ENGAGE WEST MIDLANDS REGIONAL MEETING 14 MAY 2008

WORKING WITH YOUNG PEOPLE

WOLVERHAMPTON ART GALLERY

Angela Tombs, Head of Education at Wolverhampton Arts and Museums Service, welcomed us to the gallery and gave a brief overview of the Service’s work at the Art Gallery, Bantock House and Bilston Craft Gallery.

Jack Fortescue from Engage central office introduced himself and said how valuable attending such meetings would be to get a better understanding of issues members were concerned with.

Natalie Walton outlined the gallery’s work over the last couple of years with their Artform group. It was initially set up as a consultation group of 14-25’s to consult on the capital redevelopment of the Gallery completed in spring 2007. Recruitment was by flyers and other marketing to Wolverhampton secondary schools and colleges.

Now it has broadened out to a group of young people engaged in events, advocacy, publicising gallery activities etc. They have done an Arts Award project and set up their own myspace group. In summer 2007 they got a Youthbank award to run a summer film project and have also run a very successful band night at the galleries PopHeART on the 14 Feb of this year attracting over 100 young people to the building.

There are a core group of 14-19’s supplemented by a rotating pool of other interested young people, and it can be quite hard (as happened with a group of young people from a different youth work context) to integrate new members into the existing group: a definite feeling of ‘tribalism’.

Members of the group have written about it in the Wolverhampton youth magazine, Krash, published by the local authority

Wolverhampton are looking to employ a Creative Apprentice to further their work with this group.

ISSUES

How far was such work with young people consulting about issues relating to the institution – such as access. How far was such work about the content of the exhibitions and collections?

Art created by young people within such groups can be problematic for galleries to exhibit. Wolverhampton had experienced this when exhibiting drawings by children from the Gaza strip – drawings from children in Wolverhampton could only be shown in folders placed within the exhibition. The building of a new local community gallery within the current Gallery building was seen as an attempt to give local artists an outlet within the gallery without confusing curatorial policies.

Rugby Art Gallery and Museum has a community/hireable space – Floor One. It has been used to show work twice a year as part of the exhibitions programme alongside more mainstream curated work. 

The group were shown around the Pop galleries by the learning team and talked to a number of front of house staff who talked about how the gallery was used by young people as a hang-out space at weekends.

FUTURE MEETINGS

Outreach and Community Consultation were agreed as suitable topics for future meetings. Rugby Art Gallery and Museum was proposed as a potential venue.

If members have any particular examples of good practice or individuals who could provide a useful input on the two above areas please could they let me know.
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