[image: image1.jpg]engage in the
visual arts




Conference Breakout Sessions

Friday 17 November 2006 10-12pm

(See map for location details and venue leaflets)

(A) Schools of the Future – How can galleries work with City Academies?

The City Academy policy was announced by David Blunkett, the then Secretary of State for Education and Employment, in March 2000 as ‘a radical new approach to promote greater diversity and break the cycle of failing schools in inner cities.’ Schools would be expected to have innovative approaches to management, governance, teaching and learning. Sponsors would be needed to initiate these academies. 

This session will be initiated by a presentation on the project Dis-assembly, where the Serpentine Gallery commissioned artists Christian Boltanski, Runa Islam, Faisal Abdu’Allah, and architect Yona Friedman to work with the 2,000 students of North Westminster Community School (NWCS), one of Britain’s largest inner-city secondary schools. The project explores the legacy of this progressive flagship school. Built during the 1960s across three sites, NWCS was replaced in July 2006 by two City Academies. The second part of this session will focus on a discussion about schools of the future, particularly City Academies, highlighting the issues around them and the ways that galleries could work with them.

Session leader: Rachel Moss, Education Coordinator: Schools and Community, Serpentine Gallery

Venue: Whitworth Art Gallery, Worthington Room 
(B) Artists’ Solutions to Wellbeing
 
Operating like a sewing-circle with activities and conversation, engage delegates are invited to join artist Neil Bromwich to design and make small sculptures to add to the Panacea Model artwork currently exhibited at Cornerhouse. The Panacea Project explores artistic solutions to global and local problems by poetic and metaphorical means. This workshop will allow you to become part of the process used by the Panacea artists to develop ideas for the Panacea project and will ask you to reflect on the location of Manchester to aid your designs. 
Visit www.panaceaproject.org
Session leader: Led by Neil Bromwich

Venue: Cornerhouse Gallery 1
(C) Arts Extend – putting the arts into extended schools services
Arts Council England, NW is running an extended schools pilot programme in 2006-07 testing a creative and cultural approach to extended services in Cumbria, in partnership with Museums, Libraries and Archives NW. This session includes an overview of the development work to date, within the wider context of the recent changes to education policy and practice; information sharing around how schools are delivering extended services and opportunities for partnership working within the sector; and a planning activity for extended schools provision.

Session leader: Claire Eddleston-Rose, Arts Council North West 

Venue: Arts Council North West meeting room  

(D) Public programming for contemporary Chinese art 

A presentation of the strategic plan of Chinese Arts Centre’s participatory programme to be discussed with the group, followed by an exhibition talk by curator and an artist-led, hands-on taster workshop based on contemporary Chinese art exhibition, Out of Nowhere.
Session leader: Mei-Yuk Wong, Education Coordinator, Chinese Arts Centre

Venue: Chinese Arts Centre gallery / education space

(E) Education workshops as internal staff training

Manchester Art Gallery will focus on the continuing internal staff development programme, through understanding sessions and workshops in a way that helps colleagues fully appreciate the visitor experience and education offer. The session will include a taster workshop from a school or outreach session adapted for internal training.
Session leader: Jas Sohel and Gwyn Davis, Manchester City Galleries

Venue: Manchester Art Gallery (Gallery 1), education room, please report to the information desk upon arrival in the glass atrium

(F) Creative Consultants – Visual Dialogues 

Visual Dialogues is a national and regional strategic commissioning project, funded by the DCMS. Tate Britain manages the project in partnership with Manchester Art Gallery and others. Young people have been working with the galleries to develop innovative ‘interpretation tools’. This session explores how the project has made positive links inside the institutions and beyond; and involves practical activities highlighting how the group made personal, cultural and social connections between works in the collection and themselves. 

Session leader: Katy McCall, Manchester City Galleries

Venue: Manchester Art Gallery (Gallery 2), education room, please report to the information desk upon arrival in the glass atrium

(G) On your doorstep session

At this session a small group of delegates will visit newly opened Bureau Gallery, where three Manchester based artists, Lesley Halliwell, Tim Machin and Paul Needham, will present their own work. It is hoped this event will encourage more educators to seek out the best artists working on their doorstep  and work with them to enliven and invigorate their education sessions with cutting edge art practice. 
Session leader: Lesley Young 

Venue: Bureau Gallery (meet at Cornerhouse box office at 9.40am)
(H) Using Galleries to improve literacy in KS2 and evidence
The NW museums and galleries hub have been working with schools using art to improve literacy at KS2 and develop different ways of working out of the classroom. Julie Howse and her school have visited the Whitworth Art Gallery every week to engage with the collections in a variety of creative ways. Julie will demonstrate the film produced by Year 2 and dance from the Key Stage 2 group, discuss the improvement in her pupils, and invite discussion around enhanced learning and visual literacy.

Session leader: Sue Good and Julie Howse

Venue: Whitworth Art Gallery lecture theatre
(I) Count your change / revisioning process in small galleries

How does a small local authority venue with limited staff and resources manage change? Having recently undergone a comprehensive re-visioning and re-positioning process, staff share their first hand experiences of meeting the challenges of change management. The session includes an opportunity to view a unique exhibition of paintings by Tony Bevan.

Session leader: Louise Clennell

Venue: Turnpike Gallery (Whitworth Art Gallery 9am for minibus to Turnpike Gallery)
(J) Citizenship and new / digital media; myartspace

Myartspace is a groundbreaking new service for schools, museums and galleries which uses mobile phones and the internet to bring paintings, sculptures, historical objects and architecture to life. This workshop taster invites you to experience the sights and sounds of the city in a completely innovative way; your individual documentation of the urban journey is sent instantaneously to your own personal web based store, then, at your convenience, the contents of the store can be accessed and developed into a virtual gallery of your choice.

Session leader: Debbie Measor 

Venue: Urbis 

(K) Creative Partnerships project and evaluation
Find out about the Action Research programme of Creative Partnerships Manchester Salford including case study by Andrew Vaughan, Learning & Interpretation Manager, Whitworth Art Gallery. The research question explores the idea of Creative Places and Spaces – How do KS2 children perceive the concept of reflective spaces and do different learning environments have an impact on children’s ability to evaluate and think creatively? Medlock primary school is championed as one of Manchester’s most creative primary schools and was a core partner in the action research. A tour of the school will be included in the breakout session hosted by the children themselves. 

Session leader: Andrew Vaughn

Venue: Medlock Primary School (meet outside Manchester Museum main entrance at 10am.The main doors are through the archway on Oxford Road, and to the right. The school is a short 5-10 minutes walk from there. If you have any access requirements for this part of the journey, please contact Emma Boyd in advance on 07734682239)
(L) Interdisciplinary approach to CPD with Manchester University 

The Whitworth’s CPD programme for teachers: An exhibition-led CPD session based on The Object of Encounter: Resonance and Wonder, exploring Eduardo Paolozzi’s work through Manchester University research fellow Vikki Wheeler’s research on theories of play.  In a practical session using everyday ephemera, objects from the Gallery’s handling collection and inspiration from the exhibition, educators will create artworks that draw on a range of disciplines.

Session leader: Leanne Manfredi
Venue: Whitworth Art Gallery (room TBC)
(M)Closed project discussion group for organisations participating in enquire.
Session leader: Barbara Taylor 

Venue: Cornerhouse Cinema 1 Education Space 

(N) Free time / Independent gallery visits / personal study 

