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engaging Early Years : Galleries, Creativity and the Foundation Phase 

Conference, 11th March 2008, Aberystywth Arts Centre 

Speakers Biographies 
Morfudd Roberts 

Foundation Phase Advisor, Welsh Assembly Government 

Morfudd Roberts has worked with young children for over 35 years in the non-maintained sector and schools and from 1996 - 2007 as an Inspector/Adviser for children 3-7 in a Local Authority. She has co written numerous books for children on developing language skills and over the last three years has been participating in an European research project on minority languages in partnership with Austria, Slovenia, Sardinia, and the three North Italy regions of Val de Gardenna, Val de Fasse and Fruili  developing a teacher training course for the Socrates training programme. During 2006 -07 she took on the role of course tutor working with the ministry in Rome to deliver the first training in Bolzano. During 2005 she spent time in the Sud Tyrol region of Italy researching the pedagogy of the early education and care system where developing creativity in the child is central to the pedagogy. Since April 2007 she has been advising on Foundation Phase policy at the Welsh Assembly Government. 

Fiona Godfrey 

Arts Education Consultant 

Fiona Godfrey has been leading the evaluation of the 'engage in the Foundation Phase' research programme. As an arts education consultant her work takes her across England, Scotland and Wales, working with organisations including engage, local authorities, Arts Council England, Creative Partnerships, NESTA and the QCA. Previously she worked as Education Officer at Oriel Mostyn and as Education Director at the Centre for Visual Arts in Cardiff. Much of her current work focuses on how creative relationships between young people, artists and arts organsiations can facilitate exciting and effective learning. She is particularly interested in how children, young people, teachers and artists can be empowered to document and evaluate their own work.  
Deirdre Buckley 

Education & Community Officer, Craftspace 

Deirdre Buckley is Education and Community Coordinator at Craftspace, a Midlands based agency working to develop and promote contemporary crafts and design through nationally and internationally touring exhibitions, life long learning projects, action research partnerships and consultancy. The organisation is committed to access, quality and innovation.

She has a background in teaching and has worked within the field of arts education since 1993.  Her first post was as education assistant for Derby Museums and Art Gallery where she worked on collections focused programmes across 3 city sites. She then moved to Compton Verney a developing gallery in rural Warwickshire where she focused on audience development and outreach projects.  Since moving to Craftspace she has taken on the management of a large programme of work with schools through Creative Partnerships as well as developing specific new strands of work with early years and newly arrived children.
Alison Heale 

Following an extensive teaching career working with 3-7 year olds in a variety of schools, Alison Heale took up her post in 2005 as Foundation Phase Advisory teacher for Wrexham LEA.  Since then she has worked with schools in Wrexham, helping them to prepare for the Foundation Phase with a particular focus on independent learning and developing creativity across the whole curriculum. In September 2007 she was appointed as Foundation Phase training and support officer for Wrexham and has helped to develop the teaching and learning module of the National Foundation Phase training pack. She is now involved in delivering Foundation Phase training to practitioners and supporting the implementation in schools and in the non-maintained sector.

Debbie Snook

Debbie Snook has been teaching in Wales for the last 8 years after qualifying with a BA (Hons) in Primary Education, with a specialism in Art and the Early Years. She has worked as an Early Years co-ordinator since qualifying and has supported staff in planning for and delivering Art and creativity across the Key Stages. Debbie is currently on secondment with the Early Education team in Wrexham and provides teacher in-put, training and support to a variety of settings working with funded three year olds. Debbie worked closely with Acton school throughout their Engage project, focussing predominantly on the collection and collation of documentation. 

Ruth Jen Evans, Artist 

Ruth Jên is an established printmaker, who has exhibited extensively both here in Wales and abroad. Although printing is her main activity, she has expanded her skills to include design, illustration, murals and part-time teaching. Having taught printmaking on a Foundation Course, she also has experience of working in schools and running community based workshops. Her design and illustration work can be seen on posters, CD and book covers, as well as her own range of T shirts and cards.

Alison Rowlands 

Teacher, Ysgol Plascrug, Ceredigion 

Alison completed a Foundation Course in Art and Design at South Glamorgan Institute of Higher Education, Cardiff.  She also achieved a BA (hons) degree in Art Education Studies, where she specialised in ceramics.  After leaving College, she became a practising artist (3D work), exhibiting and selling work across Britain.  She became interested in teaching after working as an art practitioner at The Gowerton Resource centre for adults with visual impairments, and then went on to  work with adults and young people who had learning difficulties in Ely Hospital, Cardiff, using art as therapy.
Alison decided to go in to teaching 'officially' and completed a PGCE (Primary level, Early Years Specialism), at Aberystwyth.  She now teaches at Plascrug School, has taught Early Years aged children during her time there, where she continues to use art activities as a vehicle for learning.  Alison was instrumental in the engage Ceredigion project, where she was extensively involved in the documentation of the project.  

Chair : Annette Evans 

Early Years Advisor, Conwy County Council 

Annette started her teaching career in Salford Education Authority and returned to Wales to bring up her family . She then resumed her career as Athrawes Fro in Gwynedd followed by 2 headships, one in a rural primary School and the other in a large infant school . Whilst at Bodlondeb Infant School she became involved with Oriel Mostyn , Llandudno involving artists in residence ( first met Fiona Godfrey there who was instrumental in encouraging use of gallery ). In 1996 she became Inspector /Advisor with newly formed unitary authority of Conwy with main responsibility for 3-7 yr olds . The post has evolved to include additional areas such as Family Learning , Early Years and Childcare Partnership, Early Education for 3 year olds , Foundation Phase and Flying Start. 

Based at the Integrated Centre in Llandudno which houses an early years non-maintained Foundation  Phase pilot setting and the Foundation Phase team. Annette is very much supportive of the engage project having been instrumental in the setting up of a project in Conwy working with our Engage partners, Ysgol Maelgwn and artist, Eleri Jones.

