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climate change and the visual arts : speakers’ details / references

John Hartley (Convenor)

John Hartley is Arts Council England’s Arts and Ecology Strategy Officer, supporting arts practice and infrastructure in the face of changing contexts.  He has contributed to the Mayor of London’s Green Theatres and the DCMS Climate Change Projects. He works on the Arts Council’s Arts and Ecology partnership with RSA, and is on the steering group of the Art Environment Network for CIWEM (Chartered Institute for Water and Environmental Management).

Previously John has worked in the visual arts, architecture and interdisciplinary arts teams of the Arts Council’s National Office developing, among other things, ‘Art in Industry Placements’, across the UK, India, the Americas and Asia.  He is also a practising artist, directs a collaborative experimental music group and has co-written a book published by Transworld.

Alison Tickell

Alison is Director of Julie’s Bicycle, a not-for-profit company established in 2007 to unite, lead and support the UK music industry in tackling climate change.  Julie’s Bicycle has brought together a coalition of scientific experts and senior figures across the industry to map the industry's carbon footprint and take practical steps to reduce it.

“Climate change is the biggest long term challenge threatening our security and prosperity; it is a local issue, a national issue, and an international issue.” Rt Hon David Miliband MP

Alison’s session is designed as an introduction to climate change and its implications for the creative and cultural sector.  Drawing mainly on the work of Julie’s Bicycle, Alison will ask what kind of a role the creative sector has in understanding and responding to the enormous challenges posed by climate change.  The session will briefly summarise the latest science on climate change projections, the international and national response and the implications for the cultural industries.  The session will then identify what practical and strategic initiatives are necessary, what the Visual Arts sector has done and what more can be done.

http://www.juliesbicycle.com
Judith Nesbitt

Judith Nesbitt is Chief Curator at Tate Britain. Appointed in 2001, she has played a key role in shaping all aspects of Tate Britain’s programme, leading the curatorial team who develop and deliver its exhibitions and displays, including its programme of touring exhibitions.  At Tate Britain she co-curated the 2003 Tate Triennial Days Like These, curated Michael Landy’s Semi-detached commission in 2004, and the survey exhibition of Peter Doig in 2008.

Prior to this Judith was Head of Programming at Whitechapel Art Gallery, 1998-2000; Exhibitions Curator at Tate Liverpool, 1991-1995; and Director of Chisenhale Gallery, 1995-1998.  During her career, she has commissioned new work from leading British and international artists and curated exhibitions with artists including Wolfgang Tillmans, Thomas Hirshhorn, Pipilotti Rist, Gillian Wearing, Suchan Kinoshita, Paul Noble, Sam Taylor-Wood, Gary Hume, Sigmar Polke, Robert Gober and Ann Hamilton.

In addition to her role as Chief Curator at Tate Britain, Judith leads Tate’s Sustainability Strategy.  This strategy aims to embed sustainability in all aspects of Tate’s planning and practice.  Besides making operational changes to reduce its own carbon footprint, Tate seeks to show leadership within the international museum sector to achieve agreement on altered professional practices and also stimulate debate amongst artists and audiences.
http://www.tate.org.uk/britain/

Laura Sillars

Laura Sillars is Head of Programme at FACT, where she has worked since 2005.  She leads FACT’s artistic programme, overseeing the development and delivery of exhibitions, projects and education and collaboration programmes.  Previously Curator: Public Programmes at Tate Liverpool and an Associate Lecturer for the Open University, she holds an MA in Art History from the Courtauld Institute of Art, a PGCE in Adult and Community Education from the Institute of Education and a BA from the University of York in History and History of Art.  She is Senior Research Fellow: Centre for Architecture and Visual Arts Liverpool, a current Clore Leadership Fellow and a Fellow of the RSA.
http://www.fact.co.uk/

James Wallbank

James Wallbank is an artist, recycler, and free technology advocate.  Currently he runs Access Space, a free, open access internet lab in Sheffield that mobilises the local community to learn, create and network, without paying a penny!  The lab is an experiment in collective learning, technology recycling and the power of creativity to transform electronic trash into powerful tools and inspiring art.  Now Access Space are working to encourage similar creative technology reuse initiatives in the UK and further afield.

What is "rubbish"? Is it an absolute characteristic of matter, or is the definition more about ourselves?  Is "trash" a label we put on things when we can no longer be bothered to be creative with them?  In this presentation James argues that artists have a key role in building a sustainable future, by showing us all how to be more creative with all things, by bringing the vast excess of material generated by our consumer society into the presence of creativity.
http://access-space.org/

Justin Carter

Following graduation from the MFA programme at Glasgow School of Art, Justin was selected for New Contemporaries (2000), and also developed work during the inaugural residency at Cove Park (2000), shown at Tramway, Glasgow.  He has also been artist in residence at Tate Liverpool (2001), Grizedale (2002) and Berwick Gymnasium (2004).  He recently completed a Bright Sparks Fellowship Renewable Devices for Art and Ecology and was commissioned by Rogaland Kunstsenter to develop a new public project for ‘Stavanger 2008’.  Since 2003 he has worked in the Department of Sculpture and Environmental Art at Glasgow School of Art where his research interests include sustainability, ecology and art.  Earlier this year his research was showcased in the exhibition Where tomorrow begins: Reflections on Scottish Innovation, organised by Universities Scotland and hosted by the Scottish Parliament. 

For this event Justin will be discussing, from an artists perspective, some of the ethical questions related to making, transporting and exhibiting work in an age of climate change.  Specifically, two related projects – Sustainable Indulgence (Whitstable Biennale 2004) and Sustainable Indulgence II (Aichi Expo’ 2005) will be presented to throw light on some of these issues.  Should artists be responsible for radically changing the way they do things? Or is artistic freedom fundamentally threatened by a growing green orthodoxy?

http://www.justincarter.info

other references:
Smart Museum: http://smartmuseum.uchicago.edu/

RSA Arts & Ecology: http://www.rsaartsandecology.org.uk/

Tipping Point: http://www.tippingpoint.org.uk/

Greener Museums: www.greenermuseums.org
The Carbon Trust: http://www.carbontrust.co.uk/default.ct

Green Grants Machine: http://www.greengrantsmachine.co.uk/Default.aspx

