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SCOTLAND’S VISUAL ARTS EDUCATION AWARDS

speaking of empowerment and engagement

The engage Scotland Visual Arts Education Awards 2005 were announced at a special Awards ceremony on Thursday 30 June at The National Gallery of Scotland, Edinburgh. The 2005 Awards were sponsored by the Scottish Executive’s National Programme for Improving Mental Health and Well-Being. 

The engage Scotland Visual Arts Education Awards celebrate and reward exceptional creative collaborations between artists, members of the community and arts educators in Scotland.  

An independent panel of eight including visual arts and mental health specialists, chaired by then engage Director, Christopher Naylor considered an diverse array  of projects which took place between April 2004 and March 2005.  Winners were announced at the showcase Awards Ceremony at the prestigious National Galleries of Scotland, when £11,000 was distributed amongst them for investment in further work.

The Awards have an annual overall theme of good practice and quality engagement in Visual Arts Education.  Within that, each year the programme highlights particular audiences and areas of work.  This year the focus was Well-Being and Creativity.

Spread across two categories awards were presented to projects promoting positive mental health and well-being and/or projects that challenge stigma and discrimination and encourage and support recovery from mental illness.   

The second category awarded projects that help promote general well-being and creativity and offer participants quality engagement in visual arts activities. 

Projects under consideration for this years Awards included a colourful network of partnerships and locations from nursery school pupils to teenagers and elderly citizens working in schools, hospitals, galleries, buses, high rise tenements and the outdoors with gallery education staff, local authority arts officers, cultural co-ordinators and artists, to develop exciting and memorable new projects across Scotland. 

Christopher Naylor, then Director of engage said: ’These Awards are an important part of the work of engage. They offer a platform to celebrate and reward the exciting encounters developed by gallery education staff and artists all over Scotland, to bring audiences into meaningful contact with the visual arts.  The spread of projects across Scotland offers a chance for the wider public to hear what communities are saying about well-being, about social justice, about themselves.

’Focusing on Well-Being and Creativity, this year’s Awards recognised the positive impact creativity has on the individuals’ sense of well-being. Celebrating and rewarding projects that offer participants quality experiences in the visual arts, the Awards speak of empowerment and engagement.’

Amanda Catto, Head of Visual Arts, Scottish Arts Council commented:

‘The array of diverse projects demonstrate the strength and diversity of visual arts activity across Scotland and highlight the exciting work that can stem from these positive, creative collaborations.’

Creativity and Well-being: The publication

Funded by the Scottish Executive’s national Programme for improving Mental Health and Well-being and produced by engage Scotland, Creativity and Well-being is a 64 page, full colour publication which celebrates the positive impact of creativity on Scots Mental Health by offering an insight into the inspirational education work taking place across the country.  This book examines the work that has been taking place between artists, members of the community and arts educators who have been collaborating to promote positive well being and to challenge stigma and discrimination surrounding mental ill health. 

The launch was hosted in Dundee by local arts and mental health group Luna, one of the eleven projects featured in the publication, all of whom were winners at this year’s Awards.  The projects ranged from a mobile galley space touring Scotland and leading artist workshops with over 4,000 children to a one to one collaboration between an elderly, long term psychiatric patient at The Royal Edinburgh Hospital and an international artist resulting in a film debut at a city centre cinema.

The publication was launched on World Mental Health day and during Scottish Mental Health Week.    
Minister for Tourism, Culture and Sport, Patricia Ferguson said: ‘The engage Scotland Visual Arts Education Awards demonstrate that the impact of the arts goes beyond the aesthetic - it can make real and lasting differences to people's lives.
‘These projects are both inspirational and challenging - proving that art can make important statements and bring communities closer together.’

Deputy Health Minister, Lewis Macdonald said: ‘If we are to achieve a mentally healthy Scotland, we need to use every means we have to support and improve mental health and well-being.  The arts have a major role to play in that, and I am delighted to acknowledge the achievements of this year’s award winners.
‘These projects are expressions of productive partnerships as well as of personal creativity and so I would like to acknowledge the work of the gallery workers and project leaders whose professionalism has guided and supported this work.’

For further information on engage Scotland, please contact:
Rebecca Marr engage Scotland Co-ordinator

The Cottage, 33 main St. Coaltown of Balgonie, Fife KY7 6HU, Scotland

Tel: 44 (0) 1592 563110 / Mobile: 07762 570 215 / email:scotland@engage.org www.engagescotland.org.uk



Notes to Editors:
i)The Visual Arts Education Awards were set up by the Scottish Arts Council in 2001 (and since 2004, are managed by engage Scotland) to recognise and reward education work that increases access to and enjoyment of the visual arts. The Awards celebrate Scottish creativity and promote professionalism in development and management of participatory projects in the visual arts.

ii) 2005 Awards criteria:
Who could apply?

Galleries, museums and other visual arts organisations.

Groups and organizations that work on collaborative projects with artists.

Individual artists who have initiated/managed artist-led projects.

What was eligible for an award?

Projects, exhibitions, programmes and events that represent engaged practice in visual arts education. 

Projects that took place between April 2004 and March 2005. 

Who made the decisions?

A independent panel of eight including visual arts and mental health specialists, chaired by engage Director, Christopher Naylor considered the submissions. 

iii) Founded by Arts Council of Great Britain in 1989, Engage promotes greater access to and enjoyment of the visual arts.  Since 2001 the Company has offices in Scotland and Wales. 
www.engage.org
iv) The Scottish Executive’s National Programme for Improving Mental Health and Well-Being has the following vision: to improve the mental health of everyone in Scotland and to improve the quality of live, well-being and social inclusion of people who experience mental illness or mental health problems. 

The National Programme has four main aims:

1)Raise awareness and promote positive mental health and well-being 
2)Eliminate stigma and discrimination in relation to mental ill health 
3)Prevent suicide and support people bereaved by suicide 
4)Promote and support recovery 

For more information about National Programme for Improving Mental Health and Well-Being visit www.wellontheweb.net or call Wendy Brock, Communications Manager on 0131-244 2017. 
