engage Scotland Conference 2008, Glasgow
What do WE-THINK? engage in new approaches to interpreting art
Speaker Biographies (in programme order)


Moira Jeffrey

Moira Jeffrey is a writer and journalist. She is currently art critic for Scotland on Sunday and was art critic of the Herald from 2001 until 2006 and has lectured in features journalism at Glasgow Caledonian University. A former solicitor, she has worked extensively in print and broadcast media and written numerous artists' catalogues. She is a former Visual Arts Officer for the Scottish Arts Council. 

Charles Leadbeater

Charlie Leadbeater is an ideas generator, strategic adviser and one of the most influential creative people in the world.  

Charlie writes regularly for the Financial Times and The Guardian. He spent ten years working for the Financial Times where he was Labour Editor, Industrial Editor and Tokyo Bureau Chief before becoming the paper’s Features Editor. He became Assistant Editor in charge of Features at The Independent where, together with Helen Fielding, he devised Bridget Jones’s Diary. 

Charlie has been an adviser to the Downing Street Policy Unit and the Department of Trade and Industry on the Internet and the knowledge driven economy. He drafted the UK Government’s White Paper – Our Competitive Future: Building the Knowledge Driven Economy published in 1998, the Science White Paper published in 2000 and helped to draft the Communications White Paper also published in 2000 and the Competitiveness White Paper published in 2001.

He recently advised the BBC on its Charter Renewal strategy. Previously he was Strategy Advisor to Channel Four television on digital media and internet. He is a senior research associate with Demos, the leading London think tank, an associate with the Design Council and a visiting Fellow at Oxford’s University Business School. Charlie has advised a wide range of leading companies including Ericsson, Accenture, British Telecom, and Microsoft. 

Andrew McIntyre

Andrew is one of the UK’s leading authorities on audience motivations, behaviour and responses.  His work on visitors’ engagement with and meaning making from museum and gallery collections has profound implications, not only for arts marketing and audience development but also for curatorial and educational practice in the sector.

Andrew has served as Chair of the Visitor Studies Group and is a popular speaker and trainer.  He gives delegates real insight into the minds of the audience, a toolkit of skills and techniques and the inspiration and confidence to try them out.
Andrew co-founded Morris Hargreaves McIntyre, a consultancy specialising in audience and organisational development.  MHM’s clients include Tate, British Museum, National Galleries of Scotland and National Museums of Scotland and dozens of small and medium sized museums.
Andrew lives in Manchester with Helen, a primary school music teacher, and two young sons who definitely don’t support Manchester United.  He’s a qualified FIFA soccer coach and at weekends can be found on a muddy touchline somewhere urging a bunch of 7 year olds to kick the ball.
Ross Parry

Dr. Ross Parry is Senior Lecturer in the Department of Museum Studies at the University of Leicester, and programme director for its new Masters degree in Digital Heritage. 

He is acting chair of the Museums Computer Group, since 2004 he has co-convened the annual 'UK Museums on the Web' (UKMW)conference, and is chair of judges for the national Jodi Awards - recognising excellence within the heritage sector in the use of digital media for improving the experiences of disabled visitors. In 2005 he was made a HIRF Innovations Fellow for his work on developing in-gallery digital media, and in 2007 was awarded a University Teaching Fellowship for his outstanding contribution to meeting the training needs of the cultural heritage sector. 

He has also recently led the 'Semantic Web Thinktank' (funded by the AHRC) investigating the impact of semantic web technologies on the UK museum sector. 

Ross has compiled a new addition to the series of Leicester Readers in Museum Studies, entitled 'Museums in the Digital Age' (forthcoming 2009). He is also the author of the book 'Recoding the museum: digital heritage and technologies of change’ (Routledge 2007), the first major history of museum computing.

Kirstie Skinner

Kirstie Skinner is a writer and lecturer specialising in contemporary art. Kirstie is currently completing her doctoral research on minimalism and installation art at Edinburgh College of Art, where she also taught in the Centre for Visual and Cultural Studies for many years. In 2008, she devised and facilitated Vocal, a gallery interpretation action research project at the Collective Gallery, Edinburgh, supported by engage Scotland.  In 2006, she filmed a series of interviews with Scottish curators, and created a website for the National Collecting Scheme for Scotland. Since 2000, she has organised and hosted conferences, talks programmes and tours for National Galleries of Scotland, Glasgow City Council, and Scottish Arts Council. From 1999-2002, she was Managing Editor of twoninetwo, a journal of essays in visual culture published by Edinburgh College of Art.  Kirstie is a specialist advisor for the Scottish Arts Council. 
Saul Albert

Saul Albert is an artist and technologist from London whose work emerged from the intersection of 'net art, DIY culture and the Free Software movement in the 90's and continues to develop forms of participatory culture, technology and governance.

In 2006 he co-founded (with Michael Weinkove) The People Speak: a participatory public art, media and technology partnership that creates 'tools for the world to take over itself'. From 'Talkaoke': the flying saucer of chat (http://talkaoke.com) to 'Who Wants to Be' (http://whowantstobe.co.uk), the direct-democracy game show, each project exploring public space through open public conversation.

He also works with Andy Gibson at http://sociability.org.uk as a consultant on participatory and social technology development projects. Their latest project is a 21st Century knowlege sharing network for the Royal Society of the Arts: http://networks.thersa.org
Here's a link to a recent talk Saul did about a participatory game-show 'Who Wants to Be': Part 1: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CRpVc4HDg-c
Part 2: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MUTNhY4ePiU
Francis McKee

Francis McKee is a freelance writer, curator and research lecturer at Glasgow School of Art and part-time Head of Digital Arts & New Media at CCA (the Centre for Contemporary Art in Glasgow).
Francis McKee is a writer and curator based in Glasgow. He is a lecturer and research fellow at Glasgow School of Art, working on the development of open source ideologies. He is part-time Director of CCA, the Centre for Contemporary Arts in Glasgow. He has curated many exhibitions including This Peaceful War, The Jumex Collection for the first Glasgow International in 2005; Zenomap (together with Kay Pallister), the presentation of new work from Scotland for the Venice Biennale in 2003; Words and Things for the relaunch of CCA in 2001. 

For the past ten years he has written extensively on the work of artists such as Christine Borland, Ross Sinclair, Douglas Gordon, Simon Starling, Joao Penalva, Kathy Prendergast and Pipilotti Rist. Previously, Francis McKee worked as an historian of medicine for the Wellcome Trust and as Head of Programme at CCA.  www.francismckee.com
Mark Daniels

Mark Daniels is the Executive Director of New Media Scotland. Based in Edinburgh, this charitable organisation supports the national development of new media practice by artists and technologists, ensuring that an audience is also developed and sustained for their work.

He was Programme Manager at folly in Lancaster (2005-07), International Exhibition Co-ordinator at the 2004 Liverpool Biennial(2003-05) and Programme Director at Northern Architecture (1998-2002).

Favourite curatorial projects include 'The Sitooteries', a collection of summerhouses and installations at Belsay Hall in Northumberland (2000), 'Commodity, Firmness & Delight', a national touring exhibition based around the Japanese love hotel (2001-02), 'Musique Royale', a little red house devoted to the music of Abba on Liverpool's Pier Head (2004) and 'Velocity', a festival of digital culture with a splendid coastal rail route as its spine (2007).

John-Paul Sumner

John-Paul is Learning and Access Curator, Kelvingrove Art Gallery and Museum.
He graduated in 1995 from the University of Glasgow with a Ph.D in Molecular Biology. He joined the BBC as a radio producer and produced Colin Bell’s lunchtime discussion programme. He was also Arts producer, covering the Edinburgh Festival. 

John-Paul was the first ‘Staff Scientist’ on the project that became The Glasgow Science Centre, developing the £1.5 million interactive and multimedia issues-based  ‘Science and You’ gallery. The objective was to communicate complex science issues on health and the environment to a family audience. 

He also contributed to a £1 million exhibition of Glasgow's scientific heritage 'Glasgow Past, Present and Future' illustrating how Glasgow has shaped the world through its contribution to Science and Technology. 

Other roles include advisor to the Scottish Science Trust, the Scottish Colleges Consortium on Biotechnology and the Scottish Executive ‘Science in Society’ programme.

His role at Kelvingrove is to research and develop exhibitions that target new audiences and maximise access to the collections.

Displays at Kelvingrove include researching and sourcing a new dinosaur, the restoration of Fulton’s Orrery, and a new Educational Discovery Centre for children.

John-Paul has recently completed a new exhibition space for young people in partnership with Sir Tom Hunter and Lord Macfarlane of Bearsden.
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