ENGAGE WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL MEETING

Held at The Ikon Gallery, Birmingham, 8 May 2007

PRESENT:

Trevelyan Wright, Compton Verney (W Mids Rep for engage); Claire Turner, Ikon Gallery; Chloe Johnson, Pump Rooms Leamington Spa; Theresa Whittaker, The Herbert Museum Coventry; Zoe Renilson  New Art Gallery, Walsall; Annie Brierley, MLA; Ros Tate Forum Youth Intership/Solihull Youth and Community Service

We started by doing a brief catch-up on focus and activities:

Ikon

Strategic relationship with Creative Partnerships until Aug

Working on Creative Futures with City Council

Rebuilding regular core activities with families at weekends

Pump Rooms

Don’t have education officer so use freelancers etc to deliver programme

Focus on drop-ins for families, trying to increase schools usage

Ros Glover
Spending half a week at Tate and half a week working for Solihull Youth and Community Service.

Herbert

Focusing on developing schools programme for re-opening, so lots of outreach at the moment.
Walsall

Want to develop formal education programme focused on permanent collections.

Re-look at the Discovery Gallery for young children

MLA

Manage strategic commissioning money

Learning links – teachers and educators working together

Education Development programme for non-hub education programmes

Compton Verney

Focus to date on schools coming for day programmes

Re-working programme for families and weekend visitors 

Thinking about early years

There was then a discussion about how the £1000 for training events available for 07/08 could best be used. Two major areas of common interest emerged:

What Is A Core Programme?

Questions we would like to debate would include what they are and who are they aimed at, who delivers them and how are they grounded in the galleries/collections/exhibitions/buildings etc.

Ikon are producing a publication looking at some of these issues about how galleries and teachers talk to one another.

The next step would be to look at who might be running a very stimulating core programme who could come and kick-start the discussion.

Education Agenda
There as ever is a plethora of new initiatives, curricula, NGO’s etc driving change in the education field. Before we can respond there is a basic need for information and some debate about this, especially in the 14-19 sector.

Next Action – this may already be happening in London/Manchester and see if we can get a version of it in the W Mids.

The value of galleries/museums

Our intention here is to draw together a selection of directors from institutions across the region and listen to them talk about why their institution operates in the way it does and the values it operates. Perhaps with a framework such as John Holden’s Demos paper Capturing Cultural Value.

Next action – those present to discuss with their directors.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: (now confirmed)

Tues 18 September 2:00pm 

Royal Pump Rooms Art Gallery and Museum, Leamington Spa
Please contact your Engage regional representative if you have any queries:

Trevelyan Wright

Head of Learning 

Compton Verney

trevelyan.wright@comptonverney.org.uk

