technologies.

The gallery plans to run InSET days based around this programme.

The gallery plans to run future projects with the school.
Quotes from the project

'I learnt a lot about computer programming and just art altogether' pupil
'The workshop was realy good' pupil

Astley Cheetham Art Gallery, Stalybridge
Buzzing Bugs!
Number of children involved 19 year 5 & 13 year 3-4
School/group involved Hare Hill Primary School
Artist/s involved Karima Ellis, willow artist
Others involved 2 teachers, classroom assistants, parents
Project Co-ordinator Julie Mosley
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist, gallery and teachers and a staff training session was held.  Each age group spent a day at the gallery.  The pupils had previously been studying insects at school as a lead in to the project.  At the gallery the children had a chance to look at the current exhibition and then to work on making their own bugs in small groups.  The artist demonstrated the techniques of making a frame out of willow and then using coloured ribbons and fabrics to weave round and make the bugs.  The children used drawings they had made previously and books on insects to make their bugs.  Once finished the bugs were hung up in the gallery and an open day was held for families and friends on the Saturday of National Children's Art Day.  Although there were a few problems with discipline, the majority of children enjoyed the activity and gained from the experience of working with an artist.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children gained a sense of ownership of the gallery and raised their confidence in their ability to make art.

The bugs are being moved to the local library where they will be seen by a much wider audience.

Other schools who have seen the results of the project are now interested in working with the gallery.
Quotes from the project

'We love it here, its great to do this, I want to be an artist when I grow up' pupil
'I want to come here every day' pupil

Barber Institute of Fine Arts, Birmingham
Altared Images
Number of children involved 10
School/group involved Anderton Park School
Artist/s involved Mary Allen
Others involved 1 teacher, 4 volunteers
Project Co-ordinator Brian Scholes
Project Summary

Through planning with the teacher and artist, it was decided to focus on cultural and individual identity using 'non-Western' sculpture.  It was also decided to work with only 10 pupils to increase the quality of the experience.  The pupils visited the gallery on 2 occasions.  On their first trip they took part in a workshop on sculpture from Egypt, India and Africa using works in the collection.  For the main session on National Children’s Art Day the children created a sculpture based on a highly ornamented West African altarpiece which included several figures around a central pillar.  Guided by Mary Allen, the pupils worked on the main section of their altarpiece with plaster and modroc and then worked on individual self-portrait figures using wire frames.  These figures were then decorated using various fabrics, beads etc. and were then all fixed around the central pillar.  The artist also made 2 visits to the school: one to talk about her work and to answer questions, the second was to install the sculpture in the school's entrance hall.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

This new relationship with the school has since led to further class visits to the gallery and outreach sessions at the school.

The pupils gained from the experience of working with real works of art and with an artist.

The size of the group maximised the outcomes for individual pupils.
Quotes from the project

'I enjoyed making the big sculpture' pupil
'I saw art everywhere' pupil
'The best thing about the day was making my two sculptures' pupil

Bermondsey Artists' Group, London
Buried Treasure: Art, Archaeology and Inspiration
Number of children involved 30 year 5-6
School/group involved Alfred Salter Primary School
Artist/s involved Gail Dickerson
Others involved 2 teachers, 2 staff from the Archaeology Department, Birkbeck, University of London, Cafe Gallery
Project Co-ordinator Michele Fuirer
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist, gallery, teachers and archaeologists.  The original plan involved a visit to an archaeological dig, but unfortunately this couldn't happen and was replaced by a slide show and talk from the archaeologists.  Prior to National Children’s Art Day the artist Gail Dickerson spent a morning with the pupils showing her work, discussing techniques, answering questions about her work as an artist, and encouraging the children to collect and use their own found objects.  On National Children’s Art Day the pupils spent the whole day in the Cafe Gallery. Some of Gail's work was displayed around the gallery. the archaeologists from Birkbeck gave a talk and slide show about a dig and collecting finds and also showed handling objects including tools and finds.  Gail set up an artwork of objects inbedded in ice melting onto a large sheet of paper which was monitored throughout the day.  She demonstrated various techniques of tracing/recording the outline of founds objects including stencilling with sand and glue, printing with soil and glue and taking rubbings.  The children then used these techniques to record all of their found objects.  Finally all the individual prints made by the children were put together as a large collage in the shape of a pot.  Family and friends were invited to view the work at a special open event.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children eperienced working with an artist and developed new skills and new understandings of art.  The project covered curriculum areas including history, geography, geology and science.

The school plans to work with the gallery again and the gallery hopes to work with Birkbeck again.  The gallery also reached parents and families of the children involved in the project.

Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery, Birmingham
Breaking out of the Frame
Number of children involved 32 year 4-5
School/group involved St Anne's RC Primary School
Others involved 2 teachers, 1 MA student, 2 parents
Project Co-ordinator Jan Anderson
Project Summary

The project was planned with the gallery and school to develop visual literacy through using IT and History with portraits in the collection.  The visit to the gallery began with a session looking at some of the portraits in the gallery discussing composition and techniques, social and historical contexts, and the sitter/s.  The children then 'became' portraits themselves - they talked about different poses and expressions and then dressed up in costumes and pulled the appropriate expression for their character whilst being photographed through a frame.  They could also decide on backdrops and lighting.  They also devised group portraits with each person enacting a part of the scene.  Afterwards the children looked at the effects of distorting facial images by cutting up magazines and posters and re-arranging them to change scale, colour and shape.  Back at school the children were able to manipulate the digital images of their portraits using computers.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The funding and National Children’s Art Day justified spending a whole day with one school as demand is very high in Birmingham.  The children and school gained self-esteem through being involved in a national event.  The gallery plans to use portraiture as a focus for other school groups and the children involved hope to visit again.

Bury Art Gallery and Museum, Bury
Looking at Myself
Number of children involved 27 year 8
School/group involved Broad Oak High School
Artist/s involved Tina Foran
Others involved 1 teacher, 1 classroom assistant
Project Co-ordinator Sue Latimer
Project Summary

The project was planned in consulation with the teacher and the artist.  Pupils from the whole year group were invited to apply for a place on the workshop day which increased motivation and expectations.  The pupils were asked to bring some objects or images with them to the gallery which had some personal significance. They had previously considered issues of freindship, responsibility, role models, privacy etc.  In the gallery the pupils looked at the exhibition 'A Wealth in Common' which linked to the Commonwealth Games and featured work by 6 Commonwealth artists and 6 local schools on the subject of cultural identity.  Tina Foran demonstrated some techniques to the group - screenprinting, collage, monoprinting and photography - and encouraged the pupils to think about what they wanted to say in their artwork.  They then used their objects/images as well as inspiration from the exhibition to make their own artworks using whichever technique/s were appropriate.  The pupils showed their work to the others in the group and discussed them.  This was the first time most of the pupils had been to the gallery and worked with an artist.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The pupils learned how to work with new techniques and new people.  The project built their confidence in art and encouraged many of them to consider it as a GCSE option.
Quotes from the project

'The pupils had the chance to use their initiative working in a more creative and less structured way than how art and design is generally delivered, with having to follow National Curriculum guidelines.' teacher
'an excellent experience' teacher

Cartwright Hall Art Gallery, Bradford
It's Your Gallery
Number of children involved 2 year 4 classes, 2 year 3 classes & 1 reception class
School/group involved Cavendish Primary School
Artist/s involved Lou Sumray
Others involved 1 teacher, student
Project Co-ordinator Claire Ackroyd
Project Summary

The project was planned with all parties including a teacher from the primary school which had taken part in National Children’s Art Day 2001 at Cartwright Hall.  The project involved the whole school either through an actual or a virtual visit to the gallery.  Pupils from years 3 & 4 and reception classes visited the gallery on National Children’s Art Day and took part in separate activities according to their year group.  Year 4 pupils explored all the galleries and then spent time in the transcultural gallery and outside in the park with the artist Lou Sumray where they focused on 'Nursery Rhymes'.  Year 3 pupils explored the sculpture in the gallery and the park and took part in a handling session.  The reception class had a shorter visit led by the class teacher.  The artist spent a further day at the school with the year 4 pupils continuing the theme of Nursery Rhymes.  A third day was led by a Bretton Hall student with an interest in music.  The rest of the school were able to access the gallery through the website and the CD ROM ‘Art Connections’.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The pupils found the first hand experience of works of art invaluable as well as the ability to follow up the work back at school.

This was a first time visit for the school which has now built up a good relationship with the gallery. The rigorous planning of the day really paid off.
Quotes from the project

'I am pleased that the Clore Duffield grant has provided us with the opportunity to extend our art curriculum' headteacher
'This was a well organised project, we all enjoyed it very much' teacher

Central Museum, Southend on Sea
Making Faces
Number of children involved 15 aged 8-15
School/group involved Priory School
Artist/s involved Dave Taylor, artist and sculptor
Others involved 3 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Marion Cooper
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist, teachers and staff from Priory Museum.  The pupils all have emotional and behavioural difficulties so these had to be considered in planning.  On National Children’s Art Day the pupils visited the museum, one group in the morning and one in the afternoon.  The pupils worked outside in the cloisters led by the artist Dave Taylor.  He talked briefly about the building (a priory) and showed the group some pictures of what it probably looked like in the 12thC.  The group also looked at gargoyles and discussed their uses and forms.  Dave then demonstrated how to make a face out of clay and the students made their own inspired by the gargoyles they had seen.  Once fnished, the clay faces were covered with modroc and left to dry. Although the attention span of some of the pupils was limited, they manged toproduce at least one face.  The students later painted the faces in a 'stone finish'.  The staff and students were pleased to be involved in a national event and to work with an artist as they have few opportunities.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The artist has been offered a residency at the school which will increase the opportunities for the pupils.

City Gallery, Leicester
Welcome Home
Number of children involved 30 year 6
School/group involved Ravenhurst Primary School
Artist/s involved David 'Stickman' Higgins, performance artist
Others involved 3 teachers, 1 Literature Development Officer, 2 work placement students, 1 volunteer
Project Co-ordinator Keiko Kuroiwa
Project Summary

Before the project the pupils were encouraged to find objects and images at home which reflected family history and personal identity and to talk about family history with their families.  The group spent a day in the gallery with the performance artist David 'Stickman' Higgins.  The artist welcomed the group with a song and then showed them some paintings from the exhibition by African artists born in Britain.  He also talked about his own experience of being both Afro-Caribbean and European. He encouraged the children to tell their own memories related to people, holidays, food, colours and to show each other the objects they had brought. Grated fruit and vegetables were used to stimulate their senses. The pupils then made cloth memory maps using their hand prints and the objects they had brought in alongwith written descriptions of their memories.  All the maps were later displayed in the school. The artist finished the session with an improvised song about the different memories.  A similar workshop for families was held at the weekend.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The exhibition of the work at school has inspired interest in the gallery and art in other pupils at the school.  

The pupils gained a lot from the experience and for most it was their first visit to the gallery.
Quotes from the project

'I enjoyed making the memory maps and listening to the music' pupil
'There is more about art than just painting a picture' pupil
'(I learnt) that art comes from within, and I've learnt more about how special we are' pupil

Crescent Arts, Scarborough
Diverse Displays
Number of children involved 12 aged 9-11
School/group involved  Newby Primary School
Artist/s involved Sara Adams and Patrick Burke
Others involved 1 teacher, 2 classroon assistants
Project Co-ordinator Sara Maloney
Project Summary

Planning took place with the gallery, artists and teacher.  The teacher picked children to take part as ones who did not normally take a very active role in the classes' activities and included 2 children with partial hearing.  The project consisted of 5 workshops as follows: 1. Visit to Scarborough Art Gallery involving sketching from the permanent collection; 2. At Crescent Arts the children used disposable cameras to document their day, saw a painting demonstration and an exhibition; 3. At school the children used their photographs and sketches to make 6 collages; 4. Children prepared publicity, invites etc for their exhibition; 5. private view of their work in the library for family and friends with practical activities.  The children worked with the artists throughout the project and maintained their interest and enthusiasm.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Many of the children developed confidence and communication skills and built new friendships.  They have also gained new skills and an understanding of what artists do.  The gallery hopes to run similar projects in the future.


Duff House Country Gallery, Banff
Tremendous Trees
Number of children involved 71 P5 pupils
School/group involved Macduff Primary School
Artist/s involved Di Bumpus
Others involved Aberdeen Art Gallery, 9 teachers/helpers
Project Co-ordinator Josephine Anthony
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist and teacher and was linked to a similar project at Aberdeen Art Gallery.  The children visited the gallery over 3 days. After a discussion about trees they collected leaves, twigs and descriptive words from the grounds of the house.  They then had a tour of the exhibition'Treefest' which included many objects made from trees.  They then worked on creating their own artworks using the leaves, bark and words and contributed towards a group tree.  The children were very enthusiatic throughout the day and enjoyed the new experience of being in the house and gallery.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery hopes to work with the school again in the future.

Embrioderers' Guild, Hampton
'Hands on Hats' with Latchmere School
Number of children involved 35 year 3 and 35 year 5
School/group involved Latchmere Junior School
Artist/s involved Deborah Weldon textile artist
Others involved 3 teachers, 2 facilitators
Project Co-ordinator Jo Saunders
Project Summary

The project was developed as part of the Guild's young learners strategy and planned with the teacher and artist.  For the project, hats from the collection were taken into the school. The pupils discussed their origins, decorations and how they were made.  They then looked at some hats made by the artist which used found materials as well as conventional decorations.  Using these as inspiration, the pupils decorated individual fabric badges.  The project covered curriculum areas including history, religion, geography and art. The pupils found the activity enjoyable and retained knowledge of what they had learned about the different hats.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Following the project, the school is considering holding a Young Embroiderers Group.

The Guild is considering doing this kind of project as part of its regular programme available to schools.
Quotes from the project

'Gave me ideas for art activities' teacher
'Artwork need not be just painting and drawing' teacher
'We enjoyed trying on and drawing hats' pupil

Ffotogallery, Cardiff
Get to know Llandaff
Number of children involved year 6
School/group involved Ysgol Pencae
Artist/s involved Janice Coyle, digital artist
Others involved 2 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Lisa Edgar
Project Summary

The teacher and artist both contributed ideas to the project.  The project ran over a series of sessions and involved the children in making an interactive multi-media map of their local area.  After discussing a wide variety of maps, e.g. historical, geographical, psychological, each child was allocated a square from an Ordinance Survey map of the area around their school.  These were scanned and became the basis of the virtual map on the computer. In groups the children selected landmarks in their areas and researched these further, collecting pictures and information.  They also spent time creating 'storyboards' for their sections using visual and audio recordings.  With the artist all these aspects were incorporated into a website which was finally presented to teachers, friends and family on National Children's Art Day.  The project also included a visit to an photographic archive of the area at Butetown History and Arts Centre and a days improvised music workshop.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

School staff were surprised at the creative potential of the computer equipment.  The children were very enthusiastic about working with website design and also gained skills in working collaboratively.

firstsite, Colchester
Really Useful Paintings Project
Number of children involved 60 year 5 and 6
School/group involved St Anne's County Primary School
Artist/s involved Alf Lohr, Denise Emmings Jaques, Jevan Watkins Jones - performance artist, Oliver Bagnall - musician
Others involved Gallery projects officer, 3 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Sarah Lockwood
Project Summary

Much planning was done with the school who had not worked with a gallery or artists before.  In the first session, Alf Lohr met pupils and staff at the school and introduced them to the project and his work.  At an open evening teachers had a chance to visit the exhibition at the gallery, discuss the work with Alf Lohr and gained information about how to prepare the children for their visit.  For the main session, 2 classes visited the gallery and in 4 groups worked with the three other artists and with their group leaders.  They developed responses to the exhibition of large abstract watercolours through performance, music, painting and sketching. The main theme was to look at art and how it can be used for communication and expression.  The final session was an exhibition of the children's work and videos and photographs from the workshop sessions to which families, friends and teachers were invited.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children developed their knowledge and understanding of who artists are and the concepts and techniques used to create temporary artwork.

The project was a very constructive process for the school to be involved with.

The gallery plans to continue working with the school in the future.
Quotes from the project

'The pictures were really colourful. They made me feel happy. I played loud and lively on the drums.' pupil
'Both teachers and pupils were amazed at the different means and methods for interpreting the paintings.' project co-ordinator

Focal Point Gallery, Southend-on-Sea
Long Forgotten Tales
Number of children involved 30 year 5
School/group involved Westborough Primary School
Artist/s involved John Timberlake
Others involved teachers
Project Co-ordinator Andy Seeley
Project Summary

The project was planned with the class teacher, gallery and artist.  On the first session the children visited the gallery and were guided through the exhibition by the exhibiting artist John Timberlake - he explained the process behind his work and how the children could apply it to theirs.  The following day the artist and gallery assistant visited the school and led a workshop using paint and collage to create layered effects similar to those used by Timberlake. Another workshop was held the next day where pupils continued with their work.  The children's work was exhibited alongside John Timberlake's in the gallery and family and friends were invited to the preview.  The response from pupils, parents and teachers was all very positive.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery developed links with a new school which is very close to the gallery.  The children gained in the experience of working with an artist and visiting an art gallery.  The gallery hopes to use this model for future projects as it worked very well.

Gallery Comes to School, Church Stretton
Art and About in Jubilee Year
Number of children involved 22 year 5/6
School/group involved Longnor CE Primary School
Artist/s involved Jo Naden- environmental artist
Others involved 2 teachers, 2 helpers, 1 National Trust warden
Project Co-ordinator Carol Overs
Project Summary

Planning was carried out with all partners for this environmental art project.  The project was led by Jo Naden who started by introducing the children to environmental art and then to bracken from a local area.  Sketches from this session would lead towards the final artwork.  The children spent a day at Burford House gallery where they saw artwork related to landscapes and environmental site specific art in the outdoor gallery.  The children discussed the various artworks with the artist and made sketches.  Another session was held at school where the children were given a slide show to introduce them to some major European painting from the past few centuries.  The final day was spent on a hillside where the children created their final artwork.  They cleared away areas of bracken to create the shape of a massive bracken on the hillside which could only be seen in full from the opposite hill.  Invited guests came at the end of the day to view the artwork.  The children were really proud of their artwork and plan to go back and visit it as the seasons change.
Quotes from the project

'The children were very enthusiastic about the whole block of work and thrilled at the final piece. The opportunity to work on such a huge scale really excited them.' Teacher
'It was brilliant to work on such a large scale and you can be part of it as well as looking at it.' Pupil
'The gardens of the house were truly amazing' pupil
'We were very proud of it [our project].' Pupil
'I learnt how artists see things.' pupil

Harris Museum and Art Gallery, Preston
Children's Art Day Mural
Number of children involved 21 year 6
School/group involved Holy Family Catholic Primary School
Artist/s involved Ben Hunt
Others involved Peter Rix, Education Officer, 2 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Lisa Watson
Project Summary

the project was planned in consultation with the school and the artist.  The pupils spent 2 days in the gallery working with the artist Ben Hunt.  On the first day they looked at the exhibitions in the gallery and talked about the project.  They then produced designs for the project using the town of Preston and its history as inspiration.  On the second day the pupils transfered the designs onto MDF spent the day applying the colour.  Finishing touches were added on a family workshop day.  The mural is now a permanent feature of the education room in the gallery and will be seen by lots of other children.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery developed a new relationship with the school and hope to work with them again.

The pupils gained new skills and confidence in their artwork.
Quotes from the project

'I felt like a real artist because we worked on the project for several weeks until we got the finished piece of work' pupil
'It was good to work with a professional artist, he gave us confidence. He really helped us with our painting and drawing' pupil

Hastings Museum and Art Gallery, Hastings
Mods and Rockers 
Number of children involved 4 year 8
School/group involved New Horizons Behaviour Support Unit
Artist/s involved Liz Major
Others involved 1 teacher, 1 classroom assistant
Project Co-ordinator Judith Stewart
Project Summary

The content of the workshop was decided on after consultation between the artist, teachers and pupils. In planning, one of the main concerns was working with pupils with short attention spans and behavioural problems.  The project was based around a local history exhibition on the Mods and Rockers in Hastings in 1964.  The project was introduced by school staff.  Pupils studied photographs of Mods in Hastings and visited the sites to re-enact the scenes where they photographed each other using disposable cameras.  The pupils worked with the artist and gallery staff in making their photographs and then integrating them into the exhibition in the museum. They also made cardboard versions of the motobikes and scooters which were decorated with copies of the photographs.  The pupils also helped with an opening event.  The project involved 6 visits to the museum and 4 visits at the school.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The project was important in showing that art can have a positive effect on the behaviour and self-esteem of the most difficult pupils.  Trust and co-operation between the artist, teaching and museum staff was vital to the success of the project.

The unit would like to work with the museum again on future projects.
Quotes from the project

'The students were very proud of their work and to have taken part in an event that was on local television and covered in the local press.' teacher

Henry Moore Institute, Leeds
Children in Sculpture @ Leeds City Art Gallery
Number of children involved 15 aged 13-14 and 12 children from Leeds General Infirmary 
School/group involved Lawnswood Secondary and Tonic, art therapy 
Artist/s involved Laura Ford
Others involved Ellie Finch, student intern; 1 volunteer, 2 teachers 
Project Co-ordinator Matthew Withey
Project Summary

After talking to the interested parties the project was planned with the artist.  On the morning of National Children’s Art Day, the school group visited. They looked round and discussed the exhibition 'Children in Sculpture' with the curator and artist and made some drawings. They then worked with the artist in creating their own sculptures out of clay and had a chance to talk to her about being an artist.  In the afternoon, the curator, artist and intern went to Leeds General Infirmary and worked with a group of younger children.  They were shown pictures of some of the sculptures from the exhibition and took part in drawing and sculpture activities. 

Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Both groups gave positive feedback from the workshops.

The Henry Moore Institute does not have a school-level education programme, but follwing the success of the National Children’s Art Day project are planning to set one up.

Ikon Gallery, Birmingham
Pets Galore 
Number of children involved Nursery and infant pupils
School/group involved Streetsbrook Infant School
Artist/s involved Lizzy Bean
Project Co-ordinator Gill Nicol
Project Summary

Planning was done between the school, gallery and artist over 6 months and included 2 introductory sessions at the school prior to the project starting.  The children visited the exhibition of Jean-Frederic Schnyder - work in a 'kitschy folk art' style -  over 2 days.  After exploring the exhibition, especially the animal pictures, they worked back at school with Lizzy Bean.  Year 2 made costumes out with wings, feathers and feelers; year 2 made costumes with cardboard 'creepy crawly' chestpieces; reception class made animal masks and aprons.  They also all worked on various backdrops and all put together a 'carnival' back at the gallery on NCAD.  All the children also did a portrait of their pets (or imaginary pets) which were displayed in the events room in the gallery.  Children from 2 other primary schools worked with the artist to create their own labels for some of the paintings in the exhibition and for some of the pet portraits by the other school, exploring their reactions to them.  Families and the public were invited for a day of activities where the children had a chance to show what they had done and to talk about the paintings.

Benefits and Outcomes of the project

A new and continuing relationship was extablishes with the school.  It was the first time Ikon had worked with nursery children.

Many families came to the gallery for the first time because of the project.

Impressions Gallery, York
On Tour
Number of children involved 17 year 9
School/group involved All Saints RC School
Artist/s involved James Rose
Others involved 2 teachers, 1 special needs support staff
Project Co-ordinator Helen Rice
Project Summary

During planning it was decided to work with pupils who had chosen to take art at GCSE starting next term.  On National Children’s Art Day the students came to the gallery and looked at the exhibition 'Slow Glass' by Hatakeyama who photographs alternative views of cities.  They discussed the exhibition with the artist James Rose and then discussed strategies for taking photographed and experimented using Polaroids in the gallery space.  In the afternoon, after they had evaluated their Polaroids from the morning, the students went on a tour bus tour of York.  They were encouraged to take alternative views of the city using 35mm cameras using what they ahd learnt in the morning. At the end of the day the group discussed the different aspects of the day.  The following day the artist visited the school where the students had a chance to select and arrange the photographs they had taken on the bus.  These were then put up as an exhibition in the gallery's cafe to which family and friends were invited on the Saturday.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

All involved were very positive about the project.  Pupils valued the experience of being given responsibility and trusted with the photographic equipment. They enjoyed being treated as adults.  The structure of the day and activities will be used in future projects.

Other schools have shown interest in doing the same project with their pupils.
Quotes from the project

'I've learnt new techniques and ways of looking at things. Polaroid cameras are new to me. The fact that we were trusted and given independence made me feel appreciated' pupil
'I took pictures I would not normally take, it's made me look at cameras a lot differently' pupil
'They are really looking forward to the GCSE art courses as a result. The day filled them with enthusiasm and interest' teacher
'The pupils are really proud of the work they produced and having thier work exhibited has benefited them all, developing their confidence and interest both in their own artwork and that of others and the gallery' teacher

Kingsgate Workshops Trust, London
Heads and Tales
Number of children involved 36 aged 5-13
School/group involved Salusbury School, Brent After School Refugee Club
Artist/s involved Jane Ackroyd and Mark Cazalet
Others involved Play Leader, Refugee Centre
Project Co-ordinator Rehana Mughal
Project Summary

The project was planned with the gallery, artists and the refugee centre staff taking into account the needs of the children, some of whom have very little English and others with limited concentration spans.  The project focused on the theme of animals which the children had been looking at at school.  The first session was led by Mark Cazalet at the school.  He explored storytelling with the children which led to the creation of a large group collage.  The second session was at the gallery to which parents were also invited.  The children looked at the exhibition of Jane Ackroyd's sculptures, which included lots of animals, and then made their own animal sculptures out of cardboard.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Many shy children reacted well to the artists and felt enthusiastic about working in a new way.

Many parents visited the gallery for the first time and showed interest in returning.

The project helped the gallery to develop a sustainable relationship with the centre.

Kirklees Community History Service, Huddersfield
Clues in our Clothes
School/group involved Spring Grove Junior School, Wiberlee Junior School
Artist/s involved Shanaz Gulzar
Project Co-ordinator Kim Strickson
Project Summary

Children from a rural, mainly white, school and a multi-cultural city centre school took part in this project, using textiles to explore each others' cultures. Before the visits to the museum, the artist visited the schools, took photographs of each child and asked each child to bring in a scrap of material and anecdote relating to their family.  Each class spent a day at the museum where they looked at both old and new fabrics and quilts from the local area.  They looked at patterns and designs to try to identify cultural origins.  Each child was given a photo of a child from the other school printed on fabric and had to decorate the fabric surrounding it with patterns/decorations that they thought related to that person and also add the piece of fabric and anecdote relating to themselves for their partner (the other child) to unscramble. All the pieces were then joined together as banners.  The children and families from both schools were invited back for an open day/celebration where they got a chance to see what their 'partners' had done with their portraits.  They also took part in further craft activities.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The final party was very successful with the children from the different schools having a chance to meet and many parents visiting the gallery for the first time.

After being displayed in both schools, the banners will be displayed ub an education centre used by many teachers, pupils and parents in the area.
Quotes from the project

'I had a really good time and I loved looking at the Polish clothes.' Pupil
'It was interesting decorating someone we had never met.' Pupil
'I liked coming to the museum and wearing the white gloves to touch the clothes.' pupil

Llantarnam Grange Arts Centre, Cwmbran
Environmental Art Project
Number of children involved 20 year 5 & 6
School/group involved Llanyrafon Primary School
Artist/s involved Mick Petts and Steve Welchman, environmental artists, Evelyn Bernstein, exhibiting artist
Project Co-ordinator Charlotte Kingston
Project Summary

The children spent the whole of National Children's Art Day in and around the Arts Centre.  The workshops began with a talk from the exhibiting artist Evelyn Bernstein about her digital landscape photographs followed by discussions.  The children then worked with the environmental artists in thinking of words linked to or invoked by the images they could see.  The words were put into a 'sculptural poetry-generating machine' to create random groups of words.  Each child had seven words to interpret through creating a landscape image using collage, chalk and paint.  The children then worked with Bernstein again in the grounds of the cente, learning to look at things differently.  They explored ways of seeing using viewfinders, mirrors, shadows and sounds with an emphasis on taking time to observe.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children learned a lot during the day developing literary skills and making connections between visual, auditory and feelings.

The gallery hopes to work with the school again in the future.

Museum of the Jewellery Quarter, Birmingham
Exploring Contemporary Jewellery
Number of children involved 21 year 6
School/group involved Brookfields Primary School
Artist/s involved Jewellery students
Others involved School of Jewellery, Birmingham Institute of Art & Design (4 final year BA students and 2 lecturers), 1 teacher, classroom assistants
Project Co-ordinator Su Booth
Project Summary

Planning was completed by representatives from the museum, school and School of Jewellery.  Japan was chosen as the theme of the project to link in with the World Cup.  The project took place over several days.  It began with a visit to the degree show at the Museum of Jewellery where the children were shown round by students and discussed their work.  The next session was a workshop with 2 of the students where the children learned how to work with pieces of aluminium and apply designs and ideas they had previously researched.  A morning was spent at Birmingham Museum and Art Gallery where the children explored the Japanese collection, made sketches and tried origami.  A further workshop session explored making pendants using wire and tissue paper.  The children were also invovled in further research into Japanese art at school and in the organising of an exhibition which would include their jewellery. 
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The school would like to work with the museum and School of Jewellery again and the museum is researching funding to be able to repeat this kind of project.

This project will act as a pilot for a similar scheme to be linked into Creative Partnerships.

The project has inspired the museum staff to be more creative.
Quotes from the project

'The project has shown that boys don’t have a problem with making jewellery, and that jewellery is an excellent vehicle for teaching the technology curriculum, in combination with art and design.' project co-ordinator
'Its been a memorable experience. Learnt as much as the children, if not more.' workshop leader

National Glass Centre, Sunderland
NGC National Children’s Art Day Open Day
Number of children involved 24 aged 11
School/group involved Havelock Primary School and Dame Dorothy Primary School
Others involved 4 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Steve Cowie
Project Summary

The workshops were planned with the teachers from both schools.  Both classes attended the Glass Centre on the same day.  They took part in 2 workshops - glass painting and glass engraving where they worked with specialised glass tutors.  They learned various skills and made pieces of art to take home.  The feedback from the schools was very positive and the day was covered in the local paper.
Quotes from the project

'It was very interesting and I'm hoping to visit again and see you soon.' Pupil
'I enjoyed glass painting and engraving' pupil
'I loved the visit and I have learned a lot about glass.' Pupil
'My favourite bit was the bit where we were painting the glass' pupil

New Art Gallery  Walsall, Walsall
Lost and Found
Number of children involved 37 year 5/6
School/group involved Green Rock Primary School
Artist/s involved Francoise Dupre, artist and Roz Goddard, writer
Others involved 1 teacher and 2 support staff
Project Co-ordinator Kate Travers
Project Summary

This was a first time visit for the school and was planned with the teachers, artists and the gallery.  The children visited the gallery for workshops on two days.  They worked with the artist in discussing work from the Garman Ryan collection (historical and decorative artworks) and work by Gavin Turk.  They explored the function, design, materials and identity of  the objects they saw.  Turk's bin bag in particular provoked much discussion.  The children took part in a practical workshop transforming everyday objects into something different.  The second workshop focused mainly on Gavin Turk's work.  The children worked with the writer and were encouraged to write responses to the objects they encountered - not just descriptions, but, maybe a story about someone involed with the object.  The children responded well to working with contemporary art and artists as did the teachers.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery plans to work with the school again and develop some InSET.  The children found it harder to be creative in the writing workshop than in the making workshop, but the majority developed their understanding of the concepts and their imaginative skills.
Quotes from the project

'I didn't know that artwork could be anything like that bag I thought it was all drawing and painting.' Pupil
'A lot of discussion came from the Gavin Turk exhibition. It was not what they expected.' teacher

Orleans House Gallery, Twickenham
Art, Age and Gender
Number of children involved 15 aged 5-10 (Art Club), 24 year 10 (school)
School/group involved Waldegrave School for Girls, Orleans House Octagon Art Club 
Artist/s involved Meera Chauda
Others involved 3 teachers, 1 Art Club co-ordinator
Project Co-ordinator Rachel Tranter
Project Summary

It was decided to work with a girls school for the project, which focused on an exhibition 'Art, Age and Gender' by women artists.  The project was planned in consultation with the artist and the school.  The Art Club was also involved in the project to benefit from working with an artist.  The Art Club worked with the artist on 2 days looking at the exhibition and how artists communicate their own identities. The children produced their own artworks incorporating photographs, self portraits, cut outs of hands and feet as well as drawing and collage.  Each child was photographed with their work at the end of the sessions.  The school spent 2 days with the artist - one day at the gallery and one day at school.  At the gallery the pupils explored the exhibition and made notes and sketches of works which interested them.  They discussed the themes of culture, religion, gender and personal history with the artist relating to her work and to the work on show.  They made drawings in a variety of media including monoprinting and made photographs.  Back at school the pupils developed their artworks further incorporating personal photographs and objects to produce something examining their own identities.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The school pupils made work to contribute to their GCSE coursework.

The gallery developed a new relationship with the school.

All the participants benefitted from working with a practising artist.

The gallery plans to have artists leading the Art Club more often after the success of the project.
Quotes from the project

'It made me realise how much I enjoy my work' artist

'I am very pleased to have formed such a positive relationship with the gallery' teacher

Potteries Museum and Art Gallery, Stoke on Trent
Nocturnal 
Number of children involved 24 year 6
School/group involved St Joseph's RC Primary School
Artist/s involved Anthony Hammond
Others involved 2 teachers, gallery assistants
Project Co-ordinator Jane Fineren
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist and school - some of the teachers had already done some InSeT training at the Museum.  The theme of the project was owls.  The artist and project co-ordinator made two preliminary visits to the school.  The first was an introduction to some of the stuffed owls, discussing their characteristics and discussing materials for the sessions.  The second was a days session at the school including making drawings of the owls.  The children then spent 2 whole days in the gallery.  As they had already studied owls at the school, in groups they chose ones they wanted to study in the gallery.  The children worked with the artist to make their own owls using strips of cardboard to make the 'skeletons' and then using other types of card and paper to make the feathers, feet etc. exploring different textures.  The finished owls were later displayed in the gallery.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The museum hopes to work with the school again.

The teachers and pupils were very positive about the project.
Quotes from the project

'The experience of working in a group developed skills of collaboration and teamwork, besides developing the children's creativity.  The experience also enhanced learning in other curriculum areas.' Teacher

Pump House Gallery, London
Reasons to be Cheerful
Number of children involved 11 year 10
School/group involved Oak Lodge (school for profoundly deaf children)
Artist/s involved Russell Martin and Alf Lohr
Others involved 2 tutors, 1 BSL interpreters, 1 gallery staff member
Project Co-ordinator Susie Gray
Project Summary

Much planning was needed for this project in order to cater for the needs fo the profoundly deaf children.  This was done by the gallery, Russell Martin and the class teacher.  The session at the gallery was led by Russell Martin.  He introduced the group to Alf Lohr's exhibition and explained (with the help of the interpreter) some of the ideas around abstraction.  The group then took part in some practical work where they explored shape, texture and colour with a range of media eg. pigment, water, wax.  Some of this took place inside the gallery and some outside in the park.  Alf Lohr was also present and gave some guidance.  The pupils produced some experimental abstract work using effects like dripping paint from above, submerging the painting in water etc.  At the end of the day the pupils took their work away to develop further at school.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The school and gallery plan to work together in the future.

The experience of working with a group of deaf children will enable the gallery to plan better sessions for this type of group in the future.

There was positive feedback from the teachers and workshop leaders about the project.
Quotes from the project

'I was very impressed with their ability to grasp the essential qualities of abstraction and produce very individual responses.' Teacher
'Alf Lohr joined the students in creating abstract work and this was a very positive influence on the students work.' teacher

Royal Albert Memorial Museum, Exeter
Lets Face It Exhibition Project
Number of children involved 40 year 10
School/group involved St James High School
Artist/s involved Ruth Oakley
Others involved 2 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Sasha Dobrota
Project Summary

The project was planned with the teachers, artist and the museum.  It was based around the exhibition 'Lets Face it' showing all sort of objects and images exploring facets of the human face.  The classes spent 2 days at the museum exploring and making drawings from the exhibition which included items from different cultures.  This was backed up by further work in class with the artist where they worked on compositions for their final artworks.  Over 2 days the pupils worked in groups to create large canvases/banners around the theme of the human face, but with each banner drawing inspiration from a different culture eg Africa, North America. A range of media were used including inks, oil paints, scrap materials, collage.  The final works were exhibited in the gallery alongside the exhibition with examples of the pupils preparatory sketches and written work.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

National Children’s Art Day has not only encouraged the museum to develop future links with St James School, but also with the art departments of other local schools.
Quotes from the project

'It was really cool to see our banners up in the museum like that!' pupil
I don’t normally like working in a group, as I prefer to work alone, but I really enjoyed this project and it was really different work to what I normally do.' Pupil
'It was wonderful to realise such a project and produce such a large quantity and quality of work' project co-ordinator

Royal Society of British Sculptors Gallery, London
Shifting Squares 
Number of children involved 61 year 3 & 4
School/group involved Our Lady of Victories RC Primary School
Artist/s involved David Price
Others involved 5 teachers, 2 trainee assistants
Project Co-ordinator Henrietta Hine
Project Summary

Planning was done by the project co-ordinator, teachers, artist and assistants.  Although the school is situated very close to the gallery, it had not made any visits previously.  The children visited the gallery in two groups - one in the morning and one in the afternoon.  They began by looking at some of the larger sculptures outside the gallery with the artist and then worked with the handling collection - 60 small sculptures made from a variety of materials and in both abstract and figurative styles donated by various sculptors.  The children discussed these and talked about the difference between abstract and figurative works.  They made sketches of the pieces that interested them.  This was followed by a clay modelling workshop where the children made their own individual sculptures.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

This was the first time the handling collection had been used and it was very successful.  As the school is so close, there are plans to work together again.
Quotes from the project

'I enjoyed the clay modelling because I liked squeezing the clay.' pupil
'We learnt that all different materials can be used in sculptures.' pupil

'We enjoyed learning about figurative and abstract sculpture' pupil

Sainsbury Centre for Visual Arts, Norwich
Views from Land to Sea
Number of children involved 20 year 8
School/group involved Oriel High School
Artist/s involved Karl Bretherton
Others involved 2 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Veronica Sekules
Project Summary

The project was planned by the project co-ordinator and the teacher following a request from the school to work with the gallery.  The project was planned as an after-school activity to give freedom from time table restraints.  The aim was to improve pupils' self esteem and to improve their English skills.  Over 6 sessions the pupils worked with the artist, teachers and project co-ordinator to explore links between images and words through signage.  Both at school and in the gallery the pupils explored images and objects and how words put with one image can have a different meaning when put alongside another image.  They learned to observe and respond to art works using descriptive language through recordings and writing.  They created signs which they put with different art works and objects to convey various messages.  The projects culminated with a celebratory event at the gallery where the work produced was displayed.  The project gave a real boost to the pupils who came from a school and town which were formally considered to have a reputation for poor standards.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The pupils gained a much deeper understanding of art and developed their observational, critical and literary skills.
Quotes from the project

'Brilliant, just brilliant!' teacher
'I feel we have learnt how to describe things in more depth' pupil
'I'm pretty sure that many people and of course me have found this an unforgettable experience!!' pupil
'Learning about words and putting them into a painting or picture can make all the difference.' pupil

Scottish Maritime Museum, Irvine
Ship's Sweetheart 
Number of children involved 25 aged 7-12
School/group involved Harbour Arts Centre 'Art Class'
Artist/s involved Alison Thomas
Others involved 3 Museum staff, 2 volunteers, The Harbour Arts Centre, 1 teacher
Project Co-ordinator Emily Cook
Project Summary

In the planning of the project it was decided to use the collection of ships, boats and figureheads to inspire the children to make their own artwork.  At the museum, the children were split into 4 groups and took part in various activities.  They looked at boat on diplay and discussed what it was used for and its special characteristics.  They then looked at a range of figureheads and images of figureheads and discussed how they represented the ships they were on.  They then looked at a range of models of different boats and in groups chose one to design a figurehead for.  The children worked with the artist to create their figureheads out of cardboard, plaster, paper and fabric.  Once finished, the figureheads were put on display in the gallery.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children were very keen to take part in future workshops.
Quotes from the project

'It was extremely interesting to run an arts project with children, and satisfying to confirm that our collections are just as easily used for art as other curriculum activities.' project co-ordinator

Serpentine Gallery, London
String
Number of children involved 120 year 7
School/group involved Hill House School, Hampton School, Dulwich College, North Westminster Community School
Artist/s involved Vladislav and Luidmila Kirpichev (Moscow School of Architecture)
Others involved teachers from all schools
Project Co-ordinator Anna Linch
Project Summary

After initial planning whch involved a change in the original artist, 4 schools were recruited to take part in the project.  The first stage was a visit to each school by the architects and the project co-ordinator.  They introduced the project to the pupils which would explore architecture and structures using string with a focus on the plans for the Serpentine Gallery's 2002 Pavillion.  The students took part in some quick drawing and practical exercises using sticks and string.  On National Children's Art Day the majority of the children went to the gallery and created, in groups, their own 'pavillions' using string and sticks involving much creative and spacial thinking.  The session ended with a prize giving of architectural books for all the schools involved.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

New links were made with three of the schools who plan to work with the gallery again.

This was the first time architecture and the pavillion had been used for workshops and the gallery plans to work with this theme again next year.

South Hill Park Arts Centre, Bracknell
Installation and Performance Project
Number of children involved year 10
School/group involved Ranelagh School
Artist/s involved Jon Lockhart
Others involved 1 teacher
Project Co-ordinator Justine Duhig
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist with the aim of creating an installation piece within an empty studio.  The artist visited the school to introduce the project and to talk about his own work as an installation artist.  He showed the pupils a digital image of the space they would be working in and talked about the materials they would be using which were all recylable.  At the Arts Centre the pupils decided to use the theme of traffic congestion.  The worked in the studio with the materials which included yellow pages paper, sticky tape, video tape, old magazines, road signs, old toys and other objects to create a new interior space.  As the objects were incorporated and the space changed a dancer worked with the pupils to develop movements around the space.  This resulted in a short dance piece which the group performed.  As the installation is temporary, it was recorded photographically.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The centre plans to do other similar projects and to work with the school again.
Quotes from the project

'They found more self-esteem and a new confidence to take on different approaches to art and hopefully had an insight into the working day of a professional artist.' project co-ordinator

Spacex Gallery, Exeter
Hands Off
Number of children involved 14 aged 13-16
School/group involved Royal School for the Deaf
Artist/s involved Richard Biddle
Others involved 2 assistants
Project Co-ordinator Caroline Mawdsley
Project Summary

The project was planned taking into account the needs of the deaf children with the artist and teachers.  The children came to the gallery and looked at the exhibition 'Generator' which consited of mainly computer based artworks by artists such as Angus Fairhurst, Yoko Ono and Stuart Brisley.  After an introduction by the artist, they were given slips of paper containing words which they put next to the artworks they thought matched them best.  They then had a chance to see a video of Richard Biddle's work which consited of images and performances based around text, and to discuss it.  The children then did some practical exercises using text.  They made collages with pieces of text and also drew words onto perspex which were then transferred onto the gallery windows.  Throughout the day the children had a chance to feedback on the day through a video diary.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Since the project the gallery has been offered a grant to make a film with the school involving the same children.

Study Gallery, Poole
Quiet waters, Busy Hands
Number of children involved 29 aged 5-9
School/group involved Corfe Castle First School
Others involved 35 adult participants and 8 siblings, 2 teachers, 2 gallery staff
Project Co-ordinator Sandy Wilderspin
Project Summary

The project was planned by the gallery and teachers and children were encouraged to invite their families along for the trip.  All the participants went on a boat trip from Poole Quay to Wareham.  They were provided with drawing equipment by the gallery and disposable cameras.  They were encouraged to create a variety of images to record their experiences.  The journey took an hour and some interesting work was produced.  The school children went on to develop their work further at school.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

This was the first time the gallery had worked with the school and the event engaged families and children in an unusual firsthand experience of art.
Quotes from the project

'I liked doing the drawing and sitting on the boat' pupil

'I loved the view, I took 17 pictures' pupil

'I enjoyed being out on the water, seeing everything from a different viewpoint and having the chance to do some drawing' adult participant

Barbican House Museum, Lewes
Pottery Project 
Number of children involved 20
School/group involved St Anne's Special School
Artist/s involved Simon Taylor
Others involved 1 teacher
Project Co-ordinator Deborah Speers
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artist, teacher and museum taking into account the needs of the children with moderate learning difficulties.  The children took part in practical workshops looking at pottery artefacts in the pre-history galleries of the museum.  An initial talk was given by the artist about the pots in the museum and pot making today followed by a discussion about thier use.  The children then made drawings of some of the pots they could see particularly looking at form and surface decoration.  They then made their own pots using the coil technique and making imaginative surface decorations.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The children worked very well and developed their skills and understanding.

Taigh Chearsabhagh Trust, North Uist
Arts Visit by Barra Pupils
Number of children involved 9 P6&7
School/group involved Graigston and Eoligarry Schools from Barra
Others involved 2 workshop leaders
Project Co-ordinator Joan Robertson
Project Summary

After discussions with the schools on Barra, pupils from 2 of them went over to Uist to take part in a day of activities around the theme of photography.  The pupils visited the photography exhibition 'Continuum' at the gallery which was the work of 3 local artist.  They then took part in a workshop where they discussed the work on display and then experimented with digital polaroid and pinhole cameras.  They also had a chance to look at the other galleries in the Arts Centre.  Later the pupils visited an environmental sculpture called 'The Hut of Shadows' which was also a camera obscura.  The schools hope to follow up on some of the techniques learned back at school.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The Art Centre plans to work with other children from Barra in the future.

The Lowry, Salford Quays
Shine
Number of children involved 15 year 7
School/group involved Buile Hill School
Artist/s involved Kim Whymark-Ashraf
Others involved 3 teachers
Project Co-ordinator Jo McGregor
Project Summary

Planning meetings between the artist, gallery and school involved discussion about all aspects of the project.  The pupils spent 2 days at the gallery working with the contemporary sculpture exhibition 'Shine'.  To start with the pupils all had a chance to explore the exhibition.  They were then given the brief, in groups, to design and create a two-dimensional or three-dimensional sculpture using recycled materials using the exhibition as inspiration. the project included planning and initial sketches/ideas, drawing the architecture of the gallery and discussion.  Each group worked with a different selection of materials.  The project gave the pupils an excellent first hand experience of contemporary art and of working with a professional artist.  Their final pieces were displayed in the gallery.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The school is applying for Visual Arts status and the gallery is a major component of the bid.  The gallery and school plan to continue their work together.
Quotes from the project

'Visiting galleries is an excellent way to introduce a project to pupils which could be developed at school.' Artist
'It was good for the pupils to work in a different environment' teacher

Tullie House Museum and Art Gallery, Carlisle
Crazy Ceramics
Number of children involved 27 year 4
School/group involved St Catherine's Primary School
Artist/s involved Ruth Jones, potter
Others involved 2 teachers, 1 advisory teacher
Project Co-ordinator Elaine Addington
Project Summary

The project was planned by the artist, the gallery and the class teacher.  It was the first time the gallery had worked with the school and the pupils which included many from traveller families.  On National Children's art Day the group visited the gallery and looked round and talked about the contemporary ceramics exhibition 'The Snake in the Garden'.  They talked about the different styles of work and types of slip with the artist.  They made various preparatory drawings from the exhibition and then studied various types of slipware.  The pupils then created their own tiles in response to the exhibition - the first was impressed with objects such as shells to create a pattern, the second was decorated with slip.  The finished tiles will be shown in the gallery and then in the school.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery developed a new relationship with the school and was able to give curricular support.

The artist was able to expand her working practice - working for the first time with young people.
Quotes from the project

'The young people were delighted to be working with a real artist, and thoroughly enjoyed the experience.' project co-ordinator

Welfare State International, Ulverston
Environmental Green Willow Workshop
Number of children involved 17 aged 4-11
School/group involved Lowick Church of England School
Artist/s involved Hannah Fox and Jon Bielstein
Project Co-ordinator Eileen Strand
Project Summary

During planning it was decided to involve the whole school of 17 rather than just the older pupils.  The children spent a day at the gallery working with the artists and using willow in 'withie' and charcoal form.  Activities included charcoal drawing, making sculptural bread, creating a large 3D withie structure and creating willow and tissue paper creatures.  The children returned for a celebration at the gallery with their parents where they performed in a procession carrying their 'creatures' and then ended up inside the withie structure.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The school plans to relocate the withie structure to the its own grounds amd to develop its own hands on artwork.  The gallery built a new relationship with the school.

Wolsey Art Gallery, Ipswich
Five Alive
Number of children involved 104 aged 3-5
School/group involved Raeburn Infants School, Murrayfield Primary School
Artist/s involved Charmaine Keep and Jevan Watkins Jones
Others involved 26 teachers/helpers
Project Co-ordinator Catherine Richardson
Project Summary

The project was planned by gallery staff, the artists and teachers from both schools.  The aim was to encourage the children's interaction with the artworks on show rather than creating new ones.  The artist made an initial visit to both schools to talk to the children about the project and the exhibition. Then, over the course of National Children's Art Day, all the children visited the 'Five Alive' exhibition.  This was an exhibition showing contemporary art works by 5 artists with an interactive piece designed to go with each one aimed at 3-5s.  These included a Bridget Riley inspired maze with mirrors and a musical machine with a Maggie Hambling painting.  The children had a chance to explore all the different interactives guided by teachers and the artists and had some discussion about the art.  One of the groups was able to make a return visit to the exhibition and the children were able to retain their concentration on individual interactives and try out new ideas.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

The gallery plans to work more with the local Sure Start programme for nursery children and are exploring the possibility of setting up an early years art club.

The gallery has attracted a new audience in terms of the children and their families through this activity.
Quotes from the project

'Introducing art and artists to children at this young age is very important in developing children's creativity and sparking thier imagination' project co-ordinator
'The combination of physical movement with a visual/auditory response was just the right kind of interaction for this age group' teacher

Wysing Arts, Bourn
Site-Specific Sculpture Project
Number of children involved 47 aged 5-8
School/group involved Arbury Primary School
Artist/s involved Julia Vella, Claire Toms and Sheelagh Cross
Others involved 3 teachers, 3 volunteers, 1 assistant
Project Co-ordinator Sarah James
Project Summary

The project was planned with the artists, teachers and the gallery.  The day began with a guided tour around the site and its specific sculptures.  These were looked at in depth and the children were encouraged to take part in related activities.  The children were split into 3 groups - one worked with ceramics, one with sculpture and one with textiles with the artists.  All the work was based on African patterns, symbols and animals which had been studied previously at school.  They produced a giant alligator made from willow and mod roc, banners using batik and tiles decorated with patterns.  All these artworks were then put in specific sites in and around the school.  This was the first time the school had worked with outside sculpture and on artwork in team groups.
Benefits and Outcomes of the project

Future visits to the gallery have already been planned by the school.

The pupils learnt new skills, worked in media they had never used before and began to understand the concept of site specific.

