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A Force for Change evaluation summary 
15-18 November 2006, Manchester 

A total of 225 people attended the conference. 61 evaluations were received. Figures below are shown as percentages of total evaluations received, unless stated otherwise. Where total % = more than 100%, more than one answer was possible. 

About the delegates

1. Gallery educator


49%

2. Museum educator

11%

3. Curator 



6.5%

4. Artist



10%

5. Freelance artist educator 
10%

6. Teacher/ lecturer/ trainer
11.5%

7. Policy/ funding develop

3%

8. Director



0

9. Visual Arts Officer 

3%

10. Student



1%

11.  Other



1%

a. Project Coordinator


b. Learning Coordinator


Pre-conference

Feedback from participants about pre- conference information such as mailings, marketing, and booking was all very positive. 

During the conference
Feedback about the conference location were all positive and most comments about the staffing and practical arrangements were positive except for the catering of lunch on day one and lack of toilets at the Whitworth Art Gallery. 

Presentations that were cited as very effective: 

· Maria Balshaw

· Dave Moutrey

· Karin Malmquist

· Lysele Assarapin

· Catrin Webster

· Victoria Pomery 

· Karen Eslea

· Diana Walton 

· Nicola Jennings 

· Panacea artists

· Charles Landry 

Breakout session feedback: 

· Very effective and interesting. Good opportunity to discuss in smaller groups and network

· An enjoyable breakout session – good to do something practical and people were more relaxed speaking in this environment.

Soapbox

Overall it was agreed that having Soapbox incorporated within the conference, instead of at the dinner was a real improvement. Delegates really liked the snappy short sessions. 

Liverpool Biennial (optional trip on Saturday)

· Very integrating

· Fun and interesting 

· Enjoyable and good for more networking in an informal setting

· Visit to Liverpool Biennial should have been included in the conference fee 

Theme/ Programme of the conference 

Overall comments: 

· Most of my work is prepared for museum galleries so this theme was very important

· Due to the nature of what its currently happening in the gallery and education sector I found it a very relevant topic. 

· I enjoyed the presentations by the artists and artist educators as they were lively and enjoyable and not as dry as some of the others. 

· Great level of enthusiasm of presentation styles 

· Very strong connection to the agenda in my institution for me and questions that are very relevant. 

· Conference is important for internationals to network but need more discussion time. 

· It’s inspiring to hear from educators/ academics rather than government workers and think tanks. 

· I felt many of the presentations were more about responding to change rather than being the force behind the change. 

· I thought it was very open ended and therefore some presentations more relevant than others. 

· Theme was of interest to me because it is a very appropriate theme I felt most people talked about past change and it would have been good to hear presentations about predictions for change. 

· The artists were good for their energy and perspective. Research presentations are interesting and good to see where people are finding interesting approaches to problems e.g. Turner Contemporary and Charles Landry. 
· The theme was interesting to me because in our country the same things happen and it is nice to compare

· Good to see examples of how change instigates movements; good practical examples; good international theme

Positive experience

Positive 


70%

Acceptable 


22%

Not positive/ negative
8%

Fee

Excellent 


20%

Too high


10%

High but acceptable 
35%

Perfectly acceptable 
35%

Low



0

General comments on Conference 2006: 

· engage conference is great value for money, a great networking opportunity and always enjoyable. Perhaps this year not quite as stimulating as last year- less risky, but a spread of approaches and content so that there was something for all levels of practice. 

· Breakout session was excellent so could have been more sessions like this that were stimulating

· Too much sitting and watching presentations- would have valued more creativity and practical sessions and small group discussions. 

· Great for networking 

· I felt it would be good to have presentations from things that do not obviously relate directly to gallery education. The presentations I enjoyed most did not talk directly about the role of the gallery educator or of education in a gallery context. This was much more interesting food for thought. As a gallery educator I feel I am continuously aware through ongoing research and development about the general elements of gallery education – the conference needs to extend this level of debate. 

· More debate and discussion

· Maybe it could be interesting to take a few more risk with the conference format kind of academic and not so safe and sometimes lazy. Being experimental doesn’t have to undermine the intellectual content. 

