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engage’s past Conference and Seminar Programme

Check the publications database on the engage website for details of reports and transcripts available.

engage’s past conferences and seminars include:

Galleries and the Curriculum Cymreig

October - November 2007, Conwy, Aberystywth, Cardiff

Gwenno Jones, engage Cymru Chair and Board member; and Arts, Culture and Events Manager, Flintshire County Council, leads a series of seminars on using galleries and artists to deliver the art curriculum at Key Stage 1-3.



engage International Conference: When Art and Context leads to Meaning

November 2007, Bradford

This year's conference explored issues around locality, culture and the context in which art is found. Speakers addressed the notion of 'local' and 'international', as well as asking what is a ‘meaningful encounter’ with art? 

http://www.engage.org/conference07/index.aspx 


engage Scotland Conference: Working With Audiences

October/November 2007, Edinburgh

Working With Audiences aimed to widen the discussion and look more broadly at involving audience groups in general and the impact that this can have on programming, gallery education activities, audience development and the development of institutions themselves. http://www.engage.org/fasttrain/engage_wwa.aspx 


Extending Schools - Learning in the Art Gallery

October 2007, Manchester & London

An enquire professional development seminar for trainee teachers and newly qualified teachers. Including ‘taster’ workshops with gallery educators and talk by Ian Middleton, Her Majesty’s Inspector, Specialist Adviser for Art & Design, Curriculum Division. 



Briefing Day: Young People and the Arts – Policy, Initiatives and Objectives

September 2007, London

Joint enquire and envision event discussing current agendas relating to young people. The purpose of the day was to inform gallery and museum educators about new strategies relating to arts and young people, and opportunities and issues this may present for their work.
http://www.engage.org/fasttrain/engage_ypa.aspx 

engage at the Venice Biennale

June 2007, Venice

Speakers’ presentations considered how artists work in an international context and engage with education or participatory practice. 

http://www.engage.org/fasttrain/past.aspx 

Successful methods of evaluating arts education projects

March 2007, Glasgow

Fiona Pilgrim from Cultural Enterprise Office offered delegates practical advice on developing their approach to evaluating arts education projects. 



Making Connections 4 Regional training seminars

February – March 2007 

Including Young People, Orleans House Gallery and Working with Schools, National Portrait Gallery 

Seminars aimed at early career gallery educators to expand core skills and knowledge, explore methodology, take part in practical workshops and discuss and share practice with peers. 



Engaging and equipping front-line gallery staff in interpretation methods and care of audiences

February 2007, Dundee Contemporary Arts

This seminar drew on issues highlighted in the commissioned research, Mapping Interpretation Practices in Contemporary Art in Scotland.  



engage International Conference: A Force for Change

November 2006, Cornerhouse and Whitworth Art Gallery, Manchester

The annual conference examined the changing role of museums and galleries, including how galleries respond to political agendas and how gallery educators can influence change within and outside the institution. 



CPD seminars: Visual arts, Galleries and the Foundation Phase in Wales

October 2006, Ruthin and Aberystwyth 

The series of seminars looked at the new curriculum for 3-7 year olds (the Foundation Phase). They acted as briefing sessions and actively explored what contribution galleries and visual arts could make to the Foundation Phase. 



Museums, Galleries and Artists: the maker in education

October 2006, Dundee

A joint seminar run by engage Scotland and GEM Scotland that brought together museum and gallery education staff to explore good practice in working with artists. 



New Engagements, engage Scotland Conference

September 2006, Kelvingrove Museums and Art Gallery; and Centre for Contemporary Art, Glasgow

This conference examined some of the new and innovative ways in which art galleries and arts institutions are engaging with their audiences.



‘Young people as decision makers in arts venues’ envision and enquire seminar

September 2006, Leicester

Hosted by envision and enquire, this event looked at good practice and sustainable models for genuinely involving children and young people in cultural venues. 



engage International Summer School

June 2006, Fundação de Seralves, Oporto, Portugal

This peer-led residential for experienced gallery educators considered galleries and museums as sites for critical enquiry, exploring visual arts, education and community engagement. 



Highlands networking event, engage Scotland

June 2006, Inverness

A networking opportunity for arts education professionals based throughout Scotland. Presentations focused on projects which took different approaches to creating opportunities for children and young people to work with artists outside of the gallery setting.



Art in other places: Welsh National Conference

June 2006, Caernarfon

This conference focused on arts education projects taking place outside of the formal gallery setting. It explored how projects can help to break down barriers between galleries and the visual arts and the communities and people who work with them, including promoting urban and rural dialogues. 



Like nothing else: experiment, risk and gallery education: engage International Conference

November 2005, Bristol

Linking to the inspiring 'Black Mountain College' exhibition at the newly refurbished Arnolfini, the conference explored collaboration, creativity and democracy.



‘Is the gallery the place? Social justice issues as part of a gallery programme’ engage Scotland seminar

September 2005, Glasgow

This seminar made the case for the gallery as an appropriate place to discuss social justice issues. Discussions looked at the place where education and gallery programmes meet.



engage International Summer School

July 2005, Arona, Italy

engage’s second international peer-led summer school for mid-career gallery educators focused on a range of subjects including the profession and interpretation. The school also involved study visits to galleries in Turin.



Collect & Share International Conference

June 2005, Moderna Museet, Stockholm

Exploring European perspectives on lifelong learning in art museums and galleries, this conference presented the conclusions of Collect & Share’s first phase, and offered delegates the opportunity to debate good practice. Speakers included Dr Helene Illeris, Kaija Kaitavuori, Adela Zeleznik, David Anderson.



‘Consult! Consultative Approaches to Engaging Young People and Galleries’ en-vision National Seminar

June 2005, Zion Arts, Manchester

This event included en-vision partner galleries and young people to reflect on the outcomes of the en-vision action-research programme and included the launch of the Young People and Galleries Toolkit.



‘Re-interpreting Access’ Scottish National Conference

May 2005, Duff House, Aberdeenshire

This conference examined access outside of the physical, focusing on access through interpretation. It addressed intellectual access and explored new approaches to interpretation. Speakers included Rika Colpaert & Herman Labro, Stephen Allen, Moyna Flannigan, Kevin Theaker.



‘Creative Ways of Engaging New Adult Audiences’ Training Seminar

April 2005, The Women’s Library, London

This was a day of practical workshops looking at creative ways of engaging new and diverse adult audiences as part of engage’s Collect & Share European seminar programme.



‘Exploring Common Ground’ Welsh National Conference

March 2005, National Library of Wales, Aberystwyth

This conference explored the richness of gallery education throughout Wales. Speakers included Maria Hayes, Steffan Jones Hughes, Richie Turner, Rebecca Marr, Anna MacGarry. 



‘Embedding Diversity in Galleries’ National Seminar

March 2005, National Gallery, London

This seminar drew on research carried out during engage’s Creative Renewal programme and other UK initiatives to explore diversity in the gallery workforce and suggest ways forward for gallery staff. Speakers included Michelynn Lafleche, Anita Dinham, Yasmin Zahir, Lindsey Fryer.



‘Beyond Marketing: Keeping Young People Engaged’ Regional Seminar

February 2005, The Depo, City Gallery, Leicester 

A one day training seminar by en-vision exploring a range of challenging and unique methods for promoting visual arts and gallery opportunities to young people outside formal education AND keeping them involved! Beyond Marketing was aimed at gallery staff and freelancers involved in access and education, audience development, marketing in the East and West Midlands. 



‘Young people at the edge: Pupil Referral Unit and the Visual Arts’ National Seminar

February 2005, MAC, Birmingham

One day National Seminar explored the role of the visual arts in alternative education environments and promoted good practice for gallery and Pupil Referral Unit (PRU) staff and artist educators. Young People at the edge presented an exciting range of case studies hosted by galleries and PRU staff nationally and shared information on recent research to contribute to cross sector debate. 



Public Art & Interpretation: engage Scotland seminar

February 2005, Glasgow

Presentations and discussion on the theme of public art and interpretation



‘Making Connections 3’ Regional training seminars

December 2004 – February 2005, London, North West, Yorkshire

A new series of nine early-career training seminars for gallery educators on the following themes: Diversity in Projects, Early Years and Families, Making the Case. Speakers were involved from across the country including; Kate Squires, Education and Public Events Co-ordinator, Whitechapel Art Gallery; Helen Rice, Education Manager, Impressions Gallery; Katie Bruce, Social Inclusion Coordinator, Glasgow Gallery of Modern Art and Jane Walton, Director, Yorkshire Museums Libraries and Archives Council.



‘Galleries Creating Learning’ engage International Conference

17 – 19 November 2004, Tate Modern/Museum of London, London

This conference explored the gallery as a unique learning place, different learning styles and diverse methods of learning used particularly within the formal education sector. Speakers included Keith Nichol, Dick Downing, Veronica Sekules, Kaija Kaitavuori, Carla Padro, Claude Fourteau and Robert Sain. Report available on the ‘fast train’ on www.engage.org



engage International Summer School 

August 2004, Louisiana Art Museum, Copenhagen 

engage’s first-ever summer school, peer-led event for ‘mid-career’ gallery educators, artists, and academic/gallery colleagues explored current methodology, research and other issues around gallery education. Included a study trip to Malmo, Sweden and Copenhagen.



‘Making Connections 2 ‘ Regional CPD

March-July 2004, East Midlands, North East, South East regions
An extension of engage’s 2003 pilot programme for gallery educators, artists, teachers - with regional day seminars on Schools Collaborations, Art and Artists, Including Young People and Diverse Audiences in 3 new regions, thanks to project support form Arts Council, an, and NEMLAC. 



Collect and Share European Colloquium 

June 2004, Tate Modern, London
Europe-wide gathering explorde and discussed good practice in lifelong learning as part of the engage-led Collect & Share Socrates project with Istituto Beni Culturali, Kiasma, Louisana, Louvre, NIACE, including visits to key art museums and galleries.

www.collectandshare.eu.com


‘Two-Way Travel’ National Seminar & Regional Networking Events 

May 2004, London, East, North West, South West, Yorkshire, West Midlands

A national one-day event -Transport of Delights - for gallery and museum educators, artists and teachers featuring projects taking displays into the community (including the Kiasmavan touring Finland, Artium’s ArtBus in Northern Spain, and Scotland’s Travelling Gallery) followed by regional Two-Way Travel  twilight teacher/gallery sessions building links between schools, museums, and galleries.



‘Contemporactive’ National Seminar 

April 2004, Tate Britain, London

A national one-day event for gallery and museum educators, artists and teachers. Sharing the experience of the 16 ArtFULL projects in the DfES’s Museums and Galleries Education Programme 2, and Warwick University’s evaluation, the seminar explores creative good practice in school partnerships with contemporary art galleries and artists. Speakers included Marie Costigan, Tina Melbourne, Julian Stanley, Catherine Orbach.



‘Art Community & Context: reconsidering the terms of engagement’ engage Scotland Conference

April 2004, Dublin 

A residential two-day event for exploring definitions of and good practice with communities. 


‘Whose Diversity?’ engage International Conference

October 2003, FACT, Liverpool

The conference debated definitions of diversity as a concept in itself, examining and critiquing the organisational culture within galleries and museums. It explored diversity in relation to structure and staffing, programming and education/audience development. Speakers included Zoya Kocur, Jude Kelly, Declan McGonagle and SuAndi.



‘B.HERE’ engage International Conference

November 2002, BALTIC, Gateshead

The conference explored the ways artists and audiences meet in the production and presentation of contemporary art.  It discussed programming, artists’ involvement, and the role of the educator. Speakers included Janusz Byszewski, Mary Jane Jacob, Alec Finlay and Nina Pope.



‘artists>>Art’ engage National Seminar

June 2002, London Institute, London

The seminar focused on artists’ work with audiences, and explored artists’ training and support needs in interpretation and ‘artist-as-educator’ roles. Speakers included Peter Jenkinson, Maureen Finn, Declan McGonagle, Pam Meecham.

Conference transcript available soon.



‘Do You KS3?’ engage National Seminar

April 2002, Tate Modern. London

The seminar focused on the potential for museums and galleries working with Key Stage 3 pupils (11-14 yrs), and included the current education context, case studies, principals for good practice and workshops. Speakers included Rt Hon Chris Smtih MP, Tom Bentley, Marie Costigan, Stephen Allen.

Conference transcript available.



‘16>25:Art’ engage International Conference

October 2001, Tramway, Glasgow

The conference explored ways of working with young people aged 16 – 25 and featured case studies and theories around successful ways of working.  Speakers included Tim Rollins, Christi Atkinson, Shirley Brice Heath, Young Tate.

Conference transcript available.



‘Creative Partnerships’ engage International Conference

November 2000, National Museum and Gallery, Cardiff

The conference discussed and explored partnerships between galleries and their communities, between artists and educators, between arts organisations and between countries. Speakers included Alan Howarth MP, John Upton, Anne Marie Autissier, Veronica Sekules.

Conference transcript available.



‘Good, Better, Best’ engage International Conference

October 1999, Royal College of Art, London

The conference explored concepts of good practice and best value in galleries and gallery education. Speakers included Ian Christie, David Anderson, Sune Nordgren, Gavin Jantjes, Ken Robinson.

Conference transcript available.



‘New Audiences/New Venues’ engage International Conference

October 1998, Royal College of Art, London

The conference explored ways of reaching new audiences and the rise in the building of new art spaces. Speakers included Adrian Ellis, Christopher Frayling, Catherine Yass, Jem Main.

Conference transcript available.



Check the ‘read more’ database on the engage website for details of reports and transcripts available.

Contact the engage office info@engage.org for more information about past conferences and seminars.

